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INS  to  enforce  ban  on 
gay  men  and  lesbians 

As  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  conference 
approaches ,  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  announces  the 
reinstatement  of  a  forgotten  law  that  prohibits 
people  who  say  they  are  gay  from  entering 
the  country 


By  Chris  Nealon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  U.S.  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS) 
announced  June  1  that  it  will  enforce  a  long- 
ignored  law  barring  lesbians  and  gay  men 
from  entering  the  United  States.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  sparked  outrage  among  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  and  created  further  speculation  about 
the  fate  of  the  Sixth  International  Con¬ 
ference  on  AIDS  to  be  held  here  June  20-24. 
Although  the  INS  quickly  downplayed  the 
significance  of  its  decision,  some  activists 
charge  that  it  is  a  veiled  threat  to  those  who 
will  be  attending  the  conference. 

INS  officials  said  they  moved  to  enforce 
the  anti-gay  law  after  they  were  told  that 
some  gay  groups  from  outside  the  U.S.  were 
planning  to  test  the  law  by  declaring 
themselves  “homosexuals”  when  they  enter 
the  country  for  the  AIDS  conference. 

The  law,  which  has  been  in  place  since  the 
1950s,  gives  alien  status  on  grounds  of  “sex¬ 
ual  deviation”  to  people  entering  the  U.S. 
who  profess  to  be  homosexual.  In  1983,  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Day  Committtee 
of  San  Francisco  challenged  the  law  but  it 
was  upheld  by  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals 
for  the  Ninth  District.  The  court  did  rule, 
however,  that  a  Public  Health  Service 
(PHS)  doctor’s  certification  is  required 
before  a  person  can  be  declared  homosex¬ 
ual. 

The  current  controversy  over  the  law  was 
sparked  by  a  memo  in  which  Dr.  John 
West,  an  administrator  for  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS)  in 
San  Francisco,  suggested  that  extra  doctors 
would  be  needed  before  the  conference. 
West  has  made  himself  unavailable  to  the 
media  and  his  office  is  referring  calls  to  the 
PHS  in  Washington  D.C. 

“Apparently  some  word  came  through 
that  the  law  might  be  challenged,”  said  Jim 
Brown,  PHS  spokesperson.  Brown  told 
GCN  that  the  service  would  have  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  law  because  of  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment’s  1983  ruling.  “It’s  a  contempt  of 
court  issue  for  us,”  he  said. 

Gay  organizations  in  the  U.S.  say  they 
have  heard  nothing  about  international 
groups  challenging  the  policy.  “Nobody 
that  I  know  in  any  capacity  has  announced 
plans  to  test  the  law,”  said  Bill  Struzenberg, 
a  member  of  ACT  UP/San  Francisco.  He 
told  GCN  he  thought  the  announcement 
was  “a  flare  to  send  up  to  people  that  [INS 
officials]  are  going  to  enforce  this  archaic 
law.” 

Duke  Austin,  spokeperson  for  the  INS 
denied  that  the  organization  has  changed 
the  emphasis  of  its  policy.  “We  will  be  doing 
absolutely  nothing  different  than  we  have 
been  doing,”  he  told  GCN.  When  asked 
about  the  possibility  of  people  announcing 
their  homosexuality  at  the  U.S.  border, 
however,  he  said,  “I  don’t  think  it’s  inap¬ 


propriate  for  [the  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services]  to  speculate  about 
that  eventuality,  but  it  was  not  at  our 
urging.” 

Some  activists  are  skeptical  that  the  INS 
will  actually  conduct  large-scale  “testing” 
for  homosexuality  at  the  border.  Judy 
Rabinovitz,  staff  counsel  for  the  Immi¬ 
grants’  Rights  Project  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  told  GCN  that 
“at  this  point  we  don’t  anticipate  anyone 
being  denied  entry.”  She  did  say,  however, 
that  the  ACLU  would  be  “following  up” 
with  the  INS  to  help  prevent  border  testing. 

The  INS  has  been  subjected  to  embarrass¬ 
ing  scrutiny  while  observers  have  tried  to 
make  sense  of  its  revival  of  the  ban  on  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  the  context  of  other, 
more  conciliatory  gestures.  On  April  13,  for 
instance,  the  Bush  administration  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  would  issue  special  10-day 
waivers  to  people  with  HIV  who  are  travel¬ 
ing  to  the  U.S.  for  “approved”  confer¬ 
ences,  such  as  the  San  Francisco  conference. 
(See  GCN,  April  22-28,  1990.)  Under 
Federal  law  pushed  through  Congress  in 
1987  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R.-N.C.),  the 
United  States  currently  forbids  entry  to 
anyone  with  HIV.  More  than  80  interna¬ 
tional  groups  have  said  they  will  boycott  the 
conference  because  of  this  policy.  (See 
GCN,  May  20-26,  1990.) 

Among  lesbian  and  gay  activists  in  the 
San  Francisco  area,  said  Struzenberg, 
“There  are  two  schools  of  thought  about 
the  [most  recent]  announcement.  One  is  that 
the  INS  is  inept  and  paranoid,  but  not 
necessarily  completely  evil.  The  other  is  that 
this  is  a  well-timed,  well-placed 
conspiracy.”  Those  who  suspect  a  con¬ 
spiracy  say  they  believe  that  the  INS  is  trying 
to  sabotage  the  conference  by  creating  anxi¬ 
ety  among  those  who  will  have  to  travel  to 
the  U.S.  in  order  to  attend. 

In  either  case,  some  gay  activists  are  eager 
to  challenge  the  law.  “The  PHS  should  be 
practicing  medicine,  not  facilitating  a  witch 
hunt,”  said  Evan  Wolfson,  staff  attorney 
for  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund.  Wolfson  told  GCN  that  since  1984, 
the  Department  of  Justice  has  ordered  the 
PHS  to  give  exams  to  people  who  claim  to 
be  lesbian  or  gay  and  want  to  enter  the  U.S. 
Wolfson  said  that  this  was  despite  the  fact 
that  the  PHS  stopped  issuing  certificates  of 
homosexuality  after  the  American  Psycho¬ 
logical  Association  dropped  same-sex  orien¬ 
tation  from  its  list  of  mental  disorders  in 
1979. 

Wolfson  also  said  that  the  medical  cer¬ 
tification  the  San  Francisco  Freedom  Day 
Committee  won  in  1983  was  a  somewhat 
backhanded  concession  from  the  court. 
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Homophobe  disrupts 
AIDS  fundraiser 


After  raising  more  that  $200,000  for  AIDS  services  in 
Rhode  Island,  participants  in  the  Walk  for  Life  are 
confronted  by  an  anti-gay  talk  show  host /gubernatorial 
candidate 


By  Bill  Jesdale 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  —  The  third  annual 
Walk  for  Life  to  raise  money  for  AIDS  ser¬ 
vices  here  was  disrupted  June  3  when  a  right- 
wing  gubernatorial  candidate  attempted  to 
hold  a  counter-rally.  About  2,500  people 
raised  over  $210,000  for  Rhode  Island  Pro¬ 
ject  AIDS.  At  a  rally  following  the  walk, 
however,  walkers  were  confronted  by  a 
homophobic  “Steve  White  for  Governor” 
demonstration.  The  anti-gay  protesters  were 
eventually  removed  by  police  officers,  but 
not  before  hostile  encounters  between  sup¬ 
porters  of  White  and  walk  participants. 

“The  saddest  thing  is  that  there  are  people 
who  are  misinformed  enough  that  they 
allow  themselves  to  be  used  by  people  like 
Steve  White,”  said  A1  Wynder,  Walk  Coor¬ 
dinator.  “The  vast  majority  of  people, 
when  the  need  for  AIDS  services  is  made 
known,  respond  with  compassion.” 

White,  a  radio  talk  show  host,  is  not  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  serious  candidate  in  the 
gubernatorial  election.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  fired  five  years  ago  from  WHJJ,  after 
he  allegedly  referred  to  residents  of  a  Black 
neighborhood  in  Providence  as  “porch 
monkeys.”  White  maintains  that  he  re¬ 
signed  voluntarily.  He  is  currently  employed 
as  a  talk  show  host  at  WALE-AM  in  Pro¬ 
vidence. 

During  the  afternoon  AIDS  rally  at  the 
State  House,  White  supporters  began 
gathering  at  the  train  station  across  the 
street.  According  to  Wynder,  White  sup¬ 
porters  seemed  confused  by  the  presence  of 
the  AIDS  event.  A  number  of  people  asked 
where  the  White  rally  was,  and  others  stayed 
to  listen  to  the  music  provided  by  the  Walk 
for  Life.  White  supporters  eventually 
gathered  across  the  street  when  a  “Steve 
White  for  Governor”  banner  was  unfurled. 

A  short  time  later,  a  van  complete  with 
loudspeakers  and  White’s  banner  pulled  up 


next  to  the  State  House  lawn.  White,  who 
arrived  in  a  separate  car,  was  greeted  by  a 
mixture  of  cheers  from  supporters,  and 
boos  from  walkers  familiar  with  his  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  bigot  and  homophobe. 

The  late-afternoon  confrontation  be¬ 
tween  the  AIDS  demonstrators  and  White 
supporters  lasted  about  half  an  hour.  There 
were  between  50  and  100  counter-protesters, 
and  fewer  than  150  remaining  walk  par¬ 
ticipants,  as  many  had  already  gone  home. 

White  then  walked  up  the  State  House 
steps,  which  had  been  reserved  for  the  day 
by  the  Project.  As  he  reached  the  AIDS 
demonstrators.  White  and  two  or  three 
body  guards  were  separated  from  his  sup¬ 
porters  and  surrounded  by  members  of 
ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  and  the  Project. 

During  a  tense  showdown,  both  sides  ex¬ 
changed  angry  words.  Some  minor  acts  of 
physical  violence  were  reported,  including 
White  supporters  spitting  at  AIDS  walkers 
and  throwing  drinks  in  their  faces.  For  the 
most  part,  however,  the  confrontation  was 
kept  at  a  verbal  and  visual  level. 

AIDS  demonstrators  attempted  to  cut 
White  off  from  his  supporters  as  well  as  the 
crowd  attending  the  Walk  for  Life  rally  by 
holding  up  shirts  and  banners,  which  read, 
“We  are  all  living  with  AIDS,”  “The 
government  has  blood  on  its  hands,”  and 
“Read  my  Lips.”  The  R.I.  Alliance  for  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Civil  Rights  soon  raised  its  banner 
high  above  White’s  head,  and  the  “Walk  for 
Life  ’90”  banner  was  wrestled  in  front  of  his 
face  shortly  afterward.  A  number  of  same- 
sex  couples  also  engaged  in  public  kissing. 

Meanwhile,  both  sides  participated  in  a 
shouting  match.  AIDS  demonstrators 
chanted  “Bigot,”  “Shame,”  and  “Off  the 
air  and  out  of  the  closet,”  in  reference  to  the 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  still  believe  in  the  institution  of 
‘outing,’  but  I  believe  Evelyn  Murphy  was 
an  inappropriate  target  and  I  want  to 
apologize  to  her  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart. .  .She  is  a  classy  woman  and  a  friend  of 
the  gay  community.” 

—  Boston  gay  activist  Warren 
Blumenfeld,  retracting  statements  he  had 
made  two  days  earlier,  in  the  Boston 
Herald.  The  topic  for  the  June  4  edition  of  a 
local  talk  show,  ‘  ‘People  A  re  Talking,  ’  ’  was 
‘outing,  ’  the  practice  of  identifying  people, 
primarily  public  figures,  as  gay  or  lesbian. 
Blumenfeld  and  several  other  local  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  were  featured  as  panelists.  During  the 
show,  which  is  broadcast  live,  Blumenfeld 
said,  ‘‘...there  is  someone  running  for 
governor  right  here  in  Massachusetts  — 
Evelyn  Murphy  —  who  the  entire  gay  com¬ 
munity  knows  is  gay,  that  will  not  come 
out.  ”  Murphy  responded  the  next  day  by 
saying,  “There  are  questions  of  privacy  that 
I  just  am  going  to  draw  a  line  on  because  1 
don 't  think  they  bear  on  a  governor ’s  race.  ” 

On  the  same  day  that  Blumenfeld 
retracted  his  statements,  the  Coalition  for 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights,  a  Boston  gay 
rights  group,  announced  that  it  has  en¬ 
dorsed  Lt.  Gov.  Murphy  for  the  1990  guber¬ 
natorial  race.  The  group  also  said  that  Mur¬ 
phy  will  speak  at  a  rally  sponsored  by  the 
Coalition  on  June  11.  Murphy’s  campaign 
manager  confirmed  both  announcements, 
saying,  “We’re  out  to  garner  alt  the  support 
we  can.  We’re  excited  about  the  endorse¬ 
ment,  and  she’ll  be  at  the  rally.  ” 

Yale  students  lobby 
for  feminist 
teachers 

NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  —  Yale  law  school 
students  recently  presented  Dean  Guido 
Calabresi  with  a  petition  signed  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  student  body  who  want 
feminist  legal  theorists  to  be  hired  as  full¬ 
time  faculty  members. 

The  campus  group  “Students  for 
Feminist  Scholars”  (SFS)  drafted  the  peti¬ 
tion  which  points  out  the  need  for  feminist 
scholars  who  could,  for  example,  serve  as 
mentors,  and  “affirm  the  viewpoints  and 
experiences  of  women  of  color,  of  lesbians, 
married  women,  women  with  children,  and 
all  women  in  this  community,  ’ ’  according  to 
Sojourner.  The  petition  also  states,  “The 
absence  of  feminist  legal  theorists  threatens 
the  law  school’s  position  as  an  innovative 
center  of  legal  scholarship  and  leaves  the 
education  that  it  offers  incomplete.” 

Christi  Cunningham  of  SFS  further  ex¬ 
plained  the  petition  by  saying  that,  “We 
think  that  leaving  feminist  legal  theorists  off 
the  regular  faculty  has  left  a  gap  in  our  legal 
education.”  SFS  plans  to  take  further  ac¬ 
tion  by  proposing  a  list  of  suitable  can¬ 
didates  for  hire  to  the  faculty  hiring  commit¬ 
tee. 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Gay  executions  in 
Iran  continue 

TEHRAN,  Iran  —  The  British  Broad¬ 
casting  Corp.  Monitoring  Service,  an  in¬ 
vestigative  wing  of  British  state  radio  and 
television,  reports  that  the  government  here 
is  executing  those  found  "guilty”  of  engag¬ 
ing  in  gay  or  lesbian  sex. 

The  service  has  been  monitoring  the  Voice 
of  the  Islamic  Republic,  according  to  the 
Bay  Area  Reporter.  In  a  May  18  sermon, 
Ayatollah  Musavi-Ardebili  declared,  “For 
homosexuals,  men  or  women,  Islam  has 
prescribed  the  most  severe 
punishments... There  cannot  be  the  slightest 
degree  of  mercy  or  compassion  toward 
those  who  observe  inadequate  Islamic  dress 
or  toward  prohibitions.”  The  Ayatollah 
also  graphically  described  the  punishments, 
such  as  beheadings,  stonings,  and  burning 
people  to  death.  There  was  no  mention  of 
the  number  of  executions  committed  so  far. 

News  of  the  executions  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  Jan.  22  by  U.S.  columnist  Jack 
Anderson  who  said  the  crackdown  began  on 
New  Year's  Day  following  meetings  between 
Iranian  Chief  Justice  Morteza  Moghtadai 
and  other  officials.  Anderson’s  reports  were 
also  based  on  the  shortwave  radio  broad¬ 
casts  as  well  as  sources  in  Iran. 


The  U.S.  State  Department  deputy  public 
affairs  adviser  for  Near  Eastern  and  South 
Asian  affairs,  George  Malleck,  responded 
by  saying,  “Those  people  have  committed 
so  many  grievous  offenses  against  common 
decency,  you  shouldn’t  be  surprised  that 
this  is  just  one  more  group  of  people  who 
have  been  chosen  for  the  regime’s  ire.  They 
kill  lots  of  people  for  lots  of  reasons,  none 
of  which  makes  lots  of  sense.” 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Fundamentalists 
attack  pro-gay 
program  for 
students 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Calif.  —  Scores  of 
religious  fundamentalists  showed  up  at  a 
May  29  school  board  meeting  here  to  protest 
Project  10  programs,  which  provide  services 
to  lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual  students,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

Led  by  Paul  Cameron,  Ph.D.,  of  the 
Family  Research  Institute  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  who  believes  AIDS  is  transmitted  in 
the  air,  anti-gay  speakers  called  homosex¬ 
uality  “immoral  and  enslaving,”  and 
“learned  behavior.”  Several  speakers  called 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians  “to  repent  and  ac¬ 
cept  Jesus  Christ.” 

About  70  speakers  from  various  groups, 
both  pro-  and  anti-gay,  addressed  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District  Board  of 
Education  in  90-second  time  slots.  Gay 
teacher  Tom  Ammiano,  whose  10-year-old 
daughter  goes  to  a  public  school  here, 
criticized  the  fundamentalist  speakers  for 
their  sweeping  condemnations  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  and  the  proposed  resource 
center.  Ammiano  and  other  Project  10  ac¬ 
tivists  were  met  with  hoots,  hostile  catcalls 
and  placard  waving. 

On  June  12  the  board  will  vote  on  three 
Project  10  proposals:  the  creation  of  a  posi¬ 
tion  for  a  full-time  staff  person  to  operate 
the  resource  center;  the  creation  of  a  part- 
time  position  and  location  of  the  proposed 
office  in  the  Health  Resource  Office;  and  a 
resolution  calling  for  the  superintendent  to 
investigate  and  evaluate  the  need  for  pro¬ 
grams  which  address  the  drop-out  rate  in  the 
district. 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Adultery  law 
invoked  against 
Wisconsin  woman 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  A  19th  century 
adultery  law  is  being  used  here  in  a  custody 
battle  between  a  divorcing  couple.  Although 
Donna  Carroll  denies  having  extra-marital 
relations,  charges  were  filed  against  her  last 
July.  While  her  husband  admitted  that  he 
had  had  affairs,  he  has  not  been  charged 
under  the  law.  Instead,  he  swore  out  a 
criminal  complaint  against  Carroll. 

It  is  expected  that  charges  will  be  dis¬ 
missed,  but  a  probable  out-of-court  settle¬ 
ment  may  have  Carroll  performing  40  hours 
of  community  service  and  attending  two 
months  of  counseling,  according  to  So¬ 
journer.  District  Attorney  Robert  Eaton’s 
office  said  that  no  charges  would  be  filed 
against  the  husband  because  there  was  in¬ 
sufficient  evidence  that  his  actions  took 
place  in  Wisconsin. 

Almost  two  dozen  states  still  have 
adultery  statutes  on  the  books.  The 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
and  Carroll’s  attorney  have  filed  briefs 
stating  that  the  Wisconsin  law  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional  because  it  denies  rights  to  privacy  and 
equal  protection.  Eaton,  however,  said  he 
believes  the  law  is  still  valid  and  is  based  on 
the  “interest  of  the  state  in  the  preservation 
of  the  marriage.” 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Black  candidate  to 
challenge  Helms 

DURHAM,  N.C.  —  For  the  first  time  in 
this  century,  voters  here  have  nominated  a 
Black  man  for  U.S.  Senator.  Harvey  Gantt, 
former  mayor  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  won  a 
Democratic  Party  runoff  June  5  and  will 
face  conservative  Republican  Jesse  Helms  in 
November. 

Gantt  defeated  Michael  Easley,  a  white 


district  attorney,  in  the  runoff,  earning  60 
percent  of  the  vote.  (See  GCN,  May  13-19, 
1990.) 

“We’re  ecstatic,”  said  Mandy  Carter,  a 
Black  lesbian  activist  and  director  of  Senate 
Vote  ’90,  a  grassroots  organization  working 
to  defeat  Helms.  “We  haven’t  stopped  grin¬ 
ning  since  [Gantt]  won.”  Carter  told  GCN 
that  the  large  margin  of  Gantt’s  victory  in¬ 
dicates  that  his  support  reaches  beyond  the 
Black  community.  “A  whole  lot  of  white 
voters  out  there  said,  ‘it’s  time  for  a 
change,’”  she  said. 

Gantt,  47,  faces  an  uphill  battle  against 
three-term  incumbent  Helms,  but  according 
to  The  Boston  Globe,  polls  show  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  North  Carolinians  disagree  with 
Helms  on  a  number  of  issues. 

“The  question  has  become,  is  North 
Carolina  prepared  to  elect  a  Black  man  to 
the  U.S.  Senate?”  said  Carter.  “And  the 
answer  is,  unequivocally,  yes.” 

□  Chris  Nealon 

Ugandan  women 
educate  each  other 

BUWUNGA,  Uganda  —  Responding  to 
years  of  oppression  and  to  the  devastation 
of  the  AIDS  epidemic,  the  Uganda  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Women  Lawyers  has  been  traveling 
the  countryside  here  to  educate  women 
about  their  rights. 

Members  of  the  Association  have  been 
meeting  with  women  for  more  than  a  year, 
according  to  The  New  York  Times. 
Representatives  from  the  group  distribute 
information  on  issues  ranging  from 
women’s  right  to  own  property  to  the  threat 
of  physical  violence  from  men. 

“Fight  back,”  said  Sarah  Bahalaaliwo  of 
the  lawyers’  association,  explaining  that  a 
husband  might  try  to  take  hold  of  all  posses¬ 
sions  during  a  divorce  or  separation.  “He 
might  beat  you  up,  but  don’t  give  in.” 

Bahalaaliwo’s  group  has  published  a 
leaflet  entitled  “Wife-Beating  Is  Against  the 
Law”  that  disputes  the  popular  idea  that 
men  beat  women  as  a  sign  of  love.  The 
leaflet  argues  that  women  were  given  great 
respect  in  traditional  societies  and  that 
beating  women  was  despised. 

The  current  government  of  Uganda  is  at 
least  nominally  progressive  with  respect  to 
women.  Each  of  the  country’s  parliamen¬ 
tary  districts  has  an  at-large  seat  reserved  for 
a  woman,  and  a  woman  directs  the  centrally 
important  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

The  AIDS  epidemic  has  fostered  an  at¬ 
titude  of  fatalism  among  Ugandan  women, 
however.  “We  realize  our  men  have  AIDS 
after  it  is  too  late,  so  we  live  normally  with 
them  because  we  know  they  are  going  to 
die,”  said  one  woman. 

Dora  Kanabahita,  another  lawyer,  op¬ 
poses  this  way  of  thinking.  “Take  life  into 
your  own  hands,”  she  told  a  woman  who 
was  afraid  her  husband  might  send  her  away 
if  she  told  him  to  use  condoms.  “You  have  a 
brain.  You’ve  got  hands.  Don’t  rely  on  the 
man  to  provide  for  you,”  she  said. 

□  Chris  Nealon 

Gay  rights  law 
referendum  decision 
expected  this  month 

BOSTON  —  Gay  activists  will  hold  a 
demonstration  the  day  after  the 
Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
(SJC)  announces  a  decision  on  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  a  referendum  on  the  state’s  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  civil  rights  law.  In  hopes  of 
overturning  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  pro¬ 
tection  here,  right-wingers  initiated  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  place  a  referendum  question  on  the 
November  ballot.  Many  expect  that  the  SJC 
decision  will  be  announced  this  month. 

The  demonstration  will  take  place  at  City 
Hall  Plaza  at  Government  Center  at  5:15.  It 
will  be  followed  by  a  march  at  6:00.  If  the 
decision  by  the  SJC  is  handed  down  on  a 
Friday,  the  demonstration  will  be  held  on 
the  following  Monday.  The  demonstration 
is  sponsored  by  the  Progressive  Caucus  of 
the  Campaign  to  Defeat  the  Referendum. 
For  more  information,  call  (617)  868-7842. 

In  related  news,  the  steering  committee  of 
the  Campaign  to  Protect  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Civil  Rights  Law  will  hold  a  community 
meeting  to  solicit  input  about  the  direction 
of  the  campaign  on  June  16  at  2:00  at  the 
Arlington  Street  Church  in  Boston. 

□  Laura  Briggs 
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We’ve  been  funding  peace  and  social 
justice  for  22  years;  here’s  a  list  of  our 
1989  grants  to  gay/lesbian  organizations: 

ACT  UP/LA  (CA);  Alliance  to  Protect 
Human  Rights  &  Equality  (Athens,  OH); 
BWMT/Tallahassee  (FL);  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Resource  Center  (Des  Moines,  LA);  Gay 
Community  News  (Boston,  MA);  Iowa  Citizen 
Action  Network  (Des  Moines,  IA);  Lambda, 
Inc.  (Birmingham,  AL);  Lesbian  Agenda  for 
Action  (SF,  CA);  Lesbian  &  Gay  People  of 
Color  (Baltimore,  MD);  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Prisoner  Project  (Boston,  MA);  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays  (Detroit, 
MI);  OUT /LOOK  Magazine  (SF,  CA);  Simon 
Nkoli  Coordinating  Committee  (Cambridge, 
MA);  and  United  Fruit  Company  (Cambridge, 
MA). 


□  Here’s  my  donation. 

□  Please  send  me  more  information. 

□  Please  send  me  your  grant  guidelines. 

Name _ 

Address  _ 

City/State/Zip  _ 


For  information,  grant  guidelines,  or  to  make 
a  donation  (and  receive  our  monthly 
newsletter),  write  to: 

Resist,  One  Summer  St,  Somerville,  MA  02143 
(17-623-5110 


Address  only,  please 

Boston  PWAs  are  caught  in  the  middle  of  an  unusual  rift 
between  two  AIDS  advocacy  groups 


Boston  AIDS  walk  nets 
over  $2  million 


BOSTON  —  Over  20,000  participants  in  “From  All  Walks  of  Life,”  the  annual  pledge  walk  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  raised  $2.4  million  for  area  AIDS  service  and  advocacy 
agencies.  The  June  3  event  was  the  first  time  an  AIDS  walk  outside  of  New  York  broke  the  $2  million 
mark. 

“Given  the  economic  climate,  it’s  just  a  wonderful  statement,”  said  walk  coordinator  Richard 
Giglio.  “People  recognize  that  AIDS  has  not  gone  away.” 

The  fifth  annual  walk  brought  together  a  diverse  range  of  gay  men,  lesbians  and  bisexuals;  nuclear 
families;  AIDS  activists  and  neophytes;  people  of  color;  people  with  AIDS;  people  working  in  AIDS 
service  organizations;  and  people  from  several  area  corporations. 

About  half  the  money  raised  will  go  to  AAC,  which  just  announced  it  will  have  to  cut  its  next 
year’s  budget  from  $6  to  $5  million.  AAC,  the  largest  AIDS  organization  in  New  England,  recently  laid 
off  10  positions,  in  anticipation  of  a  $230,000  cut  in  their  funding  from  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Hospitals.  □ 

Hate  crimes  legislation 
advances  in  New  England 

Criticisms  are  raised  about  the  exclusion  of  “gender” 
from  most  of  the  laws 


By  Laura  Briggs 

WASHINGTON  —  There  were  62 
reported  bias-related  murders  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  in  the  U.S.  last  year,  and  hate 
violence  and  harassment  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians  continues  to  be  widespread,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  released  June  7  by  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  Though  the  violence  remains 
prevalent,  legislation  combatting  hate 
crimes  is  being  passed  with  increasing  fre¬ 
quency.  The  New  England  states  are  leading 
the  way  in  hate  crimes  laws,  where  all  states 
except  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
have  some  form  of  hate  crimes  legislation  on 
the  books. 

NGLTF  reports  7,031  incidents,  in¬ 
cluding  harassment,  assaults,  and  homicide, 
documented  by  119  groups  and  organiza¬ 
tions  in  40  states  and  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia.  “Although  we  have  made  remarkable 
strides  toward  freedom  since  Stonewall,” 
said  Kevin  Berrill,  director  of  NGLTF’s 
Anti-violence  Project,  “we  remain  a  com¬ 
munity  under  siege,  battling  an  epidemic  of 
bigotry  and  violence.” 

Of  the  total  incidents  reported,  approx¬ 
imately  two-thirds  (4,709)  were  incidents  of 
verbal  harassment.  NGLTF  also  recorded 
795  physical  assaults,  and  almost  the  same 
number  of  threats  of  physical  violence  (726). 
The  police,  often  considered  allies  in  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  stop  anti-gay  violence,  were  them¬ 
selves  the  perpetrators  of  abuse  in  330  in¬ 
cidents.  The  report  documents  385  acts  of 
vandalism  to  gay  and  lesbian  institutions, 
and  11  acts  of  arson,  including  the 
November  15  burning  of  the  home  of  a 
Springfield,  Mo.,  gay  activist  by  homo¬ 
phobes  displeased  by  his  participation  in  a 
local  production  of  The  Normal  Heart ,  a 
play  about  AIDS. 

Another  incident  cited  in  the  report  in¬ 
volves  anti-gay  violence  by  skinheads.  On 
April  18  in  Portland,  Ore.,  several 
skinheads  dismembered  a  dog  and  left  its 
head  on  a  gay  man’s  front  porch. 

Last  Aug.  27  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  five  young 
men  shot  and  killed  a  man  they  believed  to 
be  gay. 

Nineteen  percent  of  the  anti-gay  incidents 
occurred  on  college  campuses,  including 
several  male  students  smashing  eggs  in  the 
face  of  a  lesbian  activist  at  the  University  of 
Akron,  in  Ohio. 

The  statistics  released  by  NGLTF  are 


slightly  lower  than  last  year’s,  a  difference 
Berrill  says  does  not  necessarily  indicate  a 
decline  in  anti-gay  violence  overall. 
“Because  of  changes  in  the  groups  that 
report  to  us,”  Berrill  told  GCN,  “it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  make  any  generalizations  based 
on  so  small  a  difference  in  the  numbers.” 
Last  year,  7,248  incidents  were  recorded  by 
NGLTF,  compared  with  this  year’s  total  of 
7,031. 

Berrill  also  noted  that  underreporting  and 
the  lack  of  systematic  data  collection  in  1 989 
greatly  hampered  efforts,  a  situation  which 
should  be  partly  rectified  in  1990.  The  Hate 
Crimes  Statistics  Act,  signed  into  law  by 
President  Bush  April  23,  requires  federal 
law  enforcement  officials  to  begin  collecting 
data  on  hate-motivated  violence  against  in¬ 
dividuals  based  on  their  race,  religion, 
ethnicity,  or  sexual  orientation. 

Massachusetts 

In  Massachusetts,  there  was  no  question 
of  a  declining  number  of  gay-bashings.  The 
Fenway  Victim  Recovery  Program,  which 
also  released  numbers  June  7,  recorded  an 
almost  three-fold  increase  in  anti-gay  and 
-lesbian  incidents  in  the  first  five  months  of 
1990.  Seventy-seven  Massachusetts 
residents  were  victimized  in  46  hate- 
motivated  incidents,  compared  with  24  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  attacked  or  harassed  in  17  anti¬ 
gay  and  -lesbian  incidents  between  January, 
1990  and  May  31,  1990. 

Most  recently,  a  gay  man  was  called  a 
“faggot”  and  slashed  with  a  knife  across  the 
face  and  ear  on  May  28  in  Boston’s  South 
End,  according  to  Bill  Johnston  of  Boston’s 
Community  Disorders  Unit. 

Many  called  on  the  Massachusetts  state 
legislature  to  pass  the  Hate  Crimes  Report¬ 
ing  Bill.  “We  must  speak  out,  defend  and 
protect,  and  express  our  outrage,  whenever 
a  person  is  subject  to  verbal  or  physical 
abuse  because  of  race,  creed,  sex,  or  sexual 
orientation,”  said  Rep.  Byron  Rushing 
(D-South  End),  a  co-sponsor  of  the  bill. 
“This  violence  will  not  end  immediately, 
but  it  will  never  end  if  public  and  elected  of¬ 
ficials  do  not  speak  out  now  and  whenever 
hate  crimes  occur,”  he  said,  adding, 
“Whenever  an  African-American  is  a  victim 
of  a  hate  crime,  every  decent  American  has 
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By  Michael  Galvin 

BOSTON  —  In  what  some  local  activists 
see  as  capitulation  to  church  pressure,  the 
YWCA  has  asked  that  ACT  UP/Boston 
omit  mentioning  in  its  telephone  answering 
tape  that  it  meets  at  the  YWCA  building  on 
Tuesday  nights. 

“It  is  okay  for  ACT  UP  to  say  it  meets  at 
140  Clarendon  Street,  but  they  can’t  say 
they  meet  at  the  YWCA  at  140  Clarendon 
Street,”  said  Mel  Reicher,  founder  of  the 
YWCA-based  Living  Center,  a  support 
center  for  the  HIV-infected  community 
where  ACT  UP  holds  its  meetings.  ACT  UP 
members  point  out  that  there  is  no  street 
number  on  the  YWCA  building  identifying 
it  as  140  Clarendon  Street,  thereby  confus¬ 
ing  anyone  looking  for  that  address. 

The  request,  transmitted  through 
Reicher,  follows  a  telephone  call  to  the 
YWCA’s  executive  director  Mary  Reed 
from  the  Rev.  Ryan,  director  of  liturgy  for 
the  Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross  in  Boston’s 
South  End.  Reed’s  subsequent  decision  to 
have  ACT  UP  omit  the  YWCA  reference 
has  raised  controversy  between  ACT  UP 
and  the  Living  Center  about  whether  such  a 
request  constitutes  a  compromise  that  is  in 
the  community’s  best  interest. 

In  an  interview  on  June  2,  Ryan  said  that 
he  contacted  the  YWCA  after  he  called  a 
telephone  number  on  a  flier  promoting  an 
upcoming  demonstration  and  learned  that 
ACT  UP,  one  of  the  action’s  sponsors, 
meets  at  the  YWCA.  (The  “Outlaw  Car¬ 
dinal  Law”  demonstration  will  be  held  at 
the  Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross  on  June 
16.) 

“I  just  want  to  know  what  the  affiliation 
to  the  Y  is,  if  there  is  any,”  said  Ryan,  who 
also  confessed  to  having  a  practical  concern 
and  wanted  to  know  who  would  be  at  the 
demonstration.  “I  just  wanted  the  Y  to 
answer  my  questions.  I  had  no  full  agenda,” 
said  Ryan.  “I  told  [Reed]  specifically  that  I 
wasn’t  calling  representing  the  institution  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  I  was  calling  as  a  per¬ 
son.  I  never  suggested  that  she  or  the  Y  re¬ 
quest  anything  of  anyone,”  he  said. 

Reed,  who  denied  requests  to  be  inter¬ 
viewed,  did  say  that  she  had  spoken  with 
Ryan  and  made  an  appointment  for  him  to 
visit  with  her.  She  would  neither  deny  nor 
confirm  that  she  suggested  that  ACT  UP 
omit  its  telephone  reference  to  the  YWCA. 
“I  don’t  know  why  everyone  is  trying  to 
make  such  a  big  thing  out  of  Father  Ryan’s 


call,”  said  Reed.  “It  was  nothing  more  than-' 
a  simple  inquiry.” 

Reicher  said  that  Reed  suggested  to  him 
that  ACT  UP  delete  its  reference  to  the 
YWCA  immediately  following  Ryan’s  call, 
and  that  the  suggestion  has  since  become  a 
demand.  The  YWCA  requires  ACT TJP  to 
go  through  the  Living  Center  because  ACT 
UP  does  not  have  a  tenancy  with  the 
YWCA.  ACT  UP  subleases  its  space 
through  the  Living  Center. 

Reicher  added  that  Reed’s  suggestion,  if 
enacted,  would  allow  the  Living  Center  to 
continue  its  work  without  jeopardizing  its 
funding.  Reed’s  suggestion  would  also  serve 
to  placate  the  church  and  would  allow  ACT 
UP  to  continue  to  meet  without  interrup¬ 
tion. 

“Sometimes  you  have  to  make  these  little 
concessions  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  your 
work,”  said  Reicher.  “ACT  UP  and  the 
Living  Center  work  differently  but  we  each 
want  to  help  the  AIDS  community.  Mary 
Reed’s  suggestion  comes  from  the  same 
kind  of  concern. 

“We’re  supporters  of  ACT  UP,”  added 
Reicher.  “They’re  great  people  and  they’ve 
done  great  work,  getting  aerosolized 
pentamidine  released  and  covered  by  in¬ 
surance.  We  don’t  want  to  alienate  those 
who  fund  us  leaving  us  unable  to  help  our 
members.” 

Steven  Busby  is  a  member  of  both  the 
Community  Research  Initiative  and  the 
People  With  AIDS  Coalition,  which  main¬ 
tains  an  office  at  the  YWCA.  Busby  said  he 
sees  the  problem  as  political  rather  than 
financial. 

“Unfortunately,  the  Living  Center  does 
not  realize  that  you  can’t  be  involved  with 
AIDS  without  being  involved  with  politics,  ” 
said  Busby,  “and  their  fundraising-based 
concepts  say  that  they  can’t  do  anything 
controversial  because  it  affects  their  funding 
which  means  that  they  may  become  well- 
funded  but  won’t,  necessarily  serve  well  the 
AIDS-infected  community. 

Following  ACT  UP’s  June  5  meeting,  the 
group  made  public  its  intentions  not  to 
change  the  format  of  the  taped  message 
while  awaiting  a  meeting  with  Reed  who,  it 
was  hoped,  would  retract  her  request.  If 
such  a  retraction  should  prove  unattainable, 
ACT  UP  decided  that  it  would  “modify” 
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Wave  of  gay  murders 
continues  in  Atlanta 

One  suspect  is  indicted  as  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
works  to  educate  the  city's  police  force  and  a 
sensationalist  press 

By  Chris  Nealon 

ATLANTA  —  Activists  here  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  deal  with  a  rising  tide  of 
homophobic  violence,  including  the 
murders  of  several  gay  men  in  the  past  year 
and  a  half.  The  recent  indictment  of  one 
murder  suspect  has  brought  renewed  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  crisis. 

“There  have  always  been  a  lot  of  gay- 
related  homicides  in  Atlanta,”  said  Cathy 
Woolard,  chair  of  Atlanta’s  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Police  Advisory  Board.  Woolard  told 
GCN  that  most  of  the  murders  have  taken 
place  under  similar  circumstances:  the 
victim  meets  someone  at  a  bar,  takes  him 
home,  and  is  killed  by  the  person  he  has 
picked  up.  “It’s  often  the  same  scenario,” 
she  said. 

Henry  Eugene  Hodges,  23,  of  Nashville, 
was  indicted  for  murder  by  the  Fulton 
County  Grand  Jury  on  June  5.  According  to 
the  Atlanta  Journal-Constitution,  the  local 
daily  paper,  Hodges  met  Michael  Whisnant, 

33,  at  a  bar  on  May  16.  Police  say  that  Whis¬ 
nant,  who  was  in  Atlanta  for  a  convention, 
returned  with  Hodges  to  his  hotel  room  where 
Hodges  strangled  him.  Hodges  was  arrested 
May  18  while  trying  to  break  in  to  Whis- 
nant’s  home  in  Shelby,  Tenn.,  and  has  since 
indicated  that  he  may  be  responsible  for  as 
many  as  five  other  murders  of  gay  men  in 
the  Atlanta  area. 

Woolard  said  that  she  has  recorded  14 
murders  of  Atlanta  area  gay  men  in  the  past 
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year  and  a  half,  six  in  1989  and  eight  since 
January. 

“We  get  consistent  reports  of  violence  — 
robbery,  beatings  —  around  bars,”  said  Bill 
Gripp,  chair  of  the  Atlanta  Gay  Center’s 
board  of  directors.  He  added  that  gay  men 
“face  a  lot  of  fear.” 

A  week  after  Whisnant  was  murdered, 
another  Atlanta  gay  man  was  killed  under 
similar  circumstances,  according  to  The 
Southern  Voice,  a  local  gay  newspaper.  On 
May  23,  Michael  Everett,  a  resident  of  the 
city’s  heavily  gay  Midtown  neighborhood, 
was  beaten  and  stabbed  to  death  by  a  man 
he  brought  home  from  a  bar.  Police  have 
identified  Gregory  Crisp  of  Franklin, 
N.C.,  as  the  suspect  in  the  case. 

Uncertainty  still  surrounds  the  murder  of 
Harvey  Ensign,  an  Atlanta  gay  man  who 
was  found  beaten  and  stabbed  in  his  home 
on  March  24. 

Activist  response 

Gripp  told  GCN  that  in  response  to  the 
violence,  the  Center  will  be  publishing  a 
study  of  homophobic  violence  in  the  Atlan¬ 
ta  area.  He  also  said  that  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  a  1989  ordinance,  the  Atlanta  city 
council  will  be  publishing  its  first  report  on 
hate  crimes  July  1,  to  be  followed  every  six 
months  by  a  new  report. 

Continued  on  page  6 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Gay  Community  News  ts  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten.  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 


Opinions  reflected  in  '  editorials''  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (’indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


GCN  Job  Opening: 
Promotions  Coordinator 

Available  September.  Devise  strategies  to  increase 
sales  of  GCN  through  subscriptions,  newsstands 
and  bookstores.  Coordinate  direct  mail  campaigns, 
design  and  sending  of  renewal  notices,  exchange 
advertising,  VISA/MasterCard  sales  and  other  pro¬ 
motions. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertising, 
marketing  and  finances  desirable.  Copy  writing  abili¬ 
ty  and  graphics/design  skills.  Familiarity  with  com¬ 
puters. 

Deadline  for  applications:  July  20,  1990 

Classifieds/Word 
Processing  Coordinator 

Description:  Half-time  word  processing,  half-time 
classifieds.  Coordinate  word  processing  of  all  ar¬ 
ticles  for  paper.  Promote  and  develop  classified 
advertising,  manage  billing  and  accounts  for 
classified  ads  and  bookstore  distribution,  work  with 
promotions  staff  on  increasing  bookstore  sales. 

Qualifications:  Typing  60-plus  words  per  minute, 
strong  organizational  and  business  skills,  promo¬ 
tions  experience,  familiarity  with  computers 
(Microsoft  Word  software). 

Deadline  for  applications:  June  15,  1990 

GCN  positions:  All  GCN  positions  require  com¬ 
mitments  to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions  pay 
$2 1 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  Attn:  Natalie  Diffloth 


The  “Community  Voices"  and  “Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  tnie  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community. 
We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings 
and  comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  ex¬ 
pressed  within  our  pages.  We  welcome  all  contri¬ 
butions  except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of  letters 
and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  sent 
elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space-available  basis 
only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
“Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length  and 
clarity,  in  consultation  with  the  author.  The  opi¬ 
nions  expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are 
not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Let¬ 
ters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES. 
“Speaking  Out"  contributions  can  be  NO 
LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a 
short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  “Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  received  from  authors  who  have  had 
other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  temporarily  delayed. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  —  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices  or  Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Protest  Cardinal  Law 

Dear  GCN: 

ACT  UP/Boston,  the  Reproductive 
Rights  Network  (R2N2),  and  the  Coalition 
for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  will  be 
sponsoring  a  demonstration  against  Car¬ 
dinal  Bernard  Law’s  interference  in  public 
policy.  We  will  specifically  address  the  issues 
of  AIDS  education,  reproductive  rights, 
and  the  rights  of  gay,  lesbian,  and  bisexual 
people.  These  issues  are  closely  related  in 
that  they  are  all  based  on  our  ability  to  con¬ 
trol  and  make  decisions  about  our  own 
bodies.  The  demonstration  will  be  held 


Saturday  June  16th  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.  at 
the  Holy  Cross  Cathedral  on  Washington 
Street  in  Boston’s  South  End.  June  16th  is 
Ordination  Day,  and  as  such,  we  can  rely  on 
Cardinal  Law’s  presence  at  the  church. 

Cardinal  Law  wields  a  great  deal  of  power 
in  Boston.  He  has  influence  within  the 
legislature,  as  well  as  with  the  press.  Pro¬ 
bably  no  single  individual  in  this  area 
represents  a  greater  threat  to  our  rights. 
Cardinal  Law  is  against  AIDS  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  has  been  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  keeping  health  clinics  out  of  the 
schools  for  fear  that  they  will  become  loca¬ 
tions  where  young  people  can  receive  infor¬ 
mation  about  and  access  to  contraception. 
Cardinal  Law  denies  women’s  right  to 
choose  abortion,  and  is  a  supporter  of 
Operation  Rescue,  a  group  of  anti¬ 
abortionists  who  block  access  to  women’s 
clinics.  Operation  Rescue  has  used  Catholic 
church  property  for  several  of  their  events. 
In  recent  years,  Cardinal  Law  had  a  taped 
sermon  played  at  all  masses  urging  Catholics 
to  vote  against  the  gay  rights  bill,  which, 
after  17  years,  has  finally  beocme  law.  Now, 
Cardinal  Law  is  supporting  efforts  to  repeal 
this  law. 

The  issue  of  freedom  of  religion  can  be  a 
difficult  one.  The  Constitution  states  that 
the  government  shall  not  establish  or  sup¬ 
port  a  specific  religion.  The  Catholic 
Church  has  a  long  history  of  involvement  in 
public  affairs.  Today  in  the  U.S.,  it  is  one  of 
several  religious  organizations  attempting  to 
impose  their  moral  values  by  influencing 
public  policy.  Courts  have  ruled  that  the 
tax-free  status  of  the  Catholic  Church  does 
not  prohibit  it  from  engaging  in  lobbying 
and  other  public  policy  interference,  despite 
the  fact  that  in  principle  tax-free  organiza¬ 
tions  are  forbidden  to  engage  in  such  activi¬ 
ty.  Cardinal  Law  and  other  members  of  the 
Catholic  hierarchy  have  gone  beyond  the 
sphere  of  the  church  in  an  attempt  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  lives  of  those  who  do  not  share 
their  beliefs.  This  is  unacceptable.  We  can¬ 
not  be  afraid  to  question  and  challenge  the 
Church  hierarchy  for  fear  of  impinging  on 
religious  freedom.  The  Church  relies  on  this 
perceived  immunity  from  criticism,  while  at 
the  same  time  having  no  qualms  about 
breaching  the  wall  of  separation  between  the 
church  and  state  from  the  other  side.  It  is 
also  important  to  consider  the  harm  that  the 
Catholic  hierarchy  does  by  teaching  hatred 
within  its  own  walls.  There  are  many  gay, 
lesbian,  and  bisexual  young  people  who  are 
being  taught  that  they  are  evil  and  immoral 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation.  We  hope 
that  by  our  opposition  to  Cardinal  Law, 
these  people  may  see  that  his  views  are  not 
monolithic. 

We  are  outraged  at  the  threat  to  our  right 
to  control  our  own  bodies,  our  right  to  ade¬ 
quate  health  care  and  information,  and  our 
right  to  sex  without  punishment.  In  an  age 
of  AIDS  misinformation,  bureaucratic 
stonewalling,  endangered  reproductive 
rights,  and  sanctioned  homophobia,  we 
must  act  now.  There  are  also  plans  in  pro¬ 
gress  for  civil  disobedience.  CD  training  will 
be  available.  For  more  information  call 
Michael  at  354-6562  or  49-ACTUP. 

Sincerely, 
Liz  Highleyman 
ACT  UP/Boston,  Mass. 

A  lesbian,  a  healer  and  a  top 

Dear  GCN : 

I  am  old  enough  to  remember  the  days 
before  Stonewall.  The  days  of  lezzies,  fag¬ 
gots,  homos  and  the  more  common  term 
“Queer.”  The  time  when  we  were  told  we 
were  “sick.”  We  were  told  to  take  some 
miracle  pill  and  wake  up  as  “Beaver 
Cleaver’s”  brother  or  sister.  We  were  told 
that  we  had  no  right  to  be  ourselves,  no  right 
to  personal  happiness  and  surely  no  right  to 
exist. 

Then  a  beautiful  band  of  feminine  men, 
drag  queens  and  diesel  dykes  found  their 
voices  at  Stonewall.  The  rest  of  us  watched 
from  behind  our  closet  doors.  Living 
double-fractured,  unhappy  lives.  Lives 
where  we  had  two  sets  of  clothes.  Do  you 
remember  those  days?  Because  I  do. 

Slowly  we  found  our  voices  as  we  each 
found  the  courage  to  say  “I  am  a  Lesbian  or 
Gay  man.”  We  united  to  fight  against  laws 
which  invaded  not  only  our  bedrooms,  but 
hearts. 

As  we  found  our  voices,  we  each  began  to 
grow.  Through  that  grow  th  began  a  process 
of  becoming  ourselves. 

For  the  past  few  years  I  have  lived 
peacefully.  And  now  I  hear  once  again  the 
voices  of  Stonewall,  this  time  coming  from 
within  our  own  community.  Sister  yelling  at 
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Safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines 

GCN  offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented 
cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get  from  one 
person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand  fistfucked  their 
partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

How  to  Play  Safer 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  peo¬ 
ple  make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history 
and/or  HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situa¬ 
tion.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example, 
many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Cnsco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre  cum 

gets  in  your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  unne  No  information 
has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  "female  ejaculate." 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  dean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  nsk.  Discuss  this  nsk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutntion,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 

Intravenous  Drug  Use 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  dean  them  before  and  after  each  infection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency,  nib¬ 
bing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  pbsuc  in  water  for  at  least  I S  minutes. 
(Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  dean  your  works.) 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline  I  (BOO)  342  75 14 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston  I  (BOO)  235  2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hodine  i>  nguaf).  Boston  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Dreg  Use  Taskforce.  Boston  (617)  437  4200 

Gay  Men  s  Health  Cns»  (GMHC).  New  Yo ik  (212)  807-665S 

National  Mmonty  AIDS  Camd  (NMAC).  Washington.  D  C  (202)  $44-1076 

Women  s  AJDS  Network  San  Francisco  (41$)  664-4376 


s/m  sister,  “You’re  sick.”  The  other 
responding  with  “Keep  your  morals  out  of 
my  bedroom.”  Where,  people,  have  you 
heard  this  before?  Doesn’t  it  sound  just  a  lit¬ 
tle  familiar? 

As  individual  people,  we  have  the  right  to 
find  happiness,  as  long  as  we  harm  none.  If 
we  are  loving,  caring  and  in  agreement  there 
is  no  harm.  If  we  respect  ourselves  and  those 
around  us,  we  in  turn  deserve  respect. 

This  year  I  will  march  as  a  Lesbian,  a 
Healer  and  a  Top.  Once  again,  I  have  found 
my  voice. 

_  Meggin 

■  Hull,  Mass. 

I  know  where  1*11  place  my 
bets 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  are  due  to  GCN  and  news  editrix 
Kelly  Gaines  for  doing  such  a  lovely  editing 
job  on  my  recent  article  about  the 
Burroughs-Wellcome  research  secrecy  bill, 
S.1578  ( GCN  April  15-21,  1990).  Many 
GCN  readers  do  not  have  a  grasp  of  how 
tough  it  is  for  a  community-based  organiza¬ 
tion  like  GCN  to  get  the  news  out  while  re¬ 
taining  balance  and  working  within  a  limited 
budget.  Many  stories  and  features  are  the 
work  of  community  members  who  feel  pas¬ 
sionately  about  a  subject  or  who  feel  it  im¬ 
portant  to  keep  a  collective  process  working 
by  volunteering.  Often  this  work  is  ex¬ 
cellent,  but  in  many  cases  (such  as  when  I 
write  for  GCN),  the  writing  needs  lots  of 
editing  to  meet  space  restraints  and  to  pre¬ 
sent  news  clearly.  Meanwhile,  events  break 
constantly,  making  more  last  minute  work 
for  staff  writers  and  editors.  Grassroots 
journalism  such  as  is  practiced  at  GCN  re¬ 
quires  the  input  of  community  members  to 
provide  press  releases,  short  news  items,  let¬ 
ters  such  as  this  one,  or  longer  work  for 
features  articles,  as  well  as  contributions  of 
either  time  or  money. 

As  GCN  works  toward  a  goal  of  raising 
$50,000  to  phase  into  desktop  publishing, 
this  support  is  ever  more  important.  It  isn’t 
just  the  money;  when  I  look  at  my  own  poor 
attendance  record  at  GCN's  Friday  night 
stuffing/mailing  sessions,  it  is  apparent  that 
actual  hands-on  work  is  needed.  GCN  does 
not  have  the  luxury  of  on-site  darkroom 
facilities,  slick  mechanization,  or  legions  of 
paid  staff  to  get  the  physical  work  done,  nor 
does  it  have  an  army  of  reporters  to  cover 
each  and  every  event. 

In  the  area  of  detailed  treatment/research 
issues  on  AIDS,  this  has  meant  making 
choices.  AIDS  reporting  is  time-consuming 
and  tedious;  it  involves  exhaustive  research 
in  order  to  make  sure  that  life-and-death 
issues  get  reported  accurately.  At  NEXT 
Magazine,  we  embarked  on  an  adventure 
with  AIDS  reporting  and  put  out  some  very 
fine-tuned  medical  material,  but  this  meant 
letting  other  strong  points  wane.  Often  it  is 
more  responsible  to  retain  first  rate  coverage 
of  the  political/social  aspects  of  AIDS  as 
they  relate  to  the  treatment/research  drama 
rather  than  attempting  to  diagram  cell 
receptor  sites  or  describe  trials  in  detail.  It  is 
therefore  critical  that  AIDS  activists  and 
PWAs  with  important  information  let  GCN 
know  by  calling,  sending  in  a  press  release, 
or  writing  a  letter  or  news  note.  While  every 
area  of  concern  I  have  raised  has  not  been 
immediately  printed,  I  have  found  GCN 
willing  to  take  leads  seriously  and  show  fcon- 
cern.  1  would  encourage  those  with  expertise 
to  submit  writing  on  treatment/research 
issues,  keeping  in  mind  that  GCN  is  indeed  a 
community-based  collective  that  depends  on 
this  kind  of  input.  Many  people  out  there 
think  they  aren’t  good  enough  writers  to  do 
this,  but  they  are.  Editors,  hard  as  it  may  be 
to  believe,  are  there  to  make  community  in¬ 
put  look  good  and  to  help,  not  hinder,  the 
creative  process. 

The  community  needs  to  appreciate  the 
intense  demands  put  on  staff  writers  for  our 
local  news  outlets.  Having  worked  in  this 
capacity,  I  am  aware  of  how  huge  the  weekly 
volume  is  for  a  reporter  like  GCN1  s  Laura 
Briggs.  Each  letter,  tidbit,  or  contribution  is 
a  way  of  saying  thank  you,  while  getting 
more  news  into  print.  With  the  fundraising 
goal  for  moving  to  desktop  publishing  a  big 
push  is  needed.  (Desktop  will  be  a  radical 
jump  past  old  systems  of  writing,  editing, 
copy-editing  and  typesetting,  as  well  as 
layout.)  GCN  provides  a  unique  perspective 
that  1  don’t  see  anywhere  else;  it  should 
thrive  as  we  enter  the  ’90s. 

I  am  reminded  of  GCN’s  uniqueness 
when  reading  work  such  as  Michael  Bron- 
ski’s  “Innocent  victims”  (Hindsight,  GCN 
April  15-21,  1990)  about  the  New  York  doc¬ 
tor  who  sued  the  hospital  she  practiced  in 


over  contracting  AIDS  through  a  needle 
stick,  and  its  relevance  to  the  Ryan  White 
story.  While  the  concepts  of  “innocent” 
versus  “not-so-innocent”  ways  of  contrac¬ 
ting  AIDS  have  been  given  attention 
elsewhere,  it  was  here  that  thought  and  car¬ 
ing  made  for  very  valuable  commentary. 
The  competition  seems  forever  entrenched 
in  ’80s  style  materialism,  wasting  valuable 
copy  space  on  what  appears  to  be  a  move 
towards  solidifying  the  gay  Republican 
vote.  Since  trends  usually  come  full  circle, 
and  with  a  new  era  for  GCN  just  around  the 
corner,  I  would  place  my  bets  on  GCN. 

Sincerely, 
Steve  Rose 
Boston,  Mass. 

HIV  prisoner  support 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  sup¬ 
port  in  our  struggle  to  institute  a  Peer  Sup¬ 
port  Group  for  HIV  positive  prisoners  here 
at  Attica.  After  numerous  meetings  with  the 
administration  our  proposal  was  approved. 
It  included  outside  speakers  and  inside 
group  discussions  on  feelings  about  HIV 
status;  concerns  with  deteriorating  health 
and  death;  living  with  HIV  in  prison; 
responsibility  and  means  to  be  sure  not  to 
spread  the  virus;  promoting  better  care  of 
one’s  health;  relating  to  family  and  friends 
about  this  condition;  and  available  outside 
resources. 

I  would  like  to  stress  for  prisoners  around 
the  country  that  if  there  are  no  HIV  peer 
support  groups  (run  by  prisoners  for 
prisoners),  take  the  initiative  and  draw  up  a 
proposal  and  submit  it  to  the  administra¬ 
tion.  If  you  need  help,  write  to  me  and  1  will 
be  glad  to  give  you  any  information  I  have. 
It  is  a  proven  fact  that  such  groups  ease  the 
stress  of  living  with  HIV  and  greatly  extend 
your  life  expectancy. 

When  I  was  first  diagnosed  in  January 
1989,  I  was  in  solitary  confinement,  in  a 
room  in  the  hospital  with  a  solid  door  on  it 
and  allowed  no  human  contact  for  90  days, 
except  the  guard  and  the  nurse  who  brought 
food  and  medication.  It  would  have  been 
easy  just  to  lay  down  and  die,  but  1  got  so 
mad  at  the  way  I  was  being  treated  for  being 
HIV  positive  that  I  refused  to  give  in  and 
decided  to  stand  up  and  fight. 

1  would  also  like  to  thank  the  guys  work¬ 
ing  with  me  here:  David  Gilbert,  David 
Hunter  and  Cruz  Salgado,  for  giving  me  the 
strength  to  go  on.  Our  goal  is  to  have  an  of¬ 
fice  staffed  by  inmates  to  offer  pre-  and 
post-test  counseling,  and  to  do  educational 
seminars  for  general  population. 

If  there  is  anybody  who  would  like  to  help 
us  with  literature  or  videos  about  living  with 
AIDS  or  HIV,  they  are  greatly  needed  and 
will  be  appreciated. 

In  closing  this  letter  I  would  just  like  to 
say  to  everybody  who  is  HIV  positive, 
whether  in  prison  or  free,  that  there  is  hope 
and  don’t  give  up.  Stand  up  and  fight  for 
your  rights  as  a  human  being  and  to  be 
treated  as  such. 

Sincerely, 
Joseph  Keller 

86A  0508 

_  Box  149 

■  Attica,  NY  14011 

After  6  years,  1 1  months  and  2 
days.. .difficult  to  find  the 
words 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  finally  scheduled  for  release  next  Fri¬ 
day,  the  25th.  I  want  to  thank  you  GCN  for 
being  a  part  of  my  life  and  helping  me  get 
through  the  last  five  years.  Receiving  the 
paper  gave  me  a  sense  of  community,  identi¬ 
ty  and  boosted  my  self-esteem.  Sharing  it 
with  others  generated  many  lively  discus¬ 
sions,  over  the  years.  I’ve  seen  the  paper 
have  an  empowering  effect  on  my  friends 
who  needed  to  discover  they  were  not  alone. 

I’m  sure  it  is  difficult  for  your  staff  and 
your  readers  to  comprehend  how  much 
receiving  GCN  means  to  prisoners  or  the 
rehabilitation  effect  it  has  on  us.  It’s  dif¬ 
ficult  for  me  to  find  the  words  to  convey  it. 
In  any  event,  keep  up  the  good  work  know¬ 
ing  your  efforts  are  sincerely  appreciated 
and  work  minor  miracles  every  day. 

Since  I  am  returning  to  the  free  world  in 
the  next  few  days,  cancel  my  subscription, 
so  another  prisoner  can  look  forward  to 
receiving  GCN. 

Sincerely, 

_  Lee  Donehower 

i —  Lincoln,  NE 


Eliminating  domestic  violence 

Dear  GCN: 

Last  year,  a  woman  was  battered  every  18 
seconds  in  the  United  States.  In 
Massachusetts  alone,  21,384  women  were 
assisted  by  battered  women’s  shelters  or  bat¬ 
tered  women’s  support  networks.  For  the 
past  10  years,  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  Violence  (NCADV)  has 
provided  technical  assistance  and  support  to 
shelter  providers  nationally. 

The  National  Coalition  Against  Domestic 
Violence  is  the  only  national  organization  of 
shelters  and  support  programs  for  battered 
women  and  children.  This  summer, 
NCADV  is  holding  a  national  conference, 
Freedom  Through  Unity  and  Diversity: 
1990  And  Beyond.  Approximately  1,500 
women  who  work  with  victims  of  battering 
are  coming  together  from  every  part  of  the 
country  to  share  their  skills,  experiences, 
and  leadership.  Our  purpose  is  to  create  a  vi¬ 
sion  for  change  in  the  ’90s  that  is  based  on 
our  unity  and  diversity.  To  do  this,  we  need 
your  help. 

It  is  the  goal  of  NCADV  and  each  and 
every  participant  in  the  conference  to 
eliminate  violence  against  women  and 
children.  Such  violence  results  from  the  use 
of  force  or  threat  to  gain  control  over  others 
in  intimate  relationships.  Abuses  of  power 
in  society  through  racism,  sexism,  classism, 
homophobia,  foster  battering  by  perpetuat¬ 
ing  conditions  which  condone  oppression. 

It  is  our  belief  that  violence  against 
women  can  be  eliminated  only  through  a 
movement  that  is  reflective  of  our  diverse 
nature,  our  concern  for  each  other  and  the 
united  front  that  we  create.  Therefore,  the 
many  groups  of  women  affected  by  or  active 
in  this  movement  must  be  included  in  this 
skills-building  and  resource-sharing  con¬ 
ference. 

We  are  asking  for  your  financial  suport  of 
this  effort  so  that  we  may: 


•  provide  expenses  for  low-income 
women 

•  provide  outreach  to  women  of  color 

•  provide  childcare  for  women  with 
children 

•  make  the  conference  accessible  to  the 
less-abled 

•  provide  specific  forums  for  women  of 
color,  lesbian  women,  and  formerly 
battered  women. 

Please  assist  us  in  making  this  conference 
available  to  the  many  women  involved  in  the 
effort  to  end  violence  against  women.  Send 
your  tax-deductible  donation  to  NCADV 
1990  Conference  and  play  a  role  in  stopping 
violence  against  women  (NCADV,  107 
South  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  Mass.  02111). 

Sincerely, 
Terry  Person 
Dianne  Maughan 
Co-Chairs  1990  NCADV  Conference 
Boston.  Mass. 


Lesbians  and  gay  men  of 
Somerville,  Mass.: 

Check  out  the  gay  and  lesbian  Pride  display  at  the 
main  branch  of  the  Somerville  Library  (2nd  floor)!! 


FENS  ATTACK 
HOTLINE 
426-4184 

Anyone  with  information  about  the  recent  brutal 
attacks  in  the  Fenway  area  of  Boston  is  strongly  en¬ 
couraged  to  call  the  Fens  Attack  24-hour  hotline, 
426-4184.  All  calls  will  be  held  in  strictest  con¬ 
fidence. 


WE  RE  ALMOST  THERE  ttt 


|  Desktop  Publishing  — 
It's  coming  our  way! 

I 


With  your  support,  OCN  will 
soon  be  producing  the  paper  on  a 
desktop  publishing  system!  This 
a  will  mean  big  changes  for  us,  and 
I  changes  for  what  you’ll  be  seeing  in 
K  t.Vip  nanpr  ton 


the  paper  too. 

Please  consider  making  a 
contribution.  You'll  see  the  results! 

What  is  desktop  publishing? 

With  desktop  publishing,  all 
I  design  and  layout  are  done  directly 

Sw  on  a  computer  screen.  Publications 
widely  prefer  desktop  for  its  speed, 
versatility  and  cost-effectiveness. 


PS 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS 


What  will  desktop  publishing 
provide  GCN? 

>■  broad  versatility  in  design 
>-  wide-scale  cost  savings 
>-  greater  productivity  and 
efficiency  in  production 
>-  a  tool  for  improving  the  breadth 
and  timeliness  of  our  coverage 
>•  a  springboard  for  expansion 

Why  now? 

Desktop  publishing  will  give 
GCN  the  edge  not  only  to  produce  a 
better  looking  paper,  but  to  broaden 
the  use  of  our  existing  resources  - 
bringing  our  readers  both  late- 
breaking  news  and  wide  coverage  of 
national  and  international  issues  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 


□ 


Yes !  ( 

I  want  to  support  GCN's  | 
desktop  publishing 
project. 

I  would  like  to  make  a  tax -deductible 
contribution  of: 

□  $600  □  $260  a$100  □  $75  S 

□  $60  □  $36  □  $26  □  $15 

□  Other  $ _ 


Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  GCN  or  to  the  Bromfleld 
Street  Educational  Foundation* 


Zip 


I  would  like  to  charge  my  donation 

to  my  VISA  or  Mastercard  account. 

□  VISA  □  Mastercard 
Acct.  #: _ _ 


Expiration  date: 
v(^Signature: _ 


Gay  Community  News  is  published  by  the  t 
non-profit,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation. 


Please  return  to 

Gay  Community  News 
Desktop  Publishing  Campaign  1090 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 


^  _ „ _ 
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Suspect  nabbed  in 
Fens  attack 

Arrested  man  could  be  connected  to  a  series  of  beatings 
in  the  cruising  area  over  the  last  year  and  a  half 


Laura  Briggs 

detectives.  Assistant  D.A.  Leone  said  the 
investigation  into  his  connection  with  the 
other  violent  incidents  was  ongoing. 
“Because  he’s  the  first  person  to  be  arrested 
for  assault  in  that  area,  he’s  certainly  a 
prime  suspect  in  the  other  attacks,”  said 
Leone. 

Leone  defended  the  decision  not  to  file 
civil  rights  charges  for  gaybashing  in  this 
case.  “Just  on  the  face  of  it,  an  assault  in  the 
Victory  Garden  area  [in  the  Fens]  is  not  a 
civil  rights  violation,”  he  told  GCN.  “You 
can’t  say  it’s  a  civil  rights  violation  just 
because  of  the  reputation  an  area  has.”  He 
added,  however,  that  if  Knight  could  be  tied 
to  the  other  assaults  in  the  area,  there  is  a 
“possibility”  that  civil  rights  charges  could 
be  filed. 

Charging  Knight  with  a  civil  rights  viola¬ 
tion  “is  one  of  the  things  we’re  definitely 
looking  at,”  said  Bill  Johnston.  Johnston, 
of  the  Community  Disorders  Unit,  is  also 
the  newly  appointed  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  liason  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  He  said  that  he  understood  Leone’s  con¬ 
cern,  because  it  is  difficult  to  assess  whether 
people  were  attacked  because  they  were 
vulnerable  or  because  they  were  gay.  He 
added,  however,  that  since  some  of  the  men 
where  not  robbed,  “As  a  police  officer,  it 
would  certainly  jump  into  my  mind  that  he 
was  attacked  because  of  his  difference.” 

Attorney  Kevin  Cathcart,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders,  said  that  he  was  not  optimistic 
that  all  of  the  assaults  could  be  prosecuted. 
“There  will  be  stronger  cases  and  weaker 
cases,”  said  Cathcart.  “It’s  going  to  be  very 
difficult  in  cases  where  people  didn’t  see 
anything  or  don’t  remember  anything.”  □ 


Atlanta 

Continued  from  page  3 

In  addition,  said  Gripp,  he  has  conducted 
a  course  teaching  Atlanta  police  officers 
how  to  respond  effectively  to  homophobic 
crimes  for  the  past  six  years.  He  said  that 
such  offenses  were  still  inadequately  record¬ 
ed,  however,  because  the  procedures  for 
dealing  with  them  are  new.  “It’s  not  a  prob¬ 
lem  of  officer  insensitivity,”  he  said,  “as 
much  as  a  deployment  problem.” 

Woolard  and  Gripp  agree  that  the 
murders  make  up  only  a  part  of  the  violence 
that  threatens  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
Atlanta.  On  the  Police  Adisory  Board,  said 
Woolard,  “We  try  to  distinguish  between 
anti-gay  and  gay-related  violence.”  She 
described  anti-gay  violence  as  the  kind  of  at¬ 
tacks  that  do  not  necessarily  take  place  in  a 
gay  context,  like  a  bar,  but  which  are 
nonetheless  motivated  by  homophobia. 

Gay-related  violence,  she  said,  involved  at¬ 
tacks  related  to  specifically  gay  activities, 
social  or  political.  She  said  that  the  murders 
in  Atlanta  fall  under  the  second  category. 

Gripp,  meanwhile,  said  he  was  concerned 
that  the  murders  have  allowed  mainstream 
media  to  pick  up  sensational  stories  without  ad¬ 
dressing  the  long-term  problem  of  homo- 
phobic  violence.  Exclusive  attention  to  the 
murders,  said  Gripp,  obscures  the  fact  that 
"gay  men  and  lesbians  are  injured  every 
week  in  Atlanta  —  and  in  every  city  in  the 
country.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

AIDS  groups 

Continued  from  page  3 

the  tape  in  such  a  way  as  to  implicate  both 
the  YWCA  and  the  Catholic  Church 
without  using  their  names. 

“1  sympathize  with  the  Living  Center  but 
it’s  morally  wrong  to  ask  ACT  UP  to  hide 
itself  away,”  said  ACT  UP’s  Steven  Skuce. 

"It’s  secrecy  that  we’re  trying  to  fight.  It’s 
been  people  who’ve  wanted  to  keep  things 
hidden  in  the  AIDS  crisi§  that's  been  the 
problem  since  1980. 

"I  would  challenge  the  Y  and  the  Arch¬ 
diocese  to  debate  me  any  time  on  the  subject 
of  what  they’ve  done  lately  to  keep  people 
with  AIDS  alive,”  continued  Skuce.  “We’re 

PAGE  6  □  JUNE  10-16,  1990  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


W  <J-,1  I 


about  serious  concrete  change  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS.  I  don’t  think  the  Archdio¬ 
cese  or  the  Y  can  say  that  that’s  their  goal.” 

Kevin  Flynn,  a  Living  Center  volunteer 
and  member  of  ACT  UP,  typifies  the 
frustration  of  many  PWAs  who  feel  they  are 
caught  in  the  middle.  “I  can’t  take  away 
from  what  the  Living  Center  has  afforded 
me.  It’s  afforded  me  the  chance  to  meet 
people  in  the  same  situation  as  myself  and 
that’s  been  great,”  he  said. 

“But  I  get  very  tired  of  people  telling  me 
when  a  compromise  of  my  integrity  is  called 
for.  At  what  point  do  they  respect  the  digni¬ 
ty  that  I  maintain  in  my  life  by  confronting 
groups  like  the  Catholic  Church  who  tell  me 
I  am  wrong  and  immoral?”  asked  Flynn.  He 
added,  “It  is  a  sacrifice  each  time  we  have 
to  succumb  to  the  pressures  of  a  group  like 
the  Catholic  Church.  And  good  intentions 
just  fall  short  of  what  is  really  important 
to  someone  who  has  AIDS  or  is  HIV  in¬ 
fected.”  □ 

INS 

Continued  from  page  I 

“The  court  said,  ‘Fine.  You  want  a  medical 
examination?  Here’s  a  rubber  stamp  that 
says,  “medical  examination.”  ’  ” 

Luckily,  said  Wolfson,  the  tensions  bet¬ 
ween  various  government  policies  have 
created  a  confusion  that  lesbian  and  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  can  now  take  advantage  of,  and  that 
the  possible  exclusion  of  delegates  to  the  up¬ 
coming  conferences  makes  that  confusion 
extremely  visible.  “We  welcome  attention  to 
the  underlying  precariousness  and  folly  of 
the  situation,”  he  said. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


BOSTON  —  Boston  Police  arrested  a 
local  man  June  4  in  connection  with  the  in¬ 
vestigation  into  a  string  of  attacks  in  a  gay 
cruising  area  here.  Reggie  Knight  is  being 
held  on  S750  bail  on  charges  of  assault  with 
a  dangerous  weapon.  According  to  Assis¬ 
tant  District  Attorney  Jerry  Leone,  Knight 
has  only  been  charged  in  one  attempted 
assault,  and  has  not  been  charged  with  a 
civil  rights  violation. 

“I  hope  this  is  the  end  of  this  particular 
nightmare,”  said  Stephen  LeBlanc,  Victim 
Advocate  for  the  Fenway  Victim  Recovery 
Program.  “I  hope  this  means  that  I  won’t 
hear  about  ten  more  men  who  got  their 
heads  bashed  in  the  Fens  [the  cruising 
area].” 

The  Fens  has  been  the  site  of  a  string  of 
assaults,  predominantly  against  gay  men. 
Since  early  1989,  22  men  have  been  Attacked 
in  or  near  the  Fens,  all  by  a  blow  to  the  back 
of  the  head.  One  man  was  killed  in  an  attack 
last  year,  and  another  suffered  irreparable 
brain  damage.  (See  GCN,  April  1-7,  1990 
and  May  13-19,  1990.) 

Knight  was  arrested  when  he  apparently 
attempted  to  assault  a  police  officer. 
According  to  police  reports,  Knight  ap¬ 
proached  Detective  James  Fong  with  an 
unidentified  object  in  his  raised  hand.  When 
Fong  identified  himself  as  a  police  officer, 
Knight  dropped  the  object  and  ran.  He  was 
apprehended  several  minutes  later  by  Fong 
and  Detective  Mark  Coleman. 

“The  police  did  excellent,  excellent  work 
on  this,”  said  LeBlanc.  But,  he  cautioned, 
“If  we  hear  about  one  more  [attack],  then 
we’ll  have  to  put  the  pressure  back  on  the 
police  to  do  some  more  work  on  this  stuff.” 

At  this  point  Knight  has  only .  been 
charged  in  the  attack  reported  by  the  police 
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Wm.  Jacob  Murray  III  DMD 

77  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


617/536-6533 


S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Do  you  wish  you  could  talk 
to  your  parents  about 
being  gay  or  lesbian? 


Do  you  feel  alone  and  want 
help  understanding  your 
gay  or  lesbian  child  ? 


Build  Connections  with  Your  Family 

Saturday  workshop  for:  parents,  lesbians,  gay  men. 
Come  by  yourself  or  come  with  a  family  member 
Call  for  dates  •  10  am  -  4:30  pm  •  $75 
"Coming  out  to  yourself,  parents,  colleagues..." 
14  week  group  forming  for  mid  September 
co-leader  Kevin  Cranston,  M.  Div. 


Consultation  with 
family  members,  couples 
and  individuals 


JEAN  CHAPIN  SMITH 
straight  parent  of  gay  children 
876-2113 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


20  years  of  dwindling  gay 
male  sex  in  Boston 

How  sweet  —  and  sticky  —  it  was! 
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By  Michael  Bronski 

It’s  easy  to  forget  —  these  21  years  later 
—  that  the  promise  of  Stonewall  was 
(among  other  things)  the  promise  of  sex: 
free  sex,  better  sex,  lots  of  sex,  sex  without 
guilt,  sex  without  repression,  sex  without 
harassment,  sex  at  home  and  sex  in  the 
streets. 

“Why  don’t  we  do  it  in  the  road  ?”  sang 
the  Beatles  the  year  before  the  Stonewall 
Riots  and  many  gay  men  had  to  smile  to 
themselves  because  they  were  furtively  do¬ 
ing  it  —  if  not  in  the  road,  certainly  in  the 
bushes  next  to  the  road,  and  in  empty  trucks 
on  the  road,  and  in  subway  bathrooms 
under  the  road.  But  the  new  pride  and  iden¬ 
tity  engendered  by  the  Stonewall  Riots 
changed  all  that.  It  is  not  as  though  gay  men 
never  had  public  sex  —  as  it  is  disarmingly, 
although  somewhat  inaccurately  called  — 
before  Stonewall.  Au  contraire,  tea  room 
rest  stops,  and  dark  alleys  were  always  busy 
with  homos  in  pursuit  of  eros.  (When  Dick 
Cavett  asked  Tennessee  Williams  on  na¬ 
tional  television  in  1976  if  he  was  a 
homosexual,  the  playwright  responded  with 
Delphic  wit,  “I  cover  the  waterfront.”) 

The  change  that  came  after  Stonewall  was 
not  that  men  stopped  having  public  sex  but 
that  they  stopped  doing  it  furtively.  They 
felt  better  about  it,  less  guilty,  and  —  most 
importantly  —  they  felt  that  it  was  their 
right. 

Public  sex  has  always  been  a  contentious 
topic  with  both  straight  and  gay  people.  For 
most  heterosexuals  it  is  the  most  flagrant  of 
queer  offenses:  blatant,  bold  and  ballsy,  the 
persistent  reminder  that  gay  men  exist  and 
that  we  (or  at  least  some  of  us)  were  not  go¬ 
ing  to  be  intimidated  into  leading  private, 
non-sexual  lives.  For  more  conservative  gay 
people  —  who  felt  that  homosexuals  would 
be  accepted  if  they  acted  like  everyone  else 
(i.e.  straight,  only  without  a  sex  life)  — 
public  sex  signified  the  worst  elements  of 
obvious  queerdom  and  was  the  bane  of 
assimilation. 

But  for  many  gay  men  —  both  within  and 
without  the  burgeoning  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation  movement  —  public  sex  was  the 
public  expression  of  their  identity.  Radicals 
argued  that  it  increased  gay  visibility;  that  it 
broke  down  the  stifling  barriers  between  the 
private  and  the  public,  the  personal  and  the 
political;  and  that  it  was  a  celebration  of  gay 
sexuality.  Others,  less  rhetorically-oriented, 
found  that  it  was  quick,  easy,  cheap  and 
fun. 


Historic  sleaze 

When  I  first  moved  to  Boston  in  1970,  I 
had  no  experience-of  public  sex.  Although 
openly  gay  for  several  years,  I  garnered 


boyfriends  and  tricks  from  social  and  then 
political  circles.  “Public  sex,”  I  told  myself, 
“was  for  those  who  had  no  other  options.” 
But  being  new  in  town  I  soon  discovered 
that  social  and  political  circles  took  time  to 
build,  that  bar  cruising  had  its  drawbacks, 
and  that  my  libido  was  none  too  happy. 

By  that  July,  a  month  after  Boston’s  first 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  celebration,  I  had 
discovered  the  joys  of  summering  on  the 
banks  of  the  Charles  River  —  first  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  the  bowers  next  to  the  Larz  Ander¬ 
son  Bridge  and  then  in  Boston  in  the  coves 
of  honeysuckle  on  the  Esplanade.  On  hot 
summer  nights,  surrounded  by  flowering 
bushes  and  trees,  sex  —  in  pairs  or  groups  — 
felt  idyllic:  part  porn  movie,  part  Maytime 
with  Jeannette  McDonald.  It  was  a  quick 
jump  to  Boston  and  the  Fenway  Victory 
Gardens  which  were  a  veritable  botanical 
Disney  World  of  sex  next  to  the  more 
austerely  landscaped  Esplanade  Park  on  the 
Boston  banks  of  the  Charles.  Long  fragrant 
nights  at  the  Fens  (as  the  gardens  were 
called)  which  ended  when  chirping  birds 
signaled  the  onslaught  of  dawn.  I  remember 
one  evening  spent  rolling  about,  fucking 
and  sucking  with  a  long-haired  country  boy 
in  a  patch  of  wild  mentha  spicata  and  com¬ 
ing  home  reeking  of  mint,  wet  grass,  and 
cum. 

Once  I  had  broken  through  the  public  sex 
barrier  —  should  1  or  shouldn’t  I  ?  —  the 
possibilities  seemed  endless.  In  the  mood  for 
a  fresh  air  experience  one  could  always  go  to 
the  Cambridge  Bird  Sanctuary  as  well  as  the 
Fenway  and  the  Esplanade.  For  something  a 
little  more  scholarly,  Harvard  University 
presented  endless  venues:  the  basement 
men’s  rooms  in  Paine  Hall,  any  number  of 
places  in  Widener  Library,  the  first  floor  at 
the  now-defunct  Burr  Hall  (rumored  to  have 
been  torn  down  because  the  tea-room  action 
was  simply  too  notorious)  as  well  as  the 
recently-infamous  Science  Center.  But  if 


tested,  1978 

you  were  just  passing  through  Harvard 
Square  the  basement  bathroom  at  Zum- 
Zums  restaurant  (now  Ms.  Coop)  was 
always  busy  and  presented  a  wide  range  of 
tricks. 

But  Cambridge  was  a  backwater  of  public 
sex  next  to  Boston  proper.  For  something 
free  during  the  day,  the  men’s  room  at  the 
Common  Parking  Garage  was  always  the 
best  place  to  go.  The  tea  rooms  there  were 
popular  with  not  only  the  local  city  boys  but 
men  who  actually  drove  in  from  the  suburbs 
just  to  park  their  cars  here  and  use  the 
facilities.  Of  course,  the  Trailways  bus  sta¬ 
tion  —  then  in  Park  Square,  now  moved 
over  to  South  Station  —  allowed  you  to  view 
and  vamp  not  only  queens  leaving  town  but 
those  coming  in.  And  not  two  blocks  away, 
on  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Essex  in 
the  once  notorious  and  bustling  Combat 
Zone,  was  the  famous,  and  fruitful,  Jolar 
Cinema  which  was  open  18-hours  a  day  and 
never,  never  disappointed.  The  Jolar  was 
also  the  instigating  site  of  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
fluential  public  sex  court  rulings.  In  1975  a 
local  gay  liberationist  (and  radio  personali¬ 
ty)  was  arrested  there  —  in  a  closed  booth  — 
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Puttin’  on  the  Ritz 


Who  says  lesbians  don  *t  have  sex? 


By  The  Mistress 

very  year  I  saw  her.  She  wore  leather 
in  the  June  heat  and  lounged  against  a 
lamp  post,  so  who  knows  if  she  rode 
her  bike  or  what?  Cambridge  Street.  Pos¬ 
ing.  Shades  on,  of  course.  Chaps  and  a  sly 
smile  and  long  dark  hair  to  her  waist.  A 
computer  maven  in  the  suburbs?  She  was  a 
Pride  institution  as  far  as  I  was  concerned. 

This  year  I  was  ornery.  Tired.  Lately  my 
motto  seemed  to  be  “Fuck  Politics.”  Didn’t 
want  to  “march”  with  anybody  particular¬ 
ly.  Not  the  women  of  color  or  the  Batucadas 
or  (goddess  knows)  the  boy  bar  floats. 
Didn’t  wanna  march  at  all,  really.  I  felt  like 
being  insubordinate  —  but  not  in  the  usual 
manner.  Sort  of  a  zap  with  a  twist.  A  put- 
on.  A  mind  fuck  or,  better  yet,  a  fuck  — 
with  Pride  to  be  sure. 

It  struck  me  when  I  got  my  tax  refund.  I’d 
love  to  do  a  girl  in  the  proverbial  lap  of  lux¬ 
ury,  overlooking  the  throngs  in  the  Parade 
and  at  the  Rally,  the  Public  Garden  even... I 
would  love  to  go  down  at  the  Ritz. 

So  L  called  and  booked  a  room  and  ar¬ 
ranged  to  have  a  chilled  bottle  of  cham¬ 
pagne  delivered.  One  night  only.  Check  in 
after  three,  check  out  by  noon.  Sassy  girl 
that  I  am,  told  my  boy  friends  this  would 
mean  taking  tricking  to  new  heights.  Rod 
was  appalled  when  I  told  him  to  get  over 
himself;  asserting  our  desire  exemplifies 
dyketry  of  the  ’90s. 

This  is  where  she  comes  in.  Yeah,  I  did  it.  I 
was  strolling  in  the  Pride  parade  with  no 
group  in  particular.  I  saw  her  and  I  boldly 
sauntered  up  to  her.  I  asked  her  if  she’d  like 
to  join  me  for  a  “private  party”  at  the  Ritz. 
Slipped  her  a  card  then,  very  smugly,  strut¬ 
ted  along  the  rest  of  the  route.  “Just  say  the 
Mistress  invited  you,”  I  coached,  enjoying 
myself. 

I  knew  she  considered  herself  a  mistress 
(at  least  she  dressed  the  part)  and,  far  as  / 
knew,  there’s  no  dungeon  at  the  Ritz,  so  I 
was  sure  to  have  her  all  to  myself.  Twenty 
years  after  the  Stonewall  there  are  many  lez- 
zie  options  besides  being  chained  to  one. 
And  I  smiled  often  at  the  thought. 

So  about  four,  sun-dazed  and  sweaty,  I 
rode  through  the  revolving  hotel  doors  past 
the  queer  doorman  and  checked  in.  You’da 
through  I  was  from  Mars  the  way  the  help 
checked  me  out  but  we  all  knew  it  was  color 
not  class  here.  They  knew  just  what  this 
medium-sized,  mocha-toned,  African- 
American  fly  girl  was,  indeed.  Not  quite  the 
enemy  but  a  D.Y.K.E.  to  be  watched  out 
for. 

Blonde,  foofy-haired  white  girls  and  boys 
were  stationed  in  all  the  visible  positions 
’round  the  lobby.  They  just  stared,  especial¬ 
ly  when  I  told  ’em  “Cash”  when  queried 
about  how  I  “usually  settle  my  accounts.” 
The  faggot  behind  the  desk  just  winked  at 
me  and  said  “Have  a  nice  stay.”  Even  if 
warm  leatherette  didn’t  show,  I’d  have  a 
king-size  bed  with  a  view. 

Attitude  evaporated  on  the  way  up  when, 
in  my  anxiety,  I  told  the  Chinese  elevator 
man  “17”  instead  of  “16.”  So  I  tried  to 
make  light:  “Go  down  often?” 


He  turned  slowly  and  said,  straight-faced, 
“I’m  up  and  down  all  day  long,  honey.” 

Uh-huh.  The  queens  were  everywhere. 

A  long,  steamy  shower  in  the  well- 
appointed  bathroom  refreshed  more  than 
my  senses  but  I  was  still  startled  by  a  knock 
at  the  door  as  I  stepped  into  my  crisp  terry- 
cloth  robe. 

“Where’s  the  party?”  she  asked  taking 
the  shades  off  with  a  grin. 

“It’s  a  private  party,”  I  purred. 

“And  you’re  the  bouncer,  too?”  Ha.  A 
Smartass. 

“No.  But  you  are  my  guest.” 

“That  right?”  she  tossed  over  her 
shoulder  as  she  crossed  the  room  and  looked 
out  on  the  Rally  below. 

“Did  they  give  you  any  trouble 
downstairs?”  I  asked  admiring  her  luscious 
ass,  taut  in  the  chaps,  her  wide  back  begin¬ 
ning  to  hint  a  burn.  She  turned  around  and 
leaned  back  on  the  window  ledge,  posing 
again,  as  well  she  might  looking  as  sultry  as 
she  did. 

“Well,  let’s  just  say,  the  doorman  wasn’t 
sure  what  to  make  of  me,”  she  said  folding 
her  glasses.  “...Or  whether  to  try.”  We  ex¬ 
changed  grins. 

Not  quite  believing  my  luck,  I  approached 
her.  Codependent  no  more,  I  was  playing 
The  Seductress  tonight.  She  certainly 
seemed  willing. 

We  apprised  each  other  and  that  smirk 
curled  at  the  corners  of  her  mouth  as  I  put 
my  arms  on  either  side  of  her  and  leaned 
over.  She  touched  my  still  dripping  braids 
tentatively  but  said  nothing.  1  let  her  hair 
slip  through  my  fingers. 

“This  is  like  a  fucking  Silkience  ad,”  I 
said  for  lack  of  anything  else. 

“You’re  very  kind,”  she  said  breathily. 
Maybe  sarcastically. 

“Sometimes,”  I  corrected  and  went  for 
her  neck. 

“Where’s  The  Mistress?”  she  asked, 
murmuring  a  little  as  I  bit  my  way  up 
towards  her  ear. 

“Please.”  I  instructed  sternly. 

“C’mon,”  she  teased.  “You’re  no 
Mistress.” 

“If  I  was,  then  what  would  you  want  me 
to  do?”  My  nerves  were  beginning  to  make 
their  presence  known.  She  eyed  me  and,  it 
seemed,  the  huge  bed  behind  me. 

“Well,  that  would  be  up  to  you, 
Mistress.”  She  was  flirting  with  me. 

“You  came  didn’t  you?” 

“Not  yet.”  And  she  laughed  and  pulled 
me  into  her,  plunging  her  tongue  into  my 
mouth  and  rolling  it  luxuriously  to  the  back 
of  my  throat.  I  pushed  her  from  me  and, 
with  one  hand  ripped  open  her  vest  (at  least . 
that  move  worked).  Her  nipples,  brown  and 
supple  to  my  lips,  stood  at  attention  after 
some  discipline. 

“Mmm,  this  is  delicious,”  she  sighed, 
relaxing. 

“Go  on,”  I  prompted,  moving  to  press 
her  breasts  closer  together,  the  better  to  ply 
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‘How’d  you  get  THAT?* 

Liz  Wolf  talks  about  life  as  a  lesbian  with  HIV  and 
discrimination  she  has  faced 


By  Walta  Borawski 

nee  Liz  Wolf  was  a  lesbian  feminist 
going  to  law  school.  A  brain  tumor 
in  1984  necessitated  surgery,  which 
brought  with  it  six  blood  transfusions,  at 
least  one  of  which  contained  HIV.  Now  Liz 
is  a  person  living  with  HIV  infection. 

Being  a  woman  with  HIV  is  even  odder 
and  more  potentially  alienating  than  being  a 
gay  man  with  HIV.  We  gay  men  have  quite  a 
support  system,  lots  of  commiseration,  and 
when  we  tel!  people  we  have  the  virus,  no 
one  stares  at  us  and  says:  “How’d  you  get 
THA  77”,  which  happens  to  Liz  Wolf  all  the 
time. 

In  fact,  at  the  time  Liz  was  first  tested 
back  on  the  West  Coast,  her  doctor 
registered  shock  that  this  " good  Jewish 
girl ”  did  indeed  have  THAT.  He  had  an 
anti-depressant  ready  in  case  she  tested 
positive  —  anti-depressant  for  her.  He 
maneuvered  not  to  be  there  at  all  when  she 
received  the  results,  the  implication  being  he 
really  couldn  ’t  handle  the  whole  thing.  The 
whole  thing:  A  woman  with  HIV.  Of 
course,  this  was  California.  In  the  fall  of  ’88 

—  years  ago. 

Now  residing  in  Provincetown  and  part¬ 
nered  with  a  biologist,  Liz  Wolf  faces  new 
and  different  discriminations.  The  first  time 
she  went  to  an  HIV  support  group,  men 
presumed  she  was  a  nurse  with  professional 
or  altruistic  interests.  No,  she  said,  she 
wasn’t  a  nurse.  The  men  in  the  group 
apologized  and  suggested  she  was  a  doctor. 
"No,”  said  Liz,  "I  am  a  person  with 
AIDS.  ” 

"How’d  you  get  THAT?”  someone 
asked. 

Liz  Wolf  is  frequently  in  Boston  for  doc¬ 
tor  appointments  and  is  one  of  the  14  people 

—  and  the  only  woman  —  involved  in  the 
Phase  I  Peptide  T  clinical  trial  conducted  at 
the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 
When  she  first  enrolled  in  the  program  she 
was  told  that  if,  after  six  months  in  the 
study,  she  was  benefiting  from  the  nasally 
administered  drug,  she  would  be  put  on 
humanitarian  usage  and  receive  the  drug  for 
the  rest  of  her  life. 

The  Peptide  T program  has  had  many  set¬ 
backs  and  problems,  not  the  least  of  which 
being  that  at  several  times  the  program  has 
been  threatened  with  an  early  conclusion 
and  the  participants  were  worried  that  they 
would  be  left  dangling.  Since  some  have 
noticed  beneficial  aspects  of  using  the  drug 
(especially  with  HI  l'  neurological  issues  and 

—  as  in  Liz ‘s  case  —  halting  the  progress  of 
neuropathy),  the  ability  to  continue  to 
receive  Peptide  T  has  become  a  major 
political/personal  issue  for  a  small  group  of 
PWAs  and  a  somewhat  embarrassed  clinic. 


Liz  Wolf 


Liz  Wolf  discussed  with  me  in  detail  the 
tribulations  of  the  Peptide  T  trial  when  I  in¬ 
terviewed  her  in  May.  She  also  candidly 
discussed  the  impact  of  her  HIV  positive 
status  on  her  interpersonal  relationships 
with  medical  practitioners,  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community,  and  other  lesbian 
feminists  like  herself. 

“The  Peptide  T  program  is  really  in  tran¬ 
sition  right  now,”  Liz  Wolf  told  me.  “I  just 
signed  this  other  consent  form,  which  brings 
me  six  more  months.  But  they  are  really 
negotiating  to  change  it.  I’ve  been  on  Pep¬ 
tide  T  for  a  year  in  June  —  we  were  going 
every  two  weeks  —  and  I  had  only  signed  up 
originally  for  six  months.  I  expected  to  get 
the  drug  —  you  know,  no  questions  asked, 
‘compassionate  relief,’  however  —  and 
everyone  in  the  trial  expected  that.  And  that 
was  what  verbally  the  Fenway  told  us.  We 
have  this  little  contract  that  says  we  would 
be  put  on  a  humanitarian  protocol  after  the 
six  months  if  we  successfully  completed  the 
trial.  So,  great  —  right?  Never  happened. 

“[Bristol-Meyers]  was  backing  Peptide  T 
and  manufacturing  it  when  we  all  first 
signed  up,  but  they  backed  out  and  decided 
to  push  ddl  because  it  was  potentially  more 
lucrative.  It  kind  of  set  everyone  on  edge. 

“The  NIMH,  the  National  Institutes  of 
Mental  Health,  is  legally  responsible  to  us 
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Testing,  testing 

Two  educators  from  Boston's  AIDS  Action  Committee 
discuss  “early  intervention" 


Jim  Brinning 


Jack  Vondras 


By  Jim  Fauntleroy 

The  following  is  an  interview  with  Jack 
Vondras,  the  Manager  of  Community 
Education  at  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  in  Boston,  and  Jim  Brinning,  A  AC’s 
Gay  Male  Health  Educator,  one  of  eight 
staff  in  the  Community  Education  unit 
working  with  specific  communities  affected 
by  the  disease. 

GCN:  What  is  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee’s  stand  on  testing? 

jack:  AIDS  Action  does  not  have  a  “stand” 
in  terms  of  a  rigid  position.  We  have  always 
said  it  is  an  individual’s  decision  whether  to 
take  the  HIV-antibody  test,  and  it  still  is. 
But  the  early  intervention  treatments  now 
available  have  dramatically  altered  the  con¬ 
text  in  which  people  should  make  that  deci¬ 
sion.  Treatments  like  AZT  and  aerosolized 
pentamidine  can  help  people  stay  healthy. 
Early  intervention  reduces  your  chances  of 
coming  down  with  AIDS.  So  we  encourage 
gay  men  to  take  the  test  —  as  a  first  step 
towards  treatment  for  those  who  test 
positive  —  while  still  recognizing  that  it  is  up 
to  each  individual  to  make  that  decision. 

GCN:  What  do  you  see  early  intervention 
doing  for  an  HIV-positive  person  who 
hasn’t  developed  any  overt  symptoms  of 
AIDS? 

Jack:  Well,  first,  it  is  not  a  cure  or  vaccine  for 
AIDS.  The  various  medications  can  ward 
off  illness  for  some  time,  but  it  is  still  not 
clear  for  how  long.  The  efficacy  of  these 
treatments  for  asymptomatic  people  has  on¬ 
ly  been  established  relatively  recently,  so  we 
haven’t  seen  any  firm  signs  of  the  end  of  the 
effectiveness  of  these  treatments.  However, 
federal  scientists  have  already  reported  that  since 
1987  up  to  36  percent  fewer  gay  men  nation¬ 
wide  have  developed  AIDS  compared  to 
previous  predictions.  Moreover,  in  the  last 
half  of  1988  the  decline  has  been  more  pro¬ 
nounced  in  such  hard-hit  cities  as  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  by  as  much  as  72  percent. 
Early  intervention  has  been  the  key  variable 
producing  these  results.  And  right  now,  we 
are  all  in  a  race  against  time. 

Some  people  have  said  that  the  benefits 
from  AZT  slack  off  after  about,  two  years 
and  say  that  is  a  reason  to  not  bother  taking 
the  drug.  But  think  about  all  the  advances 
that  have  occurred  since  1988.  We’ve  gotten 
aerosolized  pentamidine  approved,  AZT 
has  been  approved  for  asymptomatic  peo¬ 
ple,  and  a  host  of  drugs  have  been  approved 
for  fighting  some  of  the  specific  infections 
associated  with  AIDS.  If  you’ve  got  a 
chance  to  benefit  from  all  that  we  are  going 
to  learn  in  the  next  two  years,  why  not  take 
it? 

Jim:  We  should  not  fixate  on  what  we  don’t 
know,  but  rather  on  what  we  do  know.  For 
instance,  we  do  know  that  the  underlying 
disease  we  are  fighting  is  not  AIDS  per  se 
but  HIV  infection.  The  development  of  the 
life-threatening  illnesses  we  call  AIDS  oc¬ 
curs  at  the  later  stages  of  infection.  With  this 
broader  definition  of  the  disease,  a  much 
broader  set  of  treatments  becomes  ap¬ 
propriate. 

Doesn’t  it  make  sense  that  this  disease 
should  be  treated  like  all  other  diseases  — 
with  early  intervention?  And  that  can’t  be 
done  unless  you  know  your  antibody  status, 
and  that  means  taking  the  test. 

We  also  know  that  left  untreated,  over 
time  the  vast  majority  —  if  not  all  —  of 


those  infected  will  get  sick.  But  the  key 
words  are  “left  untreated.”  Those  of  us  in¬ 
fected  must,  with  our  health  care  provider, 
monitor  our  immune  system  and  intervene 
with  whatever  medications  are  appropriate. 
Since  this  epidemic  began,  we  continually 
have  made  strides.  It’s  been  a  very  difficult 
process,  but  nevertheless  we  have  made 
gains.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  those 
gains  will  not  continue.  And,  lets  face  it.  If 
you’re  infected  with  the  virus,  you’re  going 
to  find  that  out.  You  can  find  out  in  a 
crowded  emergency  room  when  you  come  in 
with  your  first  bout  of  pneumocystis 
pneumonia  and  your  immune  system  is  a 
wreck  or  you  can  find  out  while  you’re  still 
relatively  healthy. 

GCN:  You  say  that  what  you  are  fighting  is 
HIV  infection.  How  do  you  respond  to 
those  who  say  that  HIV  is  not  the  cause  of 
AIDS? 

Jack:  If  HIV  is  not  the  cause  of  AIDS,  why 
have  the  medical  treatments  developed  in  re¬ 
cent  years  worked?  I  mentioned  federal 
statistics  showing  fewer  gay  men  developing 
AIDS  in  recent  years,  now  that  treatments 
specifically  fighting  HIV  have  been 
developed.  That  indicates  that  stopping 
HIV  means  stopping  AIDS. 

Jim:  The  primary  reason  I’ve  been  public 
about  my  antibody  status  is  to  encourage 
other  gay  men  to  think  about  being  tested. 
That  knowledge  saved  my  life  and  has  given 
me  a  fighting  chance.  The  ones  who  deny 
HIV  is  the  cause  of  AIDS  disagree  with 
anything  they  can  label  as  “establishment,” 
along  with  a  handful  of  scientists,  few  of 
whom  have  any  background  in  infectious 
diseases. 

It  makes  me  furious  when  I  think  of  the  harm 
these  people  have  done.  By  denying  that  HIV 
causes  AIDS,  they  are  persuading  people  that 
getting  tested  isn’t  important.  I  have  friends  who 
are  either  sick  or  dead  becaues  they  bought  into 
this  nonsense  and  did  not  learn  their  HIV  status 
in  time.  We  need  to  bury  this  false  information 
before  it  buries  more  people. 

The  most  common  “proof”  cited  for  why 
HIV  can’t  be  the  cause  of  AIDS  is  that  a  few 
people  with  AIDS  don’t  have  any  antibodies 
for  HIV.  But  this  disregards  that  a  basic 
symptom  of  a  weakened  immune  system  is 
the  inability  to  produce  and  replace  anti¬ 
bodies.  What  is  surprising  is  that  people 
with  such  ravaged  immunity  have  any  anti¬ 
bodies  at  all.  The  same  kind  of  thinking  that 
sees  this  as  “proof”  would  demand  an  ar¬ 
sonist  go  free  because  no  fingerprints  were 
found  on  the  ashes  of  the  burned  building. 

GCN:  Jack,  you  mentioned  that  early  in¬ 
tervention  is  not  a  cure.  How,  then,  would 
you  describe  early  intervention? 

Jack:  While  HIV  is  not  now  curable,  it  is 
becoming  a  medically  manageable  disease 
like  diabetes  or  high  blood  pressure. 

Jim:  But  our  ability  to  manage  the  disease  is 
in  large  part  determined  by  when  we  inter¬ 
vene  in  the  course  of  the  infection.  That  is 
why  I  firmly  believe  it  is  important  for  gay 
men  to  know  their  antibody  status.  I  under¬ 
stand  the  trauma  of  a  positive  lest  result,  but 
that  emotional  turmoil  should  be  balanced 
by  the  knowledge  that  there  is  now  hope, 
there  are  things  you  can  do  to  enhance  your 
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Hate  crimes 
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been  victimized.  When  a  gay  or  lesbian  per¬ 
son  is  victimized,  every  straight  person  must 
understand  that  he  or  she  has  also  been  vic¬ 
timized.” 

Massachusetts’  hate  crimes  legislation  has 
not  been  voted  on  by  either  the  House  or  the 
Senate,  but  is  held  up  in  the  Committee  on 
Bills  in  Third  Reading,  according  to  David 
LaFontaine  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights.  The  bill  would  require 
statewide  collection  of  statistics  on  crimes 
motivated  by  hate  based  on  an  individual’s, 
race,  religion,  ethnicity,  handicap,  or  sexual 
orientation. 

Massachusetts  lags  behind  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Connecticut  among  the 
New  England  states,  all  three  of  which  pass¬ 
ed  bills  this  spring  to  punish  hate  crimes 
more  severely  than  non-hate  motivated 
crimes.  Maine  passed  a  hate  crimes  bill  in 
1988  which  also  increases  penalties  for  bias- 
related  crimes.  A  New  York  bill  to  impose 
more  severe  sentences  on  hate-motivated  of¬ 
fenses  is  pending  in  the  Senate. 

Even  if  passed,  the  Massachusetts  bill 
would  not  increase  any  penalties  for  hate 
crimes,  nor  create  additional  categories  for 
crimes  with  which  an  individual  accused  of 
hate  violence  could  be  charged. 

Connecticut’s  hate  crimes  act  creates  an 
entirely  new  crime,  a  felony,  for  intimida¬ 
tion  or  harassment  based  on  bigotry.  An  in¬ 
dividual  accused  of  threats,  vandalism,  or 
assault  against  a  person  of  color,  a  member 
of  a  religious  minority,  or  a  gay  man  or  les¬ 
bian  could  be  charged  with  a  felony  if  his  or 
her  attack  was  motivated  by  bias. 

According  to  Steve  Gavron  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Lesbian  and  Gay  Anti-violence 
Project,  the  bill  was  passed  by  a  broad  coali¬ 
tion  of  groups,  including  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League,  the  Rainbow  Coali¬ 
tion,  the  Episcopal  Bishops,  and  the 
Hispanic  and  Black  Caucus  of  Democrats. 
When  conservatives  in  the  legislature  sug¬ 
gested  removing  sexual  orientation  from  the 
bill,  other  members  of  the  coalition  “were 
very,  very  adamant  about  including  sexual 
orientation,”  Gavron  told  GCN. 

In  Vermont,  the  recently  passed  legisla¬ 
tion  adds  civil  penalties  onto  existing 
statutes  and  increases  sentences  by  half, 
according  to  Holly  Perdue  of  the  Vermont 
Coalition  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Under 
the  law,  a  person  charged  with  assault  and 
sentenced  to  a  year  imprisonment,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  would  have  another  six  months  add¬ 
ed  to  his  or  her  sentence.  The  Vermont  bill 
has  a  very  broad  definition  of  hate  violence, 
including  the  categories  of  race,  color, 
creed,  ancestry,  national  origin,  sex,  age, 
religion,  handicap,  and  sexual  orientation. 

Who’s  in,  Who’s  out 

In  contrast,  the  Massachusetts  bill  and  the 
Connecticut  act  exclude  discrimination 
based  on  age  and  sex.  They  also  do  not  ex¬ 
plicitly  cite  color,  creed,  ancestry,  and  na¬ 
tional  origin,  which  are  arguably  included 
under  other  categories  the  legislation  does 
include,  namely,  race,  religion  and  ethnici¬ 
ty.  The  Massachusetts  legislation  includes 
“handicap,”  the  Connecticut  legislation 
does  not. 

In  Connecticut,  the  new  law  was  modelled 
after  the  federal  hate  crimes  law,  which  in¬ 
cludes  only  race,  religion,  ethnicity,  and  sex¬ 
ual  orientation.  According  to  Gavron,  the 
Connecticut  Coalition  Against  Domestic 
Violence  (CCADV),  during  a  meeting  with 
other  groups  working  for  the  legislation, 
decided  that  the  CCADV  did  not  want  to  in¬ 
clude  gender  as  a  category,  for  fear  of 
weakening  existing  rape  and  domestic 
violence  laws  and  prosecution.  “The  major 
hole  is  gender-based  violence,”  Gavron  told 
GCN.  “It  obviously  shoula  be  included.  It’s 
something  we  will  have  to  work  on  in  the 
future.” 

The  federal  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act 
also  does  not  include  gender  as  a  category  of 
hate-motivated  violence.  According  to 
Suzanne  Pharr  of  the  Women’s  Project  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  Violence -(NCADV)  and 
the  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  sought  to  include  violence  against 
women  in  the  federal  legislation,  but  were 
put  off  by  the  national  coalition  lobbying 
for  the  bill.  “It’s  hard  to  get  people  to  think 
of  violence  against  women  that  way,”  said 
Pharr,  “People  minimize  and  trivialize 
violence  against  women.” 

Peri  Jude  Radecic,  lobbyist  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  sees  it 
differently.  “The  decision  was  that  rape  and 
domestic  violence  were  really  further  along 
than  anti-gay  and  -lesbian  violence  in  terms 
of  statistics  collection,”  she  said.  “That’s 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NE' 


all  this  bill  is  —  a  simple  data  collection  bill. 
Rape  statistics  are  already  kept  by  the 
federal  government,  and  there  are  also 
statistics  for  domestic  violence.”  Radecic 
also  said  that  there  was  concern  that  in¬ 
cluding  gender  in  the  act  could  weaken  or 
duplicate  current  reporting  mechanisms  for 
rape  and  domestic  violence,  and  that  there 
was  no  one  prepared  to  lobby  Congress  or 
hold  hearings  on  gender-related  hate 
violence.  Radecic  added  that  she  would  like 
to  see  gender  included  in  the  future. 

Still,  Pharr  told  GCN,  the  absence  of 
gender  language  weakens  other  components 
of  the  bill.  “For  lesbians,  it  is  so  difficult  to 
separate  anti-woman  and  anti-gay 
violence,”  she  said.  “It’s  hard  to  know  if 
you’re  being  attacked  because  you’re  a 
woman  or  because  you’re  a  lesbian.”  □ 

Rhode  Island 

Continued  from  page  I 

widely  spread  rumor  that  White  is  a  closeted 
gay  man. 

Performer  Ann  Marie  Adrian  finished  her 
scheduled  program  despite  two  power  inter¬ 
ruptions  caused  by  White  supporters  shut¬ 
ting  off  the  electric  generator.  Rally 
organizers  turned  the  volume  up  on  the 
sound  system  in  order  to  drown  out  White. 
Between  songs,  Wynder  urged  those  present 
not  to  allow  White  to  speak  from  the  steps, 
and  to  stay  with  him  until  he  was  safely  away 
from  the  premises.  As  the  crowd  shouted  its 
agreement,  Adrian  launched  into  a  rousing 
rendition  of  “This  Land  is  Your  Land,  This 
Land  is  Our  Land.” 

Ultimately,  after  being  advised  by  two 
police  officers,  White  left  the  State  House 
steps.  During  his  departure,  White  told  sup¬ 
porters  that  he  had  reserved  the  steps  for  his 
rally.  When  he  returned  to  the  van,  he 
delivered  a  speech,  which  included  the  state¬ 
ment,  “It’s  okay  if  two  men  want  to  have 
a. ..relationship.  But  when  they  flaunt  it 
publicly  in  this  disgusting  manner,  it’s  just 
too  much.” 

Anti-gay  forces  get  a  boost 

An  immediate  result  of  the  confrontation 
appears  to  be  stronger  organization  on  the 
part  of  forces  against  Persons  With  AIDS  and 
lesbians  and  gays.  Since  the  event,  they  have 
formed  a  new  group,  the  Coalition  for  the 
Preservation  of  Family  Values.  And  according 
to  Wynder,  radio  talk  show  host  Joe  Caliri  of 
WALE-AM  (the  same  station  where  White 
now  works)  has  called  for  an  anti-AIDS  fund¬ 
ing  demonstration  June  7  and  for  opposition 
to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill.  The 
bill  is  currently  pending  in  the  State  House, 
having  passed  the  generally  more  conservative 
Senate.  (See  GCN,  May  27-June  2,  1990.) 

Meanwhile,  AIDS  activists  are  planning  a 
demonstration  to  protest  the  reduction  of 
the  state  AIDS  budget  from  $2.1  million  to 
$1.1  million.  This  percentage  cut  is  larger 
than  the  cut  the  Department  of  Health  as  a 
whole  will  receive. 

In  addition,  the  Department  of  Health 
outlay  to  the  Project  will  be  cut  by  35  per¬ 
cent,  in  a  year  when  the  number  of  people 
receiving  direct  care  from  the  Project  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  triple.  The  Project,  The  Minority 
AIDS  Task  Force,  and  ACT  UP/Rhode 
Island  are  planning  to  sponsor  the  AIDS 
funding  rally  June  14  at  noon  at  the  State 
House. 

The  conflict  has  also  provided  the  context 
for  an  orgy  of  anti-gay  threats  on  WALE- 
AM  talk  shows.  A  source  who  did  not  wish 
to  be  identified  told  GCN  that  callers  have 
said  that  “the  solution  would  be  to  place  a 
bounty  on  the  head  of  every  faggot,”  that 
“they’re  not  human,”  and  that  “they  ought 
to  line  [gay  people]  up  and  kill  them.”  One 
caller  said  that  if  he  got  AIDS  from  a  blood 
transfusion,  he  would  “shoot  a  faggot  every 
day.”  The  threats  have  raised  fears  about 
possible  anti-gay  violence  at  the  upcoming 
gay  pride  march  June  30,  and  the  June  14 
AIDS  funding  demonstration.  □ 

Laura  Briggs  contributed  to  this  story. 
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Chosen  People”  will  be  an  occasional  feature  in  GCN. 
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|  SUSAN  GREENWOOD  LICSW 

\^r/a  c/f  SCHOO TirS 

•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 

•  INDIVIDUAL  AND  GROUP  THERAPY  FOR  LESBIANS 

•  SELF-ESTEEM  •  COMING  OUT  •  RELATIONSHIPS 
•  ALC0H017DRUG  ABUSE  •  CO-DEPENDECIES 

> 

ON  RED  UNE  FREE  PARKING 

CONVENIENT  TO  SOUTH  SHORE  AND  BOSTON 

524-5989 

■ 

* 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  Street 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

Lunch,  dinner  and  brunch 
Reservations  accepted 
Hours  weekdays  11:30am-11pm 
Fri.  and  Sat.  11:30am  until  1am 
Sundays  open  at  12  noon 

Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival 

SALUTES  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
community's  COMMITMENT  TO  OUR 
SHARED  STRUGGLE  FOR  JUSTICE. 

TASKFORCES  ON:  DISARMAMENT,  MIDDLE  EAST, 

Southern  Africa,  Legislative  action,  Youth 

II  Garden  St  •  Cambridge,  HA  02138  •  (817)  3S4-0008 

Dr.  David  A.  Russell 


General  Medicine 

142  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


By  appointment 
(617)  247-7555 


A  gay  physician  specializing  in  health 
care  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 


JAt  lAKCtSOWSKI  DIM 


BROOKLINE  VILLAGE 

232  1162 


Mu 


VILLAGE  VETERINARY 
CLINIC 


•  Complete  Health  Care  Services 
•  Boarding  &  Grooming 
•  House  Calls  by  Appointment 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


INTRODUCTORY  SPECIAL 

LOW  LOW  PRICES 

r  — i 

•  Nairn  1 

ALL  MALE  XXX  VIDEOS 

1  1 

|  Address  i 

Most  under  $30.00 

*  City  State  Zip  ^ 

Get  to  know  us 

Send  S2.S0  postage  and  handling  to 

J&J  ENTERPRISES 

P.O.  BOX  438  -  SALEM,  NH  03079 

double  refund  ($5.00)  certificate  for  1st  order 

1  1 

1  1 

J  I  certify  that  I  am  over  18  years  of  age  ! 

1  1 

1  1 

ALSO  MALE  MAGS  AND  NOVELS 
Over  $70.00  values  for  $27.00  incl.  P&H 

1  1 

1  1 

L   | 

"S?  MAREA  MURRAY  LICSW 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  &  CONSULTATION 

FORMERLY  OF  GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 

RECOVERY:  AC0A*S  •  AMD'S  •  ABUSE  •  TRAUMA 


SPECIALTIES  INCLUDE: 

AIDS/HIV  •  SEXUALITY  •  CANCER  •  COMING  OUT 

•  Fees  negotiable  •  Insurance  accepted  •T  &  Wheelchair  accessible 
Women  and  men  *  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  *  267-6525 
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LESBIAN  MOTHER 
STUDY 


BY  ALTERNATIVE 
INSEMINATION? 


We  are  interested  in  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  lesbian  mothers  as  part  of  a 
multi-city  study  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  If  you  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating  or  pregnant,  you  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  study.  If  you  have  a 
partner  who  will  be  co-mothering,  she 
also  may  be  included. 

The  study  is  set  up  as  a  20-year 
longitudinal  study  of  lesbian  families. 
The  first  interview  will  take  place  before 
the  baby  is  born  (or  before  conception, 
for  women  who  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating).  Follow-up  interviews  will 
take  place  when  the  child  is  between  1 
and  2  years  old  and  when  the  child  is  5, 
10,  and  17  years.' 

The  interviewers  will  meet  you  at  your 
home.  All  interviewers  are  lesbian  men¬ 
tal  health  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  consider  par¬ 
ticipating,  please  call. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.:  Caroline  Sparks, 
Ph.D.,  Jean  Hamilton,  M.D. 

301/951-9040. 

BOSTON:  Nancy  Reed,  M.S.W., 
L.I.C.S.W.  617/661-0248 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Nanette  Cartrell 
M.D.  415/346-2336 


|  WALK  IN  OR  BY  APPOINTMENT 
I  TEL.  338-9641 


'SerUkUetf,  1 

T-F  8:30  -  6:00 
SAT.  8:30-3:30 

CLOSED  MONDAYS  I 


ED  ROBICHAUD 
86  BERKELEY  ST. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
WE  SELL  R.K.  PRODUCTS 


TAPESTRY,  INC 

A  FEMINIST  COUNSELING 
&  EDUCATIONAL  CENTER 
20  Sacramento  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 

•  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
•  GROUPS 
•  SUPERVISION 
•  FEMINIST  THERAPY 
TRAINING 

For  Lesbian,  Heterosexual  and 
Bisexual  Women,  Couples, 
Families  &  Children 

617-661-0248 

non-profit  /  sliding  fee  scale 
welcome  with  or  without  insurance 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


LOOK,  7HI5  IS  ABSURD' I  Ol  T 
BELIEVE  IM  FAyikk.  &OOP 
MONEY  TO  5IT  HERE  CoHfkAN 
W&  A&K/7  My AuCttE  CLASS, 

Ot  SPtXK  Childhood  WHILE 
HOMELESS  lEOKC  ARE  Siam# 

m  iHtsmtrsf  it  s  ifYw ral' 


WHY?r  look  our  the  window,  aw/a'  war' 
IMMORAL?!  RARE'  PRU6ABU5C.T  MCtf/nrurmALLTHE 
WHY'  J  WIN  W  THE  WCHA  IT ')  .SELFISH  fbAne  TO 
fcs,  Sir  here  whining.  AtoJr  how  «y  mother 

~  'L  wboL/wr  M5y  me  goodNioht  WHewiwvsiyt 

Ah  weu.  let  hie  Toy  td  Rollovj  youe 

L061C.  1  fouy  you  wteew'r  mthekaN,  ■  NOfTMATiNOT  pr 
AU.  THE  paikI  inI  the  wokld  wouia  pA  IT  AT  ALL  f  / 
CEASE  TP  tA'ST_JS  THAr  IT ? 

V 

Agoraphobia  Services 

anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


720  Washington 
Nantucket  Build: 
Hanover.  MA  0) 

(617)  826-2461 


ALLAN  SINGER  L.I.C.S.W. 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 


General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


EYES  EXAMINED 


Remember  —  living  and  learning  comes 
easier  with  good  vision  .  .  . 

Rachelle  S.  DuBey,  O.D. 

Doctor  of  Optometry 
eyes  examined 
prescriptions  filled 
contact  lenses 
(617)  547-3310 
56  J.F.K.  St.,  2nd  Floor 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge 
women  owned  and  staffed 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper' 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (508)  487-1616 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


TEE/,  HARRIET,  iVHAf 
PoyouPO,Al/WJZ£ 
£V£RyiH|t40  t  TEU. 

XwfCMTA  PEK5CN 

CHANGE  HER-MlNP?/ 


tv  teaJ 


''ome  MlUUTES  HE RLE 
(  IT')  kiNP  OF  incREPiBlE  WHAT) 

Caxwo  oh  iNTHfc  news  untiyf 


YkAH  ,  KlbH  r  AEANWHILE  660 ret.  BOSH  |> 
INVAPWG  tiny  LATlH  AMtRlo VV  cookie# 

ANP  lAUiHg  Foe  AW  /WcteASEP  DEFENSE 
buput r  nitREiTc>FTH£wcKAPi>mcv/iJc.xi6Hr 

aeoho  botihe US-i' stuck  iwthe  W'CfHlVlIty! 


...  WA  WEIRD  AtopD? 

you're  The  oat  awtiho  lire 
RUBCCA  ofSoMYffloaK  fAVSM  > 


1  m 


^WHATSTHE  OFCa/RSE  I  Po'lMJOST 

MATTER''  OORT  XUWaNtY  1V0T  l/SED  TO  rr,  THAI )  AU  fMm 
,  kt-io  PE  nAPPy?  \f  YckJ  WHINED  ANPRVETCHSD 
[  V  A  little  iv  FEEL  Better  .  , 
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I^OBEl^T  ^)A1^NEY,  Music  Director 
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«  Iordan  Hall  ^  New  England  Conservatory 

Friday  &  Saturday,  June  15  & 16, 1990 ^  8 

Tickets;  $18,  $Yt  &  $9 

at 

Ticketron  *  Glad  Day^Bostix*  Out  of  Town  ^ 

Charge  by  Phone:  720-5^5^  <£  2*t7-BGMC 
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5ign  Language  Interpreted 


‘I  am  not 

page-twelve 

material.’ 

—June  Jordan  in  The  Progressive 

‘Let  us  not  forget  the  freedom  to  love:  If 
we  even  tolerate  any  oppression  of  gay 
and  lesbian  Americans,  if  we  join  those 
who  would  intrude  upon  the  choices  of 
our  hearts,  then  who  among  us  shall  be 
free?’ 

—June  Jordan,  "Diversity  or  Death” 

‘I  am  not  a  “divisive  issue.”  I  am  not 
page-twelve  material.  I  want  the  liberty 
and  the  hallowed  full  human  rights  of 
every  woman  in  the  world  at  the  top  of 
the  news,  right  there,  mixed  up  with  the 
East  Berliners  rushing  to  embrace  the 
people  of  West  Berlin.  And  I  want  this 
new  decade  to  forswear  all  double 
standards.  No  more  of  this  one  standard 
for  white  people  and  then  there’s  Panama. 
I  demand  the  names  of  every  Panamanian 
man  and  woman  and  child  who  died 
because  George  Bush  could  not  have  a 
merry  Christmas  unless  he  tried  to 
eliminate  Manuel  Noriega!’ 

—June  Jordan,  "Wrong  or  White” 

JUNE  JORDAN ,  the  internationally 
renowned  poet,  is  also  one  of  the  best 
political  essayists  writing  in  America.  You 
can  now  read  her  passionate  prose  fresh 
off  her  pen  six  times  a  year  in  The 
Progressive  magazine.  Plus,  every  month 
you  will  get  Molly  Ivins’s  hilarious  humor 
. . .  engaging  interviews  with  such  activists 
and  artists  as  Alice  Walker,  Daniel 
Ellsberg,  Wendell  Berry,  and  Holly  Near 
. . .  inspirational  profiles  of  the  unsung 
citizens  who  are  working  for  social  change 
every  day  in  America  . . . 


Yes', 


I  want  to  read  June  Jordan’s 
essays  in  The  Progressive.  Send  me  a 
subscription  for  $  1 8.  That’s  half  price— 
50%  off  the  newsstand  price.  And  as  an 
extra  bonus, I’d  like  to  receive  a  free 
reprint  of  the  essays  by  June  Jordan 
quoted  in  this  advertisement. 


Name  (please  print) 


Address,  Apt. 


City 


State,  Zip 

□  My  payment  is  enclosed. 

□  Charge  my  □  MasterCard  □  Visa. 


Credit  Card  Acct.  No. 


Exp.  Date 


Cardholder’s  Signature 

Complete  this  form  and  mail  it  to: 


409  East  Main  Street 

Madison,  WI  53703  asgcaa 


HEALING  SERVICE 

FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 
Tuesday,  June  12  7:30  p.m. 

For  persons  with  A  IDS 
For  their  families  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God’s  heating  power 

Prayers/Music/Laying  on  of  hands 
Homily:  Mr.  Ned  Wight 
Member  of  King’s  Chapel 
Free-will  offering/Reception 
MBTA:  Park  Street  or  Government  Center 
ASL  interpreted 
Information:  (617)  227-2155 
(sanctuary  only) 

KINGS  CHAPEL 

SCHOOL  AND  TREMONT  STREETS  •  BOSTON 

Cosponsored  by  the  Ecumeniccd  Task  Force  on  AIDS  •  (617)  628-7667 


9.9%  FINANCING  OR 
$1000  MANUFACTURER’S 

REBATE  PRIOR  SALES  EXCLUDED 


OLYMPIC  ONGROUND  DIVING  POOLS 

Economical  Inground  Alternative  offer  expires  5/15/90 

CALL  1-800-427-7665  FREE  HOME  SURVEY  NO  OBLIGATION 
I8V2  x  36V2  GRECIAN  INGROUND  $8875.00  Installed 

•  Lifetime  warranty  •  Filtration  package 
•  Maintenance  package  •  Commercial  liner 


100%  FINANCING  •  CREATIVE  CREDIT 


720  Brockton  Ave. 

Pools  of  Distmction,  Inc.  Alston,  ma 

(617)  857-2233 


THE  LOFT 
Christmas  Celebration 

Saturday,  December  19,1981 
1A.M.  Till  ? 


Dwindling 

Continued  from  page  7 

and  charged  with  open  and  gross  lewdness. 
He  brought  the  case  to  court  and  won  —  by 
claiming  that  by  taking  place  behind  closed 
doors  in  a  place  noted  for  its  sexual  activity, 
his  actions  were  private  not  public.  But  by 
1980  police  harassment,  and  a  change  in 
management,  gradually  made  the  Jolar  un¬ 
friendly  and  uninhabitable. 

Of  course  besides  the  Jolar  there  were 
plenty  of  other  theaters  and  peep  shows  in 
the  Zone.  Many  of  these  were  still  around  as 
recently  as  a  year  ago  —  you  can  see  them 
boarded  up  if  you  walk  down  Washington 
Street  —  but  some  were  demolished,  a  vic¬ 
tim  of  urban  renewal  and  the  expansion  of 
Tufts  New  England  Medical  School. 

There  was  a  whole  block  of  porn  stores  — 
which  were  basically  gay  male  cruising 
grounds  —  along  Stuart  Street  from  Tre- 
mont  beyond  Washington.  One  could  spend 
an  entire  afternoon  perusing  and  cruising, 
never  having  to  enter  a  store  twice  in  one 
day. 

Of  course,  if  you  wanted  to  sit  down  and 
settle  in  for  a  while  there  were  always  the 
State  and  the  Stuart  Theaters.  The  State 
showed  straight  porn  to  a  mostly  gay  male 
audience  that  was  more  interested  in  who 
was  sitting  next  to  them  than  what  was  on 
the  screen  and  the  Stuart  specialized  in  third- 
and  fourth-run  Hollywood  films.  The  book¬ 
ing  for  the  Stuart  seemed  completely 
haphazard  and  you  could  catch  Last  House 
on  the  Left  on  a  double  bill  with  Man  of  La 
Mancha  or  a  Neil  Simon  comedy  like  The 
Prisoner  of  Second  Ave.  doubled  with 
Shaft.  There  were  other  Washington  Street 
movie  houses  that  screened  not-very-recent 
Hollywood  films,  but  the  Stuart  had  a  busy 
orchestra  and  an  even  busier  men’s  room. 

Many  of  the  peep  booths  featured  gay 
male  porn,  but  if  you  wanted  to  sit  down 
and  watch  on-screen  gay  male  dick,  there  was 
always  the  ever-busy  South  Station  Cinema 
I  and  II,  Symphony  Cinema  (on  Huntington 
Ave.)  and  the  still  open  though  heavily 
patrolled  (“Hey,  knock  it  off  you  guys.”) 
Art  Cinema  on  Tremont  Street.  South  Sta¬ 
tion  was  the  premiere  porn  palace  —  always 
busy  day  and  night.  When  it  began  as  a  gay 
theater  in  the  early  ’70s  —  booked  by 
George  Mansour  and  managed  by  John 
Mitzel  —  Cinema  I  showed  porn  and 
Cinema  II  played  campy  Hollywood 
musicals.  The  mixed  bills  soon  ended  and 
both  sides  became  porn  houses.  In  1983 
when  South  Station  Cinema  closed,  North 
Station  I  Cinema  became  a  gay  porn  theater, 
but  it  had  none  of  the  charm  or  ambiance  of 
its  predecessor  and  closed  soon  after  a  licen¬ 
sing  dispute  with  city  authorities.  They 
found  it  easier  to  harass  and  intimidate 
adult  businesses  out  of  business  when  they 
were  all  corralled  in  the  by-then  shrinking 
Combat  Zone,  and  considered  North  Sta¬ 
tion  Cinema  an  across-town  maverick. 

The  Symphony  Cinema  was  showing  pop 
and  art  films  —  Lady  Sings  the  Blues  on  one 
side,  Bergman  films  on  the  other  —  before  it 
became  a  classy  gay  porn  house.  In  1973 
George  Mansour  booked  Fred  Halstead’s 
high-tone  classic  Sextool  there  and  the  Sym¬ 
phony  continued  for  a  while  to  show  gay 
porn.  The  cruising  was  low  key,  but  certain¬ 
ly  possible.  The  theater  closed  in  1979. 

If  you  wanted  to  linger  in  the  Zone,  you 
could  always  go  for  an  afternoon  cocktail  at 
the  Carnival  (closed  in  1978)  or  Playland 
(still  there  and  still  highly  recommended). 
But  these  were  busy  watering  holes  and  the 
chances  for  sex  were  close  to  nil.  At  the 


Champagne  Lounge  at  227  Tremont  Street, 
however,  you  could  slip  into  the  bathroom 
between  your  Pink  Lady  and  your  Golden 
Cadillac  (it  was  a  very  elegant,  queeny  bar) 
and  find  that  chances  for  a  quickie  were  not 
impossible.  Those  with  a  taste  for  danger 
could  also  stop  into  the  mostly-straight, 
country  and  western  Hillbilly  Lounge  —  on 
Stuart  Street  close  to  Broadway  —  and  very 
carefully  cruise  the  truckers  (real,  faux,  or 
fake)  and  the  queens  who  lingered  over  their 
afternoon  beers. 

If  one  felt  the  need  to  freshen  up  during 
the  long  hours  of  cruising  there  was  always 
the  baths.  The  Liberty  Tree  Health  Spa  — 
which  had  a  life  of  only  a  few  years  —  was  a 
few  doors  down  from  the  Jolar  in  the  Zone 
and  had  a  not  inconsiderable  afternoon 
trade.  The  Club  Baths  —  in  a  lovely  H.H. 
Richardson  building  on  LaGrange  Street 
burned  out  in  the  early  ’80s)  —  featured  a 
roof  deck  for  nude  sun  bathing  and  a  very 
brisk,  businessman’s  lunch  following.  I 
worked  there  for  a  little  less  than  a  year  in 
1978-79.  The  Regency  —  on  Otis  Street, 
behind  Jordan  Marsh  —  was  very  quiet,  and 
sometimes  even  closed  during  the  day,  but 
their  boisterous  dollar  nights  on  Mondays 
and  Beer  and  Pizza  fetes  on  Wednesdays  live 
on  in  memory.  The  Regency  closed  in  the 
late  ’70s. 

If  pre-Stonewall  public  sex  was  always 
found  in  the  unguarded,  vacant  nook  or 
cranny,  by  the  late-1970s  some  bars  began  to 
institutionalize  sex  space.  The  Stud, 
Mineshaft,  Toilet,  Anvil,  and  Strap  were  the 
most  famous  New  York  fuck  bars  and 
Boston  made  several  half-hearted  attempts 
to  follow  suit.  For  a  while  the  basement  at 
the  Cowardly  Lion  (later  Bienvenue), 
located  in  the  alley  next  to  the  Colonial 
Theater,  opened  as  a  sex  room,  but  since  it 
was  sort  of  a  hustler  bar  with  a  disco  beat 
(catering  to  the  recently  defunct  Other  Side 
crowd)  few  were  very  interested.  Quagmire 

—  now  the  Eagle  —  in  the  South  End  open¬ 
ed  a  moderately  busy  basement  boff  bin  in 
1980  or  so,  but  the  boys  in  blue  from  Area  D 
(who  were  stationed  right  across  the  street) 
soon  put  an  end  to  it.  This  was  the  same  fate 
met  by  The  Loft  on  Stanhope  Street  —  a 
private  dance  club  that  turned  its  back  on 
what  went  on  in  some  of  the  darker  corners 

—  that  was  closed  in  1984.  There  was  even  a 
movement  afoot  in  1981  —  rent  was  paid 
and  licenses  secured  —  for  an  imitation 
Boston  Mineshaft  on  Kingston  Street  in  the 
South  End,  but  the  deal  fell  through  at  the 
last  minute. 

While  the  organized,  official  sex  spaces 
failed,  there  were  two  very  active  unofficial 
fuck  forums  in  town.  The  Shed,  across  the 
street  from  Symphony  Hall  —  for  a  while 
Boston’s  only  leather  bar  —  had  a  bathroom 
that  wouldn’t  stop  on  almost  any  night  of 
the  week.  Small,  cramped  and  often  very 
smelly,  it  was  a  bit  of  Heaven  on  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  The  Shed  was  popular  from  the 
early  ’70s  to  sometime  later  in  the  decade 
when  Herbie’s  Ramrod  —  actually  the  up¬ 
per  floor  of  the  popular  piano  chat  bar  12 
Carver  —  became  the  leather  bar  to  fre¬ 
quent.  Herbie’s  was  a  friendly,  cruisy  bar 
but  the  most  entrancing  parts  of  it  were  the 
large,  super-spacious  bathrooms  on  the  lan¬ 
ding  between  12  Carver  proper  and  the 
Ramrod.  Easily  accommodating  60  men, 
they  were  the  salvation  of  many  a  slow  Tlies- 
day  or  Wednesday  —  or  a  busy  Friday  or 
Saturday  —  night  out.  In  1979,  12  Carver 
and  Herbie’s  Ramrod  (as  well  as  the  charm¬ 
ing  next  door  restaurant,  The  Hound’s 
Tooth,  and  the  Hillbilly  Ranch  around  the 
corner)  were  demolished  to  make  way  for 
the  mammoth,  ugly  Transportation 
Building. 

Wither  sex? 

Looking  back  over  the  past  20  years,  most 
of  the  places  that  I  have  frequented  and 
fucked  in  have  been  closed.  Some  that  are 
still  functioning  —  like  the  Fenway,  the  Bird 
Sanctuary  or  the  Science  Center  —  feel  un¬ 
safe  or  dangerous.  It  is  hard  to  pinpoint 
what  has  caused  all  of  the  changes.  Eight 
years  of  Reagan  surely  set  a  political  and 
cultural  tone  to  the  last  decade.  And  certain¬ 
ly  the  mainstream  press  has  used  AIDS  to 
launch  a  vicious  attack  on  gay  sexuality, 
causing  many  men  to  react  with  fear  and 
guilt  rather  than  inventiveness  of  expres¬ 
sion.  And  the  AIDS  hysteria  promoted  by 
the  press  has  played  no  small  role  in  the  in¬ 
crease  of  homophobic  violence  against  both 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  Urban  renewal  —  if  a 
monstrosity  like  the  Transportation 
Building  can  be  called  renewal  —  has  also 
played  a  part  and  many  of  the  bars, 
bookstores  and  theaters  where  sex  was  easy 
and  plentiful  have  been  destroyed  by 
developers.  Some  have  argued  that  the  ad- 

Continued  on  page  2 1 
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NDIG 


'he  Club  for  Women 


Tickets  at:  Wood  A  Strings  (credit  cards  by  phone: 
616/641-2131),  New  Words,  Boston  Compact  Disc, 
Sandy's  Music.  Aiborway  Video,  Out-of-Town, 
Ticketron,  ConcertCharge. 


HOLLY  NEAR 

with  John  Bucchino 


In  a  concert  celebrating  Holly's  newest  album 
and  her  soon-to-be  released  autobiography. 


Tickets  att  Ticketron,  New  Words.  Arborway 
Video  A  Sound,  Womenc rafts  in  Provincetown 

BY  PHONE:  800/382-8080 


FERRON 


In  a  full-length  concert  to  celebrate  the  release  of  her  new 
album  and  to  benefit  the  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 

with  special  guest  Judy  Small 


For  further  information; 

617/661-12652 


For  tickets  by  mail  for  all  shows  please  send  check, 
money  order  or  MC  VISA  AMEX  and  SASE  to: 
Revolutionary  Acts!,  PO  Box  606,  Cambridge.  MA  02238 


CHERYL  WHEELER 

Celebrating  the  release  of  her  sensational  new 
Capitol  album ,  "Circles  and  Arrows " 


LUCIE  BLUE 
TREMBLAY 


with  special  guest 

Laura  Berkson 


Friday,  August  10 
0:30  pm 

Provincetown  Town  Hall 

Tickets:  $16.50 


Sunday,  October  21 
7:00  pm 

Symphony  Hall,  Boston 

Tickets:  $17.50,  $15.50 

Available  only  through  Revolutionary  Acts! 


Saturday,  November  3 
7:30  pm 
Opera  House 

Tickets:  $18.50,  $16.50,  $14.50 

Available  only  through  Revolutionary  Acts! 


Revolutionar^icts^Js^woman^wned^vomaT^perate^roductior^ompany. 


Friday,  June  29 
8:00  pm 
Sanders  Theater 


Quincy  A  Kirkland  Sts.,  Cambridge 
Free  parking. 

Tickets:  $14.50  in  advance,  $15.50  at  door 


INDIGO  at  NIGHTSTAGE 


Sat  June  9 

Celebrate  GAY  PRIDE! 
JUNE  MILLINGTON 
w/Special  Guest 
M'LISS  CALZARETTA 
8PM/S6.50 


Wed  June  13 
An  Evening  With 
CASTLE-BERRY  DUPRE 
8PM/S10.50 


Sat  June  16 
RENO 
w/Guest 

MICHELLE  BONO 
8PM/S10. 


Sun  June  24 
LEA  DELARIA 
in  LEZB0  A  GO-GO 
w/KELLY  RILEY 
9PM/S10. 


INDIGO  Where  Women  Meet  Women 


823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139  1617)  497-7200 


INDIGO'S  Hours:  Wed  8PM-1AM  •  Thurs  4PM-2AM/S2.  •  Fri  4PM-2AM  S3,  -  Sat  9PM-2AM/S5. 
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DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


(Cl 

NATIONAL 

OWGAIMIZATTON 


Boskn^NOW 

working  for 
reproductive  freedom, 
lesbian  and  gay  rights 
and  economic  equity. 


971  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston,  Mass.  02215 
782-1056 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Call  aow  for  LIVE  ACTION— 


1»900»999*8500 

Just  75*  a  minute  _ 


(SI  .50  for  1st  min), 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


DLC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


"The  'les  Miz'  satire  is  perfect. . 
it's  worth  the  whole  evening!" 

-Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 
"  Explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhowik,  WBZ-TV 


DINNER/SHOW 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


357-8384 


GROUP  RATES 
426-4444 


Ritz 
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her  nipples,  while  standing  with  one  leg 
wedged  deep  into  her  crotch.  She  began  to 
pull  my  robe  from  me. 

“Maybe  we  should  get  away  from  the 
window  — ” 

“Maybe  not,”  I  growled,  batting  back 
the  drapes  so  they  rested  half  in  the  room, 
half  out.  “Wouldn’t  you  like  to  enjoy  the 
view?”  Her  eyes  didn’t  register  the  remark. 

But  I  didn’t  wait  for  her,  pulling  at  the 
well-worn  501s  until  they  opened,  and  mov¬ 
ing  her  back  toward  the  sill.  1  slid  my  hand 
between  my  knee  and  her  cunt,  diddling  her 
intentionally. 

“Backwards  or  forwards?” 

“What?” 

“I  could  you  fuck  you  either  way  out  the 
window.” 

She  smiled  tolerantly  at  me. 

“Well,  something’s  making  you  very  wet 
now  isn’t  it?”  I  pressed  her  as  her  eyes  roved 
over  my  body,  a  labrys  my  only  decoration 
at  this  point. 

“Oh,  yes,”  she  said  quietly,  her  fingers 
tracing  my  hips. 

I  entered  her  quickly,  pushing  against  her 
back  for  emphasis.  Seems  I  surprised  her, 
taking  her  mouth  again  and  again,  roughly, 
biting  her  lips  at  the  same  time  1  fucked  her 
harder,  with  more  fingers,  as  she  arched  her 
back  into  the  air. 

“Yeah,  baby,  nothing  I’d  rather  be 
doing,”  I  whispered  bending  her  back.  She 
was  a  noisy  one,  especially  as  I  leaned  her 
out  the  window,  her  stunning  tits  rolling  in 
the  air  high  above  the  people  on  Arlington 
Street.  Was  it  my  imagination  or  did  I  hear 
cheers  from  the  street  below?  It  seemed  to 
me  that  I  heard  a  crowd  roar,  a  mix  of  men’s 
and  women’s  voices.  I  glanced  over  her 
shoulder  as  she  turned  her  head  and  we 
looked  outside.  A  large  bouquet  of  lavender 
balloons  was  heading  right  for  us,  released 
by  a  big  group  of  our  fellow  Pride-goers.  We 
couldn’t  tell  if  the  balloon  release  or  our  lit¬ 
tle  show  had  elicited  the  cheers.  So  I  slowly 
slid  back  inside  and  went  down  on  her  as  she 
held  herself  up  still  in  the  window  frame,  her 
chaps  affording  easier  access,  the  pungent 
leather  framing  her  cunt.  I  flicked  my 
tongue  over  her  clit  and  finger  fucked  her 
until  she  dropped  to  her  knees  on  the  floor, 
biting  at  my  shoulder,  reaching  for  my  cunt, 
shaking  and  tugging  at  me,  cuming  in 
spasms,  in  incomprehensible  words.  I  was 
moving  to  kiss  her  some  more  when  she  very 
coolly  said  it. 

“We  have  company.”  She  was  looking 
over  my  shoulder. 

“Huh?  — ” 

A  gorgeous  Latina  stood  svelte  in  her 
room  service  tux  staring  open-mouthed  at 
the  pair  of  us. 

“No  one  answered  when  I  knocked,”  she 
offered. 

I’d  forgotten  about  the  champagne 
delivery. 

“I  get  off  in  a  half  hour,”  she  said  look¬ 
ing  from  one  of  us  to  the  other,  a  blush 
heightening  her  color. 

“That  right?”  we  both  said  in  unison. 

The  Mistress  promotes  lesbian  sex,  proudly, 
wherever  she  goes. 


Wolf 
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because  of  the  contracts  we,  Bristol-Myers, 
and  the  Fenway  signed.  And  they  don’t  like 
it,  because  they  don’t  want  to  manufacture 
this  drug.  And  the  Fenway  has  been  very 
strange  because  they  didn’t  expect  the  com¬ 
pany  to  just  pull  out.  And  it’s  really  jeopar¬ 
dized  us,  the  participants,  most  of  all. 
Because  we  kept  getting  all  these  memos  — 
like  every  two  months  —  saying,  ‘Sorry, 
you’re  not  going  to  get  the  drug  anymore.’ 
So,  we  all  started  meeting  and  protesting 
and  negotiating.  I  think  the  Fenway  felt  — 
and  I  will  say  this  as  a  plus  for  the  Fenway  — 
a  responsibility  to  let  us  know. 

“Now  there  is  Peptide  T  available 
elsewhere  through  the  Dallas  Buyers’  Club, 
so  it  is  at  least  available.  I’m  getting  it 
through  the  Fenway  still,  I’m  still  on  the 
trial.  I’m  one  of  only  14  left,  there  were  30 
or  32.  So,  there  aren’t  many  doing  it  legally 
in  this  country.  It’s  a  little  strange.  More 
than  half  of  us  live  in  Provincetown. 

“We’re  negotiating- with  the  NIMH,  now 
manufacturing  the  drug  in  conjunction  with 
Candice  Pert’s  {the  inventor  of  Peptide  T] 
company,  which  is  called  Integra  Institute. 
It  is  really  unusual  to  have  the  inventor  of 
the  drug  manufacture  it. 

“It’s  been  a  lot  of  turmoil  and  skirmishes, 


Liz  Wolf 


I  still  feel  like  a  lab  animal  —  you  know, 
you’d  go  in  for  your  two-week  appointment 
and  they’d  say,  ‘No,  we’re  not  going  to  give 
you  your  drug.’  That’s  it. 

“This  one  guy  said,  ‘You’ll  have  to  call 
the  police  to  get  me  out  of  here  [the  Fenway 
Clinic].  I’m  not  leaving  until  you  give  me  the 
drug.’  So  they  gave  him  his  drug,  and  that’s 
when  the  fight  started.  We  started  putting 
up  signs  for  the  meetings,  and  the  Fenway 
was  taking  them  down.  It  was  hard  to  get 
everyone  together.  The  Fenway  was  not  — 
until  more  recently  —  backing  us  par¬ 
ticipants. 

“They  wanted  to  meet  with  us  on  a  case- 
by-case  basis,  individually.  But  no  —  no  — 
we  knew  we  had  to  stick  together.  We’ve 
been  threatened  with  going  off  the  drug 
several  times  now.  There  have  been  lots  of 
meetings  and  letters,  and  it  feels  really  im¬ 
portant,  because  I  think  it  is  the  first  time 
the  participants  have  really  had  input  in  the 
future  protocol. 

“The  NIMH  asks  us  now,  you  know  — 
we  were  screaming  about  it  at  first  —  but 
now  they’re  saying,  ‘We  want  to  know  what 
you  want  and  what  you  don’t  want  to  do.’ 
Which  I  think  is  exciting  and  unusual,  but 
it’s  taken  way  too  long.” 

The  Peptide  T  protocol  has  what  is  called 
a  “wash”  period,  which  means,  for  in¬ 
stance,  that  for  one  month  before  attemp¬ 
ting  to  get  into  the  study,  a  person  could  not 
take  any  of  the  many  alternative  drugs  and 
herbs,  such  as  AL-721,  that  HIV-infected 
people  may  depend  upon. 

Liz  continued,  “You  know,  I  can’t  take 
Echinacea  [a  daisy  extract  believed  to  be 
beneficial  to  the  immune  system].  I  can’t 
take  Chinese  herbs,  I  can’t  do  anything 
from  the  wide  range  of  AZT,  ddl,  nothing.  I 
mean,  people  can’t  even  take  acyclovir.  I 
don’t  need  to  take  that,  I  must  be  one  of  the 
few  people  in  the  study  who  it  isn’t  an  issue 
for.  I  would  be  really  pissed.  If  you  get  a 
herpes  outbreak  you  can  take  it.  Isn’t  that 
wonderful?  They’re  not  giving  any  credence 
to  preventing  it.  It’s  very  inhuman.  We 
thought  that  after  six  months  all  those 
restrictions  would  get  lifted  —  and  we  were 
willing  to  sign  forms  —  but  it’s  like  signing 
your  life  away  essentially.” 

Many  people  taking  Peptide  T  have 
reported  no  negative  side  effects.  Liz  Wolf 
suffers  sinus  problems,  but  with  HIV  infec¬ 
tions  this  is  a  common  ailment. 

“I  fortunately  didn’t  have  any  memory 
loss  or  mind  issues,  but  Peptide  T  has  really 
helped  people  who  do,”  she  explained. 
“Peptide  is  a  neurological  drug.  For  me,  I 
had  that  classic  peripheral  neuropathy,  and 
it  tended  to  stop  that.  I  would  probably  be 
with  a  cane,  or  hobbling  in  a  wheelchair  at 
this  point.  I  don’t  know  of  anything  else 
that  will  take  care  of  it  nontoxically  at  this 
point,  and  very  quickly.  It’s  like,  within  a 
month  it  was  resolved. 

“Peptide  T  gives  me  energy  and  sort  of 
relieves  some  of  my  symptoms,  but  it  hasn’t 
done  much  for  my  counts.  Seems  like  they 
are  pretty  much  maintained.  My  T’s  have 
gone  down  —  my  red  and  white  counts  sort 
of  go  up  and  down  —  but  it  hasn’t  helped 
those.  It  seems  to  have  helped  some  people’s 
T’s  and  their  counts,  but  they’re  probably 
on  a  different  dose,  and  they  haven’t  even 
released  the  dosage  yet.  It’s  so  medieval. 
There’s  three  different  dosages  and  rumor 
has  it  Candice  Pert  says  she  thinks  the 
medium  dose  is  most  effective. 

“They  said  they  are  going  to  put  people 
on  the  most  effective  dose  after  all  this  gets 
straightened  out.  We  have  a  lawyer  now  for 
our  Peptide  T  group.  It’s  been  a  headache. 
A  lot  of  people  have  dropped  out,  you 
know,  the  uncertainty  of  whether  they  will 
get  their  Peptide  T  or  not,  has  been  an  emo¬ 
tional  strain. 

Continued  on  page  17 
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On  AIDS  and  Lesbian/Gay  Rights... 


Did  you  ever  mean  to  write  to  Congress  on  ADS  or  lesbian/gay  rights  but  didn’t  get  around  to  it?  By 
joining  Speak  Out,  the  Campaign  Fund’s  constituent  mail  program,  you  allow  us  to  send  brief  messages 
to  your  Senators  and  Representative  when  key  votes  come  up  on  these  critical  issues.  Our  opponents 
flood  Congress  with  hate  mail,  but  now  Speak  Out  makes  sure  the  fair-minded  majority  is  heard  in  a 
timely  fashion  on  these  vital  issues. 


ef 


I’ll  join  Speak  Out  and  the  thousands  across  the  country  —  lesbian,  gay,  and 
non-gay  alike  —  who  support  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  and  health  issues. 


□  9  messages  at  just  S3.25  each —  $29.25 

□  15  messages  at  just  $3.25  each — $48.75 


□  Other.  I’ll  authorize 


(A  three  message  minimum  enrollment  is  required.) 


NAME  (PLEASE  PRINT) 


ADDRESS 


messages  at  $3.25  each. 


city/state 


□  In  addition,  I’d  like  to  contribute  to  help  the  Fund’s 
lobbying,  political  and  grassroots  work  on  lesbian/gay 
rights  and  health  issues. 

□  $20  □  $25  □  $50  □  $100  □  Other  $ _ 

PAYMENT  OPTIONS 

□  Bill  me. 

□  I’ll  pay  by  credit  card.  Please  circle  (MasterCard,  VISA) 

CREDIT  CARD  NO  _ 


ZIP 


HOME  PHONE 


EXP  DATE 


SIGNATURE 


CV1PAIGN  FUND 

RETURN  TO:  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund.  P.0.  Boi  1723,  Washington,  D.C.  20077-4392 


ioSSffl- 

n^SSS*®* 


You  fix  it... 

we  fix  it... 


or  we'll  show  you  how! 


Owned  and  operated  by: 


We  will  teach  you  how  to  fix  your  own 
bike,  or,  if  you  already  know  how,  just 
rent  space,  use  our  tools,  and  do  it  your¬ 
self.  Or,  leave  your  bike  and  we  will  repair 
it.  No  appointment  necessary. 

Tues.-Sat.  10-6,  Thurs.  12-8 
Sun.  12-5  June  fit  July  only 
351  Broadway,  Cambridge  •  868-3392 


Now  available 
"We  are  Family" 
produced  by 
Aimee  Sands 


Specialists  in  Women  Artists 
and  Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes  in  Film 


7/^ 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  SOUTH  ST.,  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
HOURS:  MONDAY-SATURDAY  10-9  SUNDAY  12-9 


INSURANCE 


’♦■Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
♦Flexible  payment  plans. 

★  One  day  plate  service. 

*No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEV1CH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 
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“As  far  as  being  a  woman  on  a  clinical 
trial  goes,  the  Fenway  has  been  great,  I’ll  say 
that  for  them.  They  really  fought  with  the 
NIMH  when  they  said  ‘No,  we  don’t  want 
any  women  on  this  trial.’  Most  of  the 
reason,  and  it’s  true  for  cancer,  too,  is  you 
know,  if  we  get  pregnant  they  don’t  want  to 
deal  with  the  liability  of  an  infected  child. 
I’m  not  going  to  get  pregnant. 

“But  if.  you  look  at  the  AMFAR 
[American  Foundation  for  AIDS  Research] 
trials  —  you  know,  I  figured  they  would  be 
subtle  about  it  —  they  just  say,  ‘No 
women.’  And  it’s  mostly  a  gay  white  male 
protocol,  up  to  this  point  in  time. 

“It’s  especially  outrageous,  seeing  that  a 
lot  more  women  are  being  infected,  1  mean, 
we’re  on  the  rise  and  I  still  couldn’t  get  in  a 
lot  of  those  trials,  unless  I  went  through  a 
lawyer  and  Filed  a  suit.  And  by  that  time  it’s 
10  years  down  the  road. 

There  were  some  women  who  were  suing 
the  cucumber  people  [those  studying  Com¬ 
pound  Q,  a  cucumber  derivative  that  is 
another  potential  anti-HIV  drug].  I  think 
the  women  got  kicked  off  [the  study,  osten¬ 
sibly]  for  other  reasons,  but  it  was  pretty 
clear,  because  they  fit  all  the  other  criteria 
for  the  protocol.  The  Fenway  really  had  to 
go  to  bat  to  get  me  in  the  Peptide  T  pro¬ 
tocol.” 

Confronting  other  discrimination 

“I’ve  had  so  many  discrimination  ex¬ 
periences.  I  first  got  tested  in  1986  in 
Southern  California,  at  an  anonymous/con¬ 
fidential  place.  I  went  to  see  the  doctor  — 
who  I  had  never  seen  before  —  but  he  was  a 
friend  of  friends.  Sort  of  a  hippie/leftie  doc¬ 
tor,  we  liked  each  other,  got  along  well.  I 
told  him  I  was  going  to  get  tested  at  his  clinic 
and  he  said,  ‘Well,  you  don’t  have  to  tell  me 
if  you  get  tested,  and  you  can  test  at  other 
places.’ 

“So  I  did  test  there  and  I  did  test  positive. 
He  just  freaked  out.  He  got  hysterical.  He 
told  the  tester  that  Liz  Wolf  was  going  to 
come  in,  and  ‘If  she  tested  positive  treat  her 
with  really  kid  gloves,  but  she  probably 
won’t  test  positive.’  He  told  me  he  was  sure  I 
would  test  negative,  because  my  counts  at 
that  point  —  this  was  just  three  years  after 
the  transfusions  —  were  still  pretty  much 
okay. 

“The  clinic  had  called  a  woman  who 
turned  out  to  be  a  friend  of  mine  because 
they  didn’t  have  anybody  else  to  counsel  me 
—  which  was  okay  —  except  they  had 
broken  my  confidentiality  again  because  she 
was  not  working  at  the  clinic.  She  was  the 
head  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Resource 
Center  [in  Santa  Barbara],  and  she  was 
wonderful.  So  it  turned  out  okay. 

“I  was  fine  and  the  guy  testing  my  blood 
was  shaking  like  a  leaf. 

“The  first  time  I  confronted  the  doctor 
with  all  that  had  happened  he  squirmed  out 
of  taking  responsibility  for  it.  The  second 
time  I  marched  in  with  a  four-page  memo, 
and  what  he  said  to  me  essentially  was  that 
he  was  homophobic.  And  that  I  was  this 
nice  Jewish  girl  he  was  treating,  you  know, 
bright,  and  we  could  be  friends. 

“And  he  said  he  had  all  these  gay  men 
who  came  in  and  said,  ‘Oh,  we  hope  we  test 
negative,  and  then  when  they  do  they  are  so 
happy,  and  here’s  you,  who  had  never  done 
anything’  —  and  it  was  definitely 
discrimination. 

“I  said,  ‘Hey,  you’re  homophobic.’  Ap¬ 
parently  he  turned  around  after  that  ex¬ 
perience  and  the  gay  boys  love  him  now. 
Fortunately,  I  was  articulate  and  knew  the 
issues.  But  if  I  hadn’t  been  I  would  have 
been  sort  of  shit  on. 

“The  other  doctor  I  saw,  in  Oregon,  was 
very  rough  with  me.  He  said  he  just  had  a 
patient,  a  gay  man,  who  had  said  that  he  had 
been  infected  through  transfusion,  and  the 
doctor  said  ‘But  then  he  confessed  to  me 
that  he  was  really  a  drug  user.’  So  the  doctor 
says  to  me,  ‘So  you  see,  it’s  okay,  you  can 
really  tell  me  the  truth.  I’m  not  judgmental.’ 

I  said,  ‘Wait  a  minute,  there’s  no  other  way  I 
could  have  possibly  got  infected.’  And  he 
wanted  me  to  go  through  all  these  tests,  to 
prove  I  had  this  surgery. 

“And  then  I  was  working  at  this  local 
AIDS  council,  myself  and  this  other 
woman,  and  this  doctor  knew  she  was 
negative  and  we  were  the  only  two 
employees.  And  he  was  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  Shanti  Project  [a  San  Francisco 
AIDS  service  organization].  He  was  the  big 
infectious  disease  specialist  in  Eugene  and 
he  went  up  to  her  and  said,  ‘Could  you  keep 
this  confidential?  You  shouldn’t  hire  or 
have  as  volunteers  people  who  are  HIV¬ 
positive,  due  to  dementia,  personal  agenda 


and  absenteeism.’  He  was  inviting  her  to 
discriminate.  I  eventually  went  to  an  at¬ 
torney,  and  the  AIDS  council  filed  a  com¬ 
plaint  against  him.  For  me,  that  was  my  em¬ 
powerment,  my  way  of  handling  it.  1  don’t 
think  he  expected  this  nice  little  girl  to  peep. 

“One  time  we  loaned  some  money  to 
these  two  strong  feminists  in  Eugene  —  one 
of  whom  worked  for  Louise  Lamfir,  a  noted 
feminist  at  the  University  of  Mexico  —  and 
they  never  paid  us  back.  So  naturally  I  called 
them  and  demanded  the  money  back  and 
they  still  didn’t  pay  us.’When  my  partner 
confronted  them  sometime  later  they  said  1 
was  demented.  And  my  partner  said,  ‘No, 
she’s  always  had  a  temper.’  ‘Dementia’  is  a 
way  people  write  us  off. 

“As  far  as  being  a  woman,  it  seems  to  me 
it’s  like  with  women  and  cancer.  One  minute 
we’re  supposed  to  be  beautiful,  especially 
heterosexual  women  —  homemakers,  and 
take  care  of  everything.  And  we  get  sick,  we 
don’t  look  so  good.  So  it’s  not  okay,  it 
seems  like  we  hide.” 

I  asked  Liz,  “I  know  that  you’re  involved 
in  a  relationship,  but  if  you  weren’t,  would 
you  be  having  a  very  hard  time  dating?” 

“It  would  be  so  hard,”  she  said.  “I  feel  so 
fortunate  that  I  already  was  in  a  relationship 
before  1  tested.  And  I  have  a  wonderful 
partner,  and  she’s  committed. 

“Oh  my  God,  lesbians  especially  —  I’ve 
only  met  one  other  woman  in  this  town 
who’s  infected,  and  she’s  a  dyke  too,  which 
is  neat.  And  that’s  it.  I  know  there’s  lots  of 
women  infected,  who  probably  aren’t 
dykes.  [Being  single]  would  be  so  hard. 

“My  partner,  she  told  this  woman  and 
this  gay  guy  where  she  worked.  And  the 
woman’s  first  reaction  was  ‘How  did  she  get 
THAT?”  The  gay  guy  said  ‘Oh,  is  she  okay? 

“Lesbians,  unfortunately  —  there  have 
been  some  wonderful  women  in  this  town 
who  have  been  there  for  me  —  but  there 
have  been  some  that  aren’t,  and  when  they 
find  out  I’m  infected,  it’s  like,  they  don’t 
want  anything  to  do  with  it.  They  don’t 
want  to  get  involved  —  you  know,  I  might 
get  sick,  and  I  might  have  some  more  needs 
than  they’re  going  to  have.  And  they  just 
don’t  know  how  to  deal  with  it. 

“They’ll  say,  ‘Are  you  a  feminist?’  ‘Yes.’ 
‘Oh  well,  that’s  good.’  It’s  been  hard  for  me 

—  as  a  feminist  and  a  dyke  —  to  go  to  the 
PWA  groups,  which  are  sort  of  like  boys’ 
clubs.  It’s  just  starting  to  open  up  and  I 
haven’t  really  been  welcomed  in  a  lot  of 
them.  I’ve  been  in  support  groups;  I 
facilitated  a  group  in  Oregon  —  but  our 
lifestyles  are  so  different.  I  don’t  have  sex 
stories  to  share.  You  know  —  one  of  the 
groups  in  Oregon,  it  was  like,  ‘I  don’t  want 
to  hear  anymore  what  you  did  and  who  you 
slept  with.’  ” 

“In  my  support  group,”  I  told  Liz,  “we 
do  not  often  tell  sex  stories.  One  member 
has  a  need  to  occasionally  shock  everyone 
with  an  unexpected  comment,  but  we  only 
tolerate  it,  it  doesn’t  launch  us  into  sex 
stories.” 

“Well,”  she  said,  “the  group  I  was  in  on 
the  Cape,  it  wasn’t  an  issue  either,  and  it  was 
really  nice.  1  just  felt  part  of  it.  But  it  was  an 
issue  in  Oregon,  they  kept  telling  me  their 
past  stories,  and  I  felt,  ‘Well,  I  am  not  meant 
to  be  here.  If  you  guys  want  to  talk  about 
your  sex  stories,  that’s  fine,  it’s  just  not  me.’ 
You  know,  politics  make  strange  bed¬ 
fellows.  I  got  thrown  in  with  a  lot  of  people 
I’d  never  be  friends  with. 

“My  partner  had  roommates  who 
wouldn’t  tell  me  directly  that  they  didn’t 
want  me  to  use  the  bathroom  in  their  apart¬ 
ment  —  especially  when  1  was  menstruating. 
When  I  confronted  them  on  it,  they  said  I 
shouldn’t  have  heard  about  it  at  all  because 
it  was  confidential! 

“This  lesbian  in  P-town  knew  my  status 
and  I  was  visiting  her  on  business  one  time 

—  in  fact,  I  brought  her  a  client.  I  had  to  use 
her  bathroom  to  pee  and  she  said  there  was 
someone  in  the  shower.  She  lived  alone  and 
it  was  a  total  fabrication. 

“At  one  point  I  was  looking  for  a  place  to 
live  in  Cambridge  and  met  these  two  dykes 
who  were  looking  for  a  roommate.  They 
were  so  stunned  about  my  status  that  they 
kept  saying  things  like  ‘We  have  dental 
dams,  wanna  see  ’em?’  They  told  me  they 
had  never  met  an  infected  woman  and  they 
kept  saying  ‘Especially  a  lesbian.  ’  They  were 
sort  of  pathetic.  It  seems  that  everyone 
needs  to  be  challenged. 

“What  I  would  challenge  people  on,  in¬ 
dividually  and  in  group  systems,  is  to  look  to 
the  boards  of  directors  on  these  AIDS  ser¬ 
vice  organizations,  and  see  how  many 
women  are  in  positions  of  power  in  the 
organizations,  and  see  how  many  infected 
women  they  have.  They’ll  say,  ‘Oh,  we 
don’t  know  any.’  I  think  the  Fenway  is 

Continued  on  page  1 9 
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WHAT  YOU  KNOW 
COULD  SAVE  YOUR  LIFE 


BETA- The  Bulletin  of 
Experimental  Treat¬ 
ments  for  AIDS  is 
published  four  times 
a  year  by  the  San^ 
Francisco  AIDS 
Foundation  in 
cooperation  with  AIDS' 
researchers,  front-line 
physicians  and  the 
San  Francisco  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health. 
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BETA  features: 

Critical  new  informa¬ 
tion  on  treatments 
for  AIDS/HIV 

Exclusive  interviews 
with  prominent  AIDS 
researchers 

Up-to-date  reports  on 
important  drug 
studies 

Easy-to-read  language 
and  a  glossary  of 
medical  terms 


YES!  I  WANT  TO  SUBSCRIBE!  PLEASE  SEND  ME 
THE  NEXT  4  ISSUES  OF  BETA! 


$25  -  Individuals  ‘ 


Name. 


.Agency. 


$50  -  Institutions 

Citv 

Statp 

Zip 

Sliding  Scale 

Phone ( 

) 

1 

$ - (Low  Income) 

Free  for  San 
Francisco  Residents 

Outside  U.S.  and 
Canada,  add  $5 


For  more  information  about  the  con¬ 
tents  of  BETA,  call  415-863-2437. 

For  information  about  bulk  orders, 
call  415-861-3397. 


BETA  is  mailed  in  a  plain  envelope. 
PAYMENT  OPTIONS: 

Call  1-800-327-9893  if  you 
have  questions  or  would  like 
to  use  vour  VISA  or 

J 

MasterCard. 

□  Visa 

□  MasterCard 

□  Pavment  enclosed 


Your  name  will  be  kept  confidential. 


Credit  Card  #. 


Name  on  Card. 
Signature _ 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Foundation  and  mail  to:  BETA,  PO  Box 
2189,  Berkeley,  CA  94702-0189. 

bet 


ut  on  your  boots,  crease  your  Stetson,  shrink  your  jeans 
Vhjp  and  get  ready  to  Texas  T\vo  Step.  Don’t  fret  if  you’re  a 
greenhorn— there’ll  be  plenty  of  cowboys  and  cowgals  who 
know  the  ropes. 

Mosey  on  down,  grab  yourself  a  brew,  and  swing  your  partner  to 
the  sounds  of  Texas  T\vo  Step  and  high  energy  Disco  by  Houston 
DJ  Chris  Ballard  of  the  Brazos  River  Bottom  Club.  Gays  for 
Patsy  will  also  be  on  hand. 

Join  us  on  June  9th  to  learn  why  the  West  is  called  wild! 


iimmwMt  M.nn] 


Saturday,  June  9, 8pm-2am 
Villa  Victoria 

85  West  Newton  St.,  Boston 


no.oo 

IN  ADVANCE 

*15.00 

AT  THE  DOOR 


ADVANCE  TICKET  LOCATIONS: 

Crone’s  Harvest.  761  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 

Odeon,  562  TYemont  St.,  Boston 

Raven's,  137  Kennebec  St.,  Portland,  Maine 

Gays  for  Patsy  Tint,  Boston  Common  (June  9  ONLY) 

New  Words  Book  Store,  186  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge 

Innovations  in  Leather,  581A  TYemont  St.,  Boston 


FOR  INFORMATION  CALL  617-825-3268 


PRESENTED  BY: 

Manheart 
Productions,  Inc. 


Net  proceeds  to  benefit: 

The  Maine  Health  Foundation 
PWA  Financial  Assistance  Fund 
The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  of  Boston 


1  For  more  info  ! 
!  (603)  382-9308' 


N.H.  PRIDE  PRESENTS 

JUNE  15. 1990 


MARCH  and  RALLY 


Step  Into 
Tne 


Statehouse,  Main  Street,  Concord,  N. 

7:00pm  to  9:00pm 

Local  Speakers  -  The  Washington  Sisters 


mAmmmWmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm+mmmmmmmmmmmm; 


Carriage  House,  Main  Street,  Concord,  N.H. 

9:30pm  to  12:00am 

The  Washington  Sisters  -  Illusionists  Ron  Bailey  &  Brian  Murphy 

$5.00  Donation  at  door 


JUNE  16,  1990 


Pat’s  Peak,  Route  114,  Henniker,  N.H. 

10:00am  to  7:00pm 

SPEAKERS  -  WORKSHOPS  -  VENDORS  -  THE  WEDDING  -  GAMES 
LAMBDA  SPONSORED  5K  FUN  RUN  AT  9:00AM 

|  Keynote  speaker  -  Dr.  Michael  Applebee 
Erica  Wheeler  Distinct  Possibilities 

X 

CRIS  WILLIAMSON  -  TRET  FURE 

PATTY  LARKIN  j 

$15.00  at  Gate  -  Work  exchange  available 

"PRiDEDANCr 

8:00pm  to  1:00am 

$6.00  at  door  -  $5.00  with  Pride  Celebration  Ticket 

No  one  turned  away  for  inability  to  pay.  ASL  signed  for  hearing  impaired. 

Most  events  wheelchair  accessible  -  assistance  available  where  needed. 


Wolf 
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probably  a  rare  aberration,  they  have 
women  in  key  positions.” 

At  this  point  Liz  discussed  a  place  where 
she  felt  totally  comfortable,  at  the  National 
AIDS  Conference  in  San  Francisco  in  April, 
1989.  Going  to  conferences  is  really  impor¬ 
tant,  but  funding  is  hard,  and  when  Liz  is  in¬ 
vited  to  attend  a  conference,  the  inviters  in¬ 
variably  cannot  pay  her  travel  expenses  or 
board.  “It  was  so  wonderful,”  she  said. 
“There  was  an  AIDS  room;  no  one  but  in¬ 
fected  people  could  walk  in  there.  I  had 
never  been  in  anything  like  that  before. 
NAPWA  [National  Association  of  Persons 
With  AIDS]  put  me  on  their  board.  Belinda 
Mason  said,  ‘Child,  are  you  infected?’  I 
said,  ‘Yeah.’  She  said  ‘Then  you’re  on  my 
board.  We  need  women.’ 

“There  was  this  doctor  in  Santa 
Barbara,”  she  said.  “1  was  at  this  Joan  Baez 
concert  and  I  was  talking  to  her  afterwards. 
She’s  a  dyke.  I  had  just  found  out  that  I  was 
infected,  and  I  wasn’t  telling  people,  and  she 
[the  doctor]  said  [of  AIDS],  ‘Oh,  lesbians 
don’t  get  those  things.  We’re  safe.’  I  felt  like 
strangling  her. 

“When  I  was  a  law  student  in  Oregon,  we 
[Liz  and  her  partner]  met  this  woman,  and 
she  was  intelligent,  a  dyke  and  Jewish.  We 
had  this  long  conversation  with  her,  and  she 
was  saying  all  these  really  fucked  things 
about  HIV,  and  how  lesbians  don’t  get 
AIDS.  I  thought,  ‘You  don’t  know  who 
you’re  talking  to,  bitch.’  I  mean,  she  used 
rubber  gloves  for  sex,  which  didn’t  really 
seem  necessary  for  what  she  was  doing.  She 
called  up  her  friend  from  the  hotel  and  said, 
‘Do  we  have  to  use  rubber  gloves  if  we  — ?’ 
And  she’d  been  around  the  block  a  few 
times! 

“It’s  getting  a  little  better,  but  not  much. 
Some  dykes  I  came  out  to  when  I  first  was  in 
Oregon  said,  ‘Oh,  we  have  friends  with 
AIDS  and  we  want  to  be  friends.’  And  I 
never  heard  from  them  again.  I  ran  into  one 
of  them  months  and  months  later  and  said, 
‘I  never  heard  from  you.’  And  she  said,  ‘I 
just  couldn’t  handle  it.’ 

“I  miss  my  women  friends  and  the  com¬ 
munity  I  was  very  strongly  involved  in 
before  the  HIV,  but  it’s  so  different. 
Another  woman  told  me  how  women’s 
issues  weren’t  being  addressed  in  the  AIDS 
community.  I  said,  ‘Well,  that’s  probably 
because  the  community  is  mostly  gay  male, 
and  also  because  there’s  like,  more  impor¬ 
tant  things  now.  Are  we  going  to  be  well 
tomorrow?  Are  we  going  to  get  out  of  bed?’ 
I  said,  ‘That  just  takes  precedence  a  lot  of 
days  over,  “Is  she  a  feminist?”  Like,  who 
cares?’  Women  who  never  have  had  a  day  of 
bad  health  in  their  lives  don’t  understand. 
It’s  frustrating  for  me  —  as  an  oldtime 
feminist  —  that  a  lot  of  feminists  know 
nothing  about  HIV.  They’re  just  really  ig¬ 
norant,  really  dense. 

“I  had  this  really  old,  dear  friend,  who  I 
just  love  —  and  she  has  said  to  me,  ‘You 
know  Elizabeth’  —  she  calls  me  Elizabeth  — 
‘I  can’t  handle  that  you’re  getting  sick  and 
you  might  die.  I  can’t  take  it  in.’  I  tell  her, 
‘Well  it  would  be  really  nice  if  you 
could.’  ”  □ 

Testing 

Continued  from  page  8 

life.  I  say  that  openly  as  a  gay  man  who 
tested  positive  four  years  ago  when  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  early  intervention. 
That  was  a  very  frightening  and  confusing 
time  for  me.  One  doctor  told  me  that  I  had 
nothing  to  worry  about  —  that  is  until  I 
developed  full-blown  AIDS.  Many  doctors 
and  AIDS  service  organizations  saw  the 
problem  only  as  AIDS,  not  as  HIV  infec¬ 
tion.  In  my  gut,  I  knew  I  had  something  to 
worry  about  right  then  and  had  from  the 
moment  I  was  infected.  I  also  knew  my 
chances  for  survival  would  be  worse  if  and 
when  I  got  sick  enough  for  that  doctor. 

GCN:  One  of  the  major  deterrents  to  getting 
tested  for  many  people  is  the  stress  they  ex¬ 
pect  to  undergo. 

Jack:  Certainly  there  are  emotional  issues 
both  before  and  after  getting  tested.  But  if 
you’re  infected,  those  issues  are  going  to 
have  to  be  addressed  sooner  or  later,  either 
in  an  emergency  room  or  in  a  planned  way. 
You  can  do  several  things  to  reduce  the 
stress  of  the  testing  process. 

If  you  decide  to  get  tested,  it  is  important 
to  get  pre-  and  post-test  counseling  from  an 
HIV-sensitive  counselor.  It  is  also  important 
to  get  tested  at  an  anonymous  testing  site 
where  you  don’t  use  your  name  at  all. 


Jim:  When  I  went  to  get  tested  several  years 
ago,  I  went  to  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  I  wanted  to  go  some  place 
where  I,  as  a  gay  man,  could  feel  safe.  Fen¬ 
way  has  always  offered  so  much  with  respect 
to  health  care  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  I  am 
also  a  member  of  Positive  Directions,  a 
peer-led  HIV-positive  gay  men’s  group. 
Hundreds  of  gay  men  have  found  our 
organization  a  source  of  support  and 
camaraderie. 

There’s  a  lot  more  out  there  and  more 
support  networks  are  coming  into  place. 
Getting  tested  and  learning  your  antibody 
status  interacts  with  a  lot  of  other  issues  gay 
men  face:  racism,  job  discrimination,  and 
internalized  homophobia.  The  important 
thing  to  remember  is  that  you  are  not  alone. 
And  despite  all  the  concerns  and  stress  that 
go  with  testing,  and  particularly  learning 
you’re  positive,  I  firmly  believe  they  are 
outweighed  by  the  hope  that  is  now  out 
there.  Life  has  never  been  easy  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Yet  we  have  overcome  so 
many  obstacles  to  find  a  loving  and  suppor¬ 
tive  lesbian  and  gay  community.  That  has 
been  reconfirmed  by  my  experiences  since 
learning  I  was  positive. 

GCN:  Another  worry  I’ve  heard  people  ex¬ 
press  about  testing  is  that  a  positive  result 
will  mean  the  end  of  their  sex  life  and  in¬ 
timacy. 

Jim:  Yes,  it  is  sometimes  a  barrier  to  meeting 
other  gay  men  since  some  men  do  not  want 
to  date  men  who  are  positive.  That  is  their 
right  and  should  be  respected.  But  there  are 
*many  more  for  whom  antibody  status  is  not 
an  issue.  Men  of  different  statuses  are 
meeting,  dating,  and,  yes,  falling  in  love. 
Safe  sex  enables  us  to  do  so. 

GCN:  What  about  people  who  are  antibody 
positive  wondering  whether  they  still  need  to 
be  practicing  safe  sex? 

Jim:  The  answer  is  yes.  Safe  sex  is  for 
everyone.  It  is  important  for  gay  men  who 
are  not  infected  to  stay  that  way,  and  it  is 
important  for  gay  men  who  are  infected  not 
to  get  reinfected.  But  a  positive  antibody 
status  is  no  reason  to  stop  having  sex  or 
meeting  other  men. 

GCN:  And  what  about  the  other  issues  af¬ 
fecting  someone  deciding  to  be  tested.  Issues 
like  discrimination  and  access  to  health 
care? 

Jack:  There  are  legal  safeguards  against 
discrimination,  yet  even  with  such 
safeguards  discrimination  is  a  reality.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  many  of  the  people  confronting 
HIV  come  from  populations  already  suffer¬ 
ing  from  discrimination;  for  example,  gay 
men  and  people  of  color.  AIDS  has 
graphically  revealed  the  inequities  in  our 
health  care  system.  People  who  lack  in¬ 
surance  are  at  a  disadvantage  in  receiving 
adequate  health  care,  and  most  are  already 
financially  hard-pressed. 

But  this  is  true  but  for  all  diseases,  not 
just  for  AIDS.  Should  people  who  lack  in¬ 
surance  be  told  to  ignore  their  health? 
Should  an  uninsured  woman  not  be  tested 
regularly  for  breast  cancer?  No.  I’m  not  go¬ 
ing  to  say  AIDS  and  breast  cancer  are  the 
same,  but  to  single  out  AIDS  as  the  only 
disease  we  encourage  people  not  to  treat  is 
homophobic.  It’s  treating  it  as  a  stigma,  not 
a  disease. 

And  there  are  options  available  to  people. 
Each  health  center  and  city  hospital  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has  a  free 
care  program  for  uninsured  patients.  While 
not  perfect,  such  programs  provide  health 
care  to  thousands  of  people  every  year.  In 
addition,  each  state  has  an  HIV  drug  reim¬ 
bursement  program  funded  by  the  federal 
government  and  created  to  pay  for  prescrip¬ 
tions  for  people  who  are  uninsured  or  who 
only  have  partial  insurance.  The  Massachu¬ 
setts  program  pays  for  the  two  main  early- 
intervention  treatments,  AZT  and  aerosoliz¬ 
ed  pentamidine,  as  well  as  alpha  inter- 
pheron. 

Finally,  people  can  find  the  most  conven¬ 
ient  testing  center  to  use  by  calling  the  Alter¬ 
native  Test  Site  hotline.  These  resources 
allow  people  truly  concerned  with  their 
health  to  have  access  to  early  interven¬ 
tion.  Critics  downplay  starting  early  because 
there  are  obstacles.  But  those  obstacles  are 
even  greater  when  you  are  sick.  The  time  to 
start  thinking  about  them  and  working 
around  them  is  while  you  are  still  healthy. 
Those  obstacles  are  actually  a  strong  reason 
for  people  to  learn  their  HIV  status  now. 

GCN:  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like 
to  add  in  closing? 

Continued  on  page  2 1 
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Music  From  Around  The  World  To  Enrich  The  World  Around  You, 


Dorma  Summer 
ITERS 

Finally  a  CD  with  all  the  12"  extended  dance  hits 
from  her  latest  smash  release.  From  This  Time  / 
Know  It's  for  Retd  to  When  Love  Takes  You  Over. 
Donna’s  personal  touch  and  the  PWL  production 
team  place  these  tunes  a  cut  above  the  standard  hit 
mill.  A  natural  addition  for  your  dance 
addiction. 

Imported  from  Japan. 

27  Min.  #D171  $29.95 


Swing  Out  Sister 
Swing  Out  3 

We  flew  in  this  compilation  of  remixes  just  for  you ! 
Containing  extended  mixes,  with  new  string,  brass, 
lead  and  back-up  vocals  that  reinterpret  some  of 
the  best  from  the  first  and  second  recordings.  Cor- 
rinne  and  her  Swing  Out  team  scores  with  this 
jewel  from  Japan. 

Imported  from  Japan. 

56  Mins.  #MD158  $29.95 


A  [Division  of  Home  Services.  Ltd 
6  West  32nd  St  Penthouse 
New  York  NY  10001 
(212)  629-8141 
Fax  (212)  629-4684 


Whitney  Houston 
Dancin'  Special 

The  only  CD  with  a  collection  of  extended  dance 
mixes  from  the  one  and  only!  Included  are  How 
Will  I  Know ,  You  Give  Good  Love ,  Thinking  About 
You,  Someone  For  Me,  plus 
two  other  remixes.  It's  Whit¬ 
ney  at  her  wildest. 

Imported  from  Japan. 

39  Min.  #D172 
$29.95 


Order  The  Benelux 
Sound  Of  Today! 


Viktor  Lazio 
Hot  &  Soul 

Sensual  is  the  sound  ever  so 
successfully  and  seamlessly 
delivered  on  her  new  disc.  Viktor  is  at  ease  in 
various  styles  from  steamy  sambas  like,  Wish  You 
Were  Here,  to  downright  dance,  Fever,  crossing  to 
soulful  pop,  Inthe  Midnight  Sky.  With  the  addition 
of  sultry  production,  Viktor  delivers  tracks  that 
take  off  and  soar  toward  international  stardom. 
Imported  from  Germany. 

50  Min.  #MD150  $2&95 


Name 

Dept.GCNOl 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Title 

CD# 

OtY 

Amount 

12"ERS 

D171 

Swing  Out  3 

MD158 

Hot  &  Soul 

MD150 

Dancin’Special 

D172 

Amex  CVisa  L-jMC  DCK  lD  MO  Cl 

Sub-Total 

Acct# 

Exp. 

NY  Tax 

D  Please  send  me  a  free  Catalog, 

I  understand  there  is  no  obligation. 

Shipping 

Totalr 

Signature: 

1.  New  York  Residents  please  add  appropriate  sales  tax. 

2.  $3.00  covers  shipping  and  handling  for  the  entire  order. 

3.  Catalog  is  free,  simply  return  the  coupon  with  your  name 
and  address. 

4.  Please  allow  3  to  4  weeks  for  delivery. 


Benelux  Music,  importers  of  extraordinary  international  CD  sound,  is  offering  the  music  connoisseur  rare  and  renown  musical  gems 
unavailable  in  the  domestic  market.  For  a  free,  no  obligation  membership  or  to  order  any  of  the  advertised  CDs  call:  212-629S141,  Or 
write:  Benelux  Music  Imports,  Dept.  GCN01,  6  West  32nd  St.,  Penthouse,  New  York,  10001 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  Si. 
Provincetown.  MA  02657 
(508)  487  9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Bosion.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 
ACCOUNTINGrTAXES 
GORDON  E  PARRY.  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston.  So.  End: 

(617)  730-4103 

North  Shore: 

(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH.  R  Ac. 

HARMONY  HOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNC¬ 
TURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave  .  #11 
Allston.  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 
LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 
BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway. 

Cambridge 

(617)  868-3392 

T.W.F.Sal  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/Paris/Work- 

space 

BOOKKEEPINGTTAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

‘Bookkeeping  ’Payroll 
’Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  ai 
(617)  292-6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Slruggle.  South  Africa. 
Central  America. 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 
CHIROPRACTORS 
DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Bosion.  MA  021 16 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629(10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTER  SERVICES 

HOSKEN  & 

ASSOCIATES 
Software,  Hardware 
Networks.  Trouble¬ 
shooting.  Maintenance 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON  S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop 
publishing/word 
processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts 
and  flyers  shine 
(617)628-9096 
COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker.  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)247  4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONHEALTH.  INC. 
42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington.  MA 
(617)646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  Procaccini. 
LICSW 

44  Billings  Rd. 

N  Quincy.  MA  02171 
(617)786  0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC 
186 Vs  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON. 

M  A 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St.. 

Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 
MAREA  MURRAY. 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery /ACOA.  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 
ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 
SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremonl  St. 

Bosion.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  INC. 

20  Sacramenlo  Si. 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 V?  Sacramenlo  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S 
COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 
DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 


EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL. 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Ealing 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 


REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mi  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners, 
fundraisers,  cocktail 
parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 


LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Bosion 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair.  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed  Fn.  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appi 
247-0202 


BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M  Th.  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health. 

Research.  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 
FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves  :  free  anon.. 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appl. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG. 
M.D..  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Bosion 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Bosion.  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Bosion.  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish.  Japanese. 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000.  x  298. 
M-Sat..  12-7 

BETH  WALSH.  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

MEDIATION 

ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  for 

nontraditional 

relationships 

Pal  Reeve  and  Carole 

Spear 

(617)  524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoralion  of  Older 
Homes 

Inierior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio. 

Warwick.  Rl 

$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L’s 
Preferred 

Call  Pat.  (401)  461-3240 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 


REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  Si. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1115 
Trisha  Solio.  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 

Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Clr..  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community.  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  SI..  Bosion 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts..  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  slop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

POOLS  OF 
DISTINCTION.  INC. 
Inground  and  onground. 
Full  and  creative 
financing.  Free  home 
survey  —  call 
(800)  427-7665  Mass,  or 
(617)  857-3030 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Bosion.  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN'S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks, 
Bonds,  and  more 
$  120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituale.  MA  01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture. 
Chiropractic.  Massage 
&  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Bosion.  MA 
(617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport.  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 
TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  Si. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)  353-1925 
UPHOLSTERERS 
SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester.  Mass 
(508)  283*7765 
WOMEN'S 
NIGHTCLUBS 
INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 
Women 
823  Main  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200 
W  8  PM-1  AM.  Th.  4 
PM-2  AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM 
Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 


FUNCTIONS 


HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309’Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed. -Sal.  10-6 


HEALTH 


ELECTROLYSIS 

FLORISTS 


rm. 


PT 


m 


4- 


m 
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**  On  Saturday  July  28,  1990,  The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  * 

will  celebrate  its  tenth  anniversary  of  serving  our  community.  A  banquet 

*•  open  to  all  will  precede  a  dance  for  all  youth  22  and  under,  alumni  and  ;# 

their  guests  in  the  beautiful  ballroom  of  the  Westin  Hotel,  Copley  Place.  The  ;# 

dinner  starts  at  6  PM  and  will  feature  keynote  speaker  Barney  Frank. 

The  dance  will  be  held  from  9  PM  to  2  AM. 

$  ©  & 

$  ©  :© 

$8  :  $$ 

Tickets  are  available  on  a  limited  basis  and  may  be  reserved  by  returning  ;* 

**  the  completed  form  below  no  later  than  June  30.  :® 

*«  All  tickets  will  be  held  at  the  door  ** 

$  ©  :  © 

4©  :© 

$  ©  :  © 

Checks  may  be  made  payable  to: 

THE  BOSTON  YOUTH  ALLIANCE 

It  P.0.  BOX  814  Boston,  MA  02103  t 

$  &  :  $ 

*#  For  more  information  please  call  (617)  523-7363 

$  ©  r  \  /  ® 

$©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©© 


□  Please  reserve  _ 

□  Please  reserve _ 

□  I  am  unable  to  attend  either  event.  Enclosed  find  a  donation  in  the  amount 

of  $ _ . 


tickets  for  the  banquet/dance  at  $25.00  each 
tickets  for  the  dance  only,  at  $  5.00  each. 


State 


Zip 


.$  &  W  <$  ix*  «&•  W  W  '<&  '<&  <c$  «c$ 


Dwindling 

Continued  from  page  13 

vent  of  the  VCR  was  the  primary  cause  in 
the  peep-shows  and  porno  houses  closing. 
But  this  is  untrue.  These  places  existed  not 
only  for  watching  the  films  but  for  men  to 
meet  one  another  —  socially  and  sexually  — 
as  community  gathering  places. 

I  remember,  in  the  summer  of  1972,  going 
to  Sporters  almost  every  night  for  three 
months  and  realizing  for  the  first  time  that 
gay  bars  were  not  simply  for  cruising  but 
that  they  were  community  centers,  public 
meeting  places,  local  bulletin  boards,  town 
squares,  and  clothes  lines  people  could  hang 
over  to  gossip.  There  were  no  bar  rags  then 
and  no  local  gay  papers.  The  bar  was  where 
you  found  out  your  information:  everything 
from  who  was  queerbashed  in  the  street  the 
night  before  to  whether  or  not  Ken  Russell’s 
The  Music  Lovers  really  dealt  with 
Tchaikovsky’s  homosexuality.  And  in  much 
the  same  way,  the  peeps,  the  bus  stations, 
and  the  lobbies  of  porn  theaters  served  the 
same  function.  But  they  were  also  more  than 
that.  They  were  places  to  enjoy  and  to  reaf¬ 
firm  —  publicly  reaffirm  —  gay  male  sex¬ 
uality. 

With  all  of  the  gains  that  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  liberation  movement  has  made  over  the 
past  21  years  —  and  there  have  been  many 
—  there  has  also  been  a  certain  retreat.  Not 
perhaps  back  into  the  traditional  closet,  but 
into  a  cultural  mindset  that  favors  the  no¬ 
tion  of  privacy  over  openness,  of  reticence 
over  blatancy.  This  mindset  is  not  singular 
to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  but  is 
pervasive  to  the  whole  culture;  a  rebellion 
against  the  relative  freedom  of  the  ’60s  and 
’70s. 

Its  manifestations  are  myriad:  warnings 
stickers  on  rock  records;  protests  against  the 
Mapplethorpe  exhibit;  the  ever  increasing 
hysteria  against  any  sort  of  drug  culture;  the 
insistence  that  “romance”  (a  private  notion 
if  ever  there  was  one)  is  better  than  a  more 
open,  free,  sexuality;  the  fight  over  NEA 
funding  of  homoerotic  art;  the  medicaliza- 
tion  and  theraputation  of  sexuality  with  the 
labels  of  “addiction”  and  “compulsion”; 
the  fact  that  the  police  —  backed  up  by  these 
cultural  mandates  —  feel  unrestrained  in 
their  attacks  on  gay  sexuality;  the  “just  say 
no”  mentality.  Even  George  Bush’s  “thou¬ 
sand  points  of  light”  managed  to  privatize, 
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and  gut,  the  ’60s  ideal  of  wording  for  the 
common  good. 

After  Stonewall  I,  and  many,  many  other 
men  fejt  that  we  had  an  unquestioned  right 
to  our  sex  lives.  It  was  a  new-felt  freedom 
and  it  was  exhilarating.  But  that  feeling  — 
over  the  past  decade  —  has  felt  endangered 
and  threatened.  It  is  not  gone,  but  it  has  to 
be  constantly  fought  for,  constantly 
brought  back  into  focus.  On  some  profound 
level  the  issue  is  not  the  “right”  to  have 
public  sex  but  rather  the  ability  to  feel,  to 
know,  that  any  of  us  have  a  “right”  to  our 
sexuality  at  all.  □ 

Testing 

Continued  from  page  19 

Jack:  The  psychosocial  issues  facing  gay  men 
are  real.  That  is  why  we  recognize  it  is  up  to 
the  individual  to  get  tested.  However,  the 
benefits  are  also  real,  which  is  why  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee  encourages  gay  men  to 
consider  testing  and  early  intervention. 

Jim:  As  the  Gay  Male  Educator  at  AIDS 
ACTION,  I  consider  testing  and  early  in¬ 
tervention  as  important  components  to  gay 
men’s  health.  I  believe  two  important 
thoughts  for  the  coming  decade  are  safe  sex 
and  early  intervention.  Both  are  important 
means  of  reducing  our  chances  of  getting 
AIDS.  They  are  pivotal  to  keeping  our  com¬ 
munity  and  ourselves  healthy.  I  sincerely 
believe  that  what  condoms  are  to  safe  sex, 
testing  is  to  early  intervention.  These  remain 
challenging  times,  but  also  more  hopeful 
compared  to  the  decade  we  just  left. 


AIDS  Action  Line:  (617  536-4995  or 
1-800-235-2331 

Alternative  Test  Site  Program: 

(617)522-4090 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
HIV-Antibody  Testing  Line: 

(617)267-0159 

Positive  Directions:  (617)  262-3456 
HIV  Drug  Reimbursement  Plan: 
(617)  262-0889  or  1-800- 228-27 14 
AIDS  Action  Financial  Advocacy 
Program:  (617)  437-6200  ext.281 
Massachusetts  Department  ofPuhlic 
Health  Local  and  Regional  Health 
Services:  (617)727-8714 
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Encuentro 

Continued  from  back  page 

They  decided  to  hold  the  conference  in  spite 
of  the  danger  that  it  posed  for  us  all. 
However,  we  had  to  go  underground,  and 
this  meant  a  vow  of  secrecy  and  solidarity.  I 
was  touched  by  the  determination  of  the 
women  and  particularly  by  one  of  the 
organizers  whose  mother  had  died  only  four 
days  before.  She  was  a  very  strong  woman 
who  —  with  much  sadness  —  informed  us 
that  her  dear  mother  had  made  the  “En¬ 
cuentro”  possible  because  in  an  attempt  to 
find  out  about  the  conference,  members  of 
the  press  had  been  spying  on  her  and  even 
attended  the  funeral.  On  the  day  the  encuen¬ 
tro  began  the  press  published  an  article 
stating  that,  because  of  the  death  of  this 
woman’s  mother,  the  “Encuentro”  had 
been  cancelled.  This  took  some  of  the  heat 
off  the  actual  conference. 

That  evening  we  were  taken  on  a 
30-minute  drive  to  a  small  town  in  the 
mountains.  As  we  drove  through  the  town,  I 
had  memories  of  the  small  Puerto  Rican 
mountain  town  in  which  I  grew  up  and 
remembered  too  well  that  nothing  ever  went 
unnoticed  there.  This  disturbed  me  because 
I  wondered  how  the  traditional  and  conser¬ 
vative  mountain  town  people  of  Costa  Rica, 
who  were  celebrating  Holy  Week,  would  res¬ 
pond  to  our  being  there. 

We  were  dropped  off  in  front  of  a  tall  iron 
door.  Inside  there  was  a  large  house,  a 
beautiful  yard  full  of  small  palm  trees  and 
different  types  of  fruit  trees.  What  struck 
me  the  most,  however,  was  the  nine-foot  ce¬ 
ment  fence  that  separated  us  from  the  rest  of 
the  world.  There  were  approximately  65 
women  at  the  encuentro.  Women  came  from 
all  parts  of  Latin  America  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean  including  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador, 
Mexico,  Argentina  and  other  countries. 
There  were  also  large  groups  of  women 
from  Puerto  Rico,  Spain,  Germany,  and 
Latinas  from  the  United  States. 

During  our  opening  meeting  we  discussed 
the  problems  that  we  were  facing.  Many, 
particularly  those  from  Costa  Rica,  shared 
their  fears  of  the  immediate  consequence  of 
being  discovered  at  the  “Encuentro”  and 
fears  of  long-term  repression.  Most  women 
in  Latin  America,  even  after  they  reach 
adult  life,  remain  at  home,  living  with  their 
parents.  This,  in  part,  is  a  result  of  a  lack  of 
financial  resources,  but  also  of  cultural 
traditions.  In  some  regions  a  woman  can  on¬ 
ly  leave  her  home  after  she  has  married. 

The  bottom  line  was  that  we  had  to  be  in¬ 
conspicuous  and  this  mean  that  we  could 
leave  the  premises  for  no  reasons.  The 
organizers  also  developed  a  24-hour  security 
system  for  which  they  rotated  in  shifts. 

Considering  what  these  women  were  ex¬ 
periencing,  I  could  not  help  but  wonder  how 
they  were  able  to  cope  and  maintain  a 
positive  sense  of  self.  The  closest  that  I  can 
recall  experiencing  such  levels  of  fear  was 
during  my  involvement  in  civil  rights 
organizing  in  Puerto  Rico.  Even  then, 
however,  I  did  not  feel  such  a  horrible  sense 
of  powerlessness.  Although  I  feared  being 
deported,  I  was  more  afraid  that  the  town 
people  would  find  out  that  we  were  among 
them  and  come  in  our  compound  to  hurt  us. 
After  all,  the  message  of  the  newspapers  was 
an  invitation  to  do  so.  Most  of  all  I  feared 
the  men  and  what  they  could  do  to  us. 

The  first  two  days  of  the  conference  went 
on  without  many  obstacles.  Until  then  we 
faced  two  problems:  being  confined  to  the 
space  we  were  in,  and  feeling  terrified  at 
night  when  we  would  hear  men  making 
strange  sounds  from  the  other  side  of  the 
wall.  For  the  most  part  we  were  in  good 
spirits  participating  in  workshops  and 
discussing  plans  for  the  further  development 
of  a  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  net¬ 
working  system. 

On  Saturday,  the  third  day,  the  situation 
changed.  It  was  evident  that  by  then  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  town  knew  who  we  were  and  the 
harassment  began.  That  evening  around 
8:00  P.M.  a  group  of  men  surrounded  the 
area.  They  circled  the  block  in  a  truck, 
shouting  obscenities,  calling  the  women 
names  and  threatening  to  come  in  and  hurt 
them.  By  3:00  A.M.,  the  men  had  stopped. 
We  later  heard  that  the  police  had  made 
them  leave.  Nevertheless,  the  women  were 
in  total  agony.  For  seven  hours  they  waited 
in  fear,  expecting  the  worst.  Many  took  bot¬ 
tles  and  sticks  in  case  the  men  came  in.  At 
4:00  A.M.,  the  organizers  proceeded  to  take 
the  women  back  to  San  Jose.  By  then, 
however,  everyone  was  paralyzed  by  fear. 
Furthermore,  (he  lack  of  transportation 
resulted  in  chaos. 

In  spite  of  the  horrors  experienced,  the 


emotional  violence  and  the  lesbian-baiting, 
the  “Encuentro”  ended  with  a  celebration 
at  a  women’s  bar  in  San  Jose.  This  is  one  of 
the  few  gay  bars  left  in  Costa  Rica.  As  a 
result  of  hysteria  over  AIDS,  homophobia 
in  Costa  Rica  intensified.  This  led  to  the 
closing  of  all  of  the  men’s  bars  and  also 
made  women’s  bars  vulnerable.  Further¬ 
more,  the  owner  of  this  particular  bar  had  to 
develop  a  system  through  which  people  in¬ 
side  could  be  informed  of  any  suspicious 
person  entering,  such  as  members  of  the 
secret  police. 

By  Tuesday,  April  17,  some  of  the  women 
of  the  “Encuentro”  decided  to  make  a 
statement  denouncing  the  repression  they 
experienced.  Because  of  the  vulnerability 
that  coming  out  in  public  poses  for  the 
Costa  Rican  women,  a  group  of  women 
from  other  countries  called  a  press  con¬ 
ference.  They  informed  the  public  about  the 
“Encuentro”  and  denounced  those  in¬ 
dividuals  and  institutions  (including  the 
Archbishop  and  government  officals)  and 
the  values,  attitudes  and  policies  that  had 
created  a  situation  of  fear  and  violence  for 
the  women  of  the  “Encuentro.”  They  also 
denounced  Costa  Rica’s  lack  of  civil  rights 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Interestingly  enough,  the  press  and  TV 
news  broadcasts  responded  well  and 
presented  content  that  was  different  from 
their  initial  portrayal  of  lesbianism.  This 
motivated  other  groups  to  take  action  and 
mobilize  as  well.  A  letter,  signed  by  more 
than  150  influential  people,  criticized  the 
treatement  the  women  had  received.  A  for¬ 
mal  complaint  was  filed  with  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Human  Rights  Commision.  These  may 
seem  like  small  actions  but  they  are  actually 
important  mechanisms  for  openly  confront¬ 
ing  the 'persecution  of  gays  and  lesbian  in 
Costa  Rica,  the  country  that  is  celebrating 
100  years  of  freedom  and  democracy. 

Back  home,  thinking  about  all  of  these 
events,  1  realized  that  today,  more  than  ever 
before,  it  is  essential  for  us  to  continue  to 
work  together  to  organize  our  forces  and 
resources  to  reclaim  a  right  to  be  who  we 
are.  I  also  believe  that  we  need  to  gain  an  in¬ 
terest  in  learning  more  about  the  social 
realities  and  conditions  of  our  gay  brothers 
and  lesbian  sisters  from  other  countries, 
especially  those  of  the  Americas.  In  many 
Latino  nations,  violence  has  become,  for 
some,  an  everyday  affair  and  many  live 
without  hope  or  possiblity  of  easing  their 
pain.  We  must  join  forces,  and  using  our 
personal  and  institutional  expertise,  learn 
how  to  conscientiously  use  ourselves  in 
fighting  these  and  other  injustices. 

It  is  only  in  this  spirit  that  we  as  gay  and 
lesbian  Latinos  and  Latinas  will  some  day 
discover  a  safe  space  for  sharing  with  each 
other  who  we  are  and  acknowledge  that  we 
are  not  alone  en  la  lucha.  □ 


Latin  American  lesbians  have 
increasingly  come  under  attack,  not 
only  by  heterosexual  men  and  women 
but  also-as  in  the  case  of  Argentina- 
by  some  "factions  of  the  so-called 
progressive  feminist  movement." 

For  example,  in  1989,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Argentina's 
feminist  movement,  a  group  of  lesbians 
(Cuaderno  de  Cottciencia  l.esbiana) 
participated  in  the  International 
Women's  Day  March  held  in  La  Plaza 
de  Mayo.  A  group  of  heterosexual 
feminist  women  proceeded  to 
physically  attack  the  lesbians  and 
forced  them  to  leave. 

Also,  in  1988  a  group  of  lesbians  was 
arrested  in  Guadalajara,  Mexico,  after 
the  police  raided  a  lesbian  bar.  Instead 
of  taking  them  to  jail  they  took  them  to 
an  isolated  area  where  they  gang  raped 
them. 

In  1986,  a  woman's  bar  in  Peru  was 
raided  by  the  police.  The  women  were 
kept  inside  the  bar  until  the  press 
came,  forcing  them  to  be  filmed. 

Many  of  the  women  were  beaten, 
arrested  and  eventually  set  free  at  1:00 
A.M.,  a  time  during  which  a  military 
curfew  is  in  force  and  thus,  it  is  very 
dangerous  to  be  out  in  the  streets.  The 
70  women  arrested  had  to  contend 
with  getting  home  safe  in  spite  of  the 
military  police  harassing  and  detaining 
anyone  found  in  the  streets.  They  also 
appeared  on  the  TV  news  for  two 
consecutive  weeks. 

These  and  many  other  examples 
illustrate  pat  of  the  repression  and  the 
v  iolence  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
face  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Carribean.  Organizing  as  a  social 
movement  is  thus  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  impossible. 

•M.R. 
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“SMUT.  AMBITIOUS, 
SATIRICAL” 

— David  Arisen,  NEWSWEEK 

“INTELLIGENT  AND 


MHlillfc 


— Caryn  James,  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

“BRILLIANT,  A  10. 

YOU’LL  REMEMBER  IT  FOR  YEARS  TO  COME!’ 

— Gary  Franklin,  KABC-TV 


A  FILM  BY  DENYS  ARCAND 


Mid;,  fl 


l¥)|cXXgVSTEW60l 


storp  An  oxon  Release 

CLASSICS 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS  TODAY,  FRIDAY,  JUNE  8TH! 


C00LIDGE 

CORNER 

HAPVAPOST  BROOKLINE 

734-2500 


WINNER  1989  x  1990  ACADEMY  AWARD 

CANNES  FILM  FESTIVAL  NOMINEE 

SPECIAL  JURY  PRIZE  7  -  BEST  FOREIGN  FILM  - 


Fight  Cardinal  Law's  interference 
in  public  policy  involving: 


•  AIDS  EDUCATION 

•  REPRODUCTIVE  RIGHTS 

•  LESBIAN/GAY  RIGHTS 


DEMONSTRATE  ! 

SATURDAY  •  JUNE  16,  1990 
10  AM  -  I  PM  •  HOLY  CROSS  CATHEDRAL 
75  Union  Park  (at  Washington)  Boston 
Info:  (6 1 7)  49-ACTUP 


AtTUP 


BOSTON 


Coalition 

ior  Lesbian  and 


Gay 


Civil  Rights 


ENDORSED  BY:  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island,  Alliance  of 
Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  (AMALGAM),  All 
People’s  Congress,  American  Association  of  University 
Women  -  Mass.Division,  Bisexual  Committee  Engaging 
in  Politics  (BiCEP),  Boston  University  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance,  Boston  University  Women's  Center,  Boston 
Women’s  Health  Book  Collective,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation/Boston,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Labor  Activist  Network,  Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay 
Political  Alliance,  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  GAys,  Northeastern  University  Human  Service 
Student  Organization,  Sexual  Minority  AIDS  Task 
Force,  Students  and  Youth  against  Racism,  Worcester 
County  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance. 
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t  Your  Next  Mate 


Your  Call 
Brings  You 
All  This  Action! 

k  *  !  * 'jf,  “*y 

P  «*■»■  -  Ho/  one  -on-one  Action 

0  TALKE  LIVE  -with  up  to  8  hot  men 

O  REMATCH  -For  the  men  of  your  choice 

9  Accord  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

0  HEW  I  EVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
have  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

*•*» 

3  HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATE 

For  that  meaningful  Relationship 


Voice  Mail  Box  1-900-820-8017 

0.75  cts.  per  min.  1.50  first  min. 


Live  Action  1  -900-999-MANN 


Call  Free  [21 31  61 7-0753 


6  2  6  6 

0.95  per  min. 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


GAY 

SELECTIONS' 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  alder.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


RECORD  YOUR  OWN  AD  AND  OPEN  UP  A  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  INSTANTLY! 
LISTEN  TO  LOCAL  ADS  IN  YOUR  AREA  •  MEET  MEN  IN  YOUR  AREA  NOW! 
RECEIVE  MESSACES  IN  YOUR  OWN  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  TONICHT! 

MEN  FOR  MEN 

soTm^  ^  (900)  234-3500  a°nlys 


PRIVATE 

DISCREET 

MEET 
LOCAL 
MEN 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
0  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

HELP  KEEP  GAY  COUPLE  TOGETHER 
Canadian  Gay  male,  21,  seeks  Lesbian  wife  so  he  and 
American  boyfriend  can  be  together.  Serious  only 
please.  Ronn,  P.O.  Box  441,  Hadley,  MA  01035-0441 
_ (47) 

GWM  50's  refined,  discreet  seeks  TV  TS  Pre-op  for  safe 
sex.  Box  5142,  Billerica  MA  01822. _ (46) 

FREAKY-DEAKY  SQUEAKY-CLEAN! 

Upwardly  mobile  GBM  seeks  loving,  well  endowed  part¬ 
ner  for  intense  sophisticated  sex.  GBM’s  should  call 
Kyle  at  617-427-9401 .  Body  builders  welcomed,  spandex 
buddies  encouraged.  Peace. _ (46) 

Warren,  you  ignorant  schmuck.  Are  you  stupid  or  mere¬ 
ly  carrying  passive-aggressive  behavior  to  its  ultimate 
end?  Signed,  A  small-but-growing  affinity  group  of 
Boston-area  queers. _ (46) 

Hello  from  me  in  Ghana.  I  am  24,  a  student  of  interna¬ 
tional  relations,  and  would  like  to  strike  up  a  friendship 
with  readers  of  your  unique  (GCN)  newspaper.  Dan 
Ebow  Akyeampong,  Institute  of  Int’l  Relations,  Box 
77)1  Accra,  North  GHANA. _ (48) 

CALLING  CHICAGO! 

I’m  a  longtime  GCN  volunteer  and  coming  to  Chicago 
around  July  4.  I’m  low  income,  naturally,  and  would 
appreciate  any  info  on  cheap  places  to  stay.  Write  Bill 
Sweet,  86  Bracewell,  N.  Adams,  MA  01247.  Thanks! 

_ (48) 

Like  older  men?  Midwest  Dad  desires  18  year  old 

monogamous  son  who  is  bright  and  wants  help  to  attend 
university.  No  drugs,  fats,  ferns,  smokers.  Must  be 
masculine,  very  discreet,  health  conscious  and  not  pro¬ 
miscuous;  willing  to  relocate;  photo  with  reply.  P.O. 
Box  69,  Muncie,  IN  47308. _ (48) 

BLACK  LACE  LINGERIE 

Lace,  leather,  novelty  gifts,  toys  and  more.  Where  your 
every  dream  becomes  reality.  (617)  286-9070.  318  Squire 
Road,  Revere,  02151.  Across  from  NorthGate,  2nd 
floor, _ (49) 

WANTED! 

Looking  for  a  daring  volunteer  to  spend  1-2  hours  a 
month  coordinating  GCNs  microfilm  orders  and  sales. 
Learn  about  the  exciting  world  of  microfilm  and  more! 
Position  opens  in  June  —  call  Margaret  for  more  info: 
426-4469. _ (49) 


Announcements 


LESBIANfGAY  STUDENTS  AND  TEACHERS 

Contributions  sought  for  an  anthology  by  and  about  lesbian 
and  gay  students  and  teachers.  Deadline:  September  30,  1990. 
Contact  Editors  at  937  Seaside  Street,  Santa  Cruz,  California 
95060  for  more  information. _ (48) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  IT  Y  9-5). _ (18.1) 


GCN's  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  rirculations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  4264469. _ 

NEW  ENGLAND  POETS 

Alice  James  Books,  a  shared  work  cooperative  with  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  publishing  poetry  by  women,  seeks  manuscripts  of 
50-62  pages.  Manuscripts  should  be  typed  and  paginated,  with 
table  of  contents.  Deadline:  September  10.  Send  two  copies, 
SASE  and  S10  reading  fee  to  33  Richdale  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140.  Phone:  (617)  354-1408 _ (46) 


Services 


Complete  Nutritional  Program!  Feel  healthier,  more 
energetic!  Lose/gain/maintain  weight,  according  to 
your  needs.  Dr.  recommended  program.  100  percent 
guaranteed.  CALL  NOW!  (617)  268-8237, _ (46) 

ARCHITECTURAL  MODELS 

Any  architects/developers/whoever  interested  in  having 
models  of  your  projects  built,  call  Bill  Sweet  (413) 
663-7867.  I  come  to  Boston  every  Friday  (to  volunteer  at 
GCN). _ (46) 

MOVING  TO  ORLANDO?? 

Unique  Homes  &  Investments,  Inc.,  Paul  R.  Ricci, 
Realtor,  Relocation  Specialist  —  One  Smart  Move! 
‘‘Here  to  Serve  Our  Community”  805  E.  Washington 
St„  Orlando,  FL  32801.  (407)  774-5961  or  (407) 
425-9982. _ (2) 

. . in 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

■  fundraisers/benefits,  cocktail  parties, 

;  formal  dinners,  business  functions, 
joining/union  ceremonies 

Coordinating  the  perfect  occasion 
from  start  to  finish. 

=  (508)  689-0127 

. . . 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 

“Bookkeeping  By  Design’’ 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  op  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


r 
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Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


Need  more  room!  just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads). 


Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35c  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x _ number  of  runs)  $ 

□  Bold($1.50x _ number  of  runs)  $ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ 

□  2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ 


□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ 

US:  $33.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches x $15  $ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Name  _ 

Address _ 

City  _ 

State _  Zip _ 

Phone  ( _ ) _ 


Total  $ 


J 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medicol  Care  »Sports  Medicine 
•Diognosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Privote  Medicol  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helppine 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
™  HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Progressive,  Dynamic  Environment 
•  Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
•  Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 


MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
COUNSELING  DIRECTOR 

Seeking  human  service  administrator 
with  a  minimum  of  five  years  of 
budget,  personnel  and  program 
management  experience  to  oversee 
Substance  Abuse  Detoxification  and 
Counseling,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim 
Recovery  Program,  Individual  and 
Group  Mental  Health  Services,  and 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Helpline.  Position 
requires  a  Masters  Degree  in  Social 
Work,  Psychology  or  Counseling. 


DIRECTOR  OF 
COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

Full  time  position  for  experienced  ad¬ 
ministrator  to  manage  program  staff 
and  budgets  in  busy  health  care  set¬ 
ting.  Experience  with  HIV  testing  and 
counseling  required;  background  in 
education  or  public  health  preferred. 

CASE  MANAGER-ACUPUNCTURE 
DETOX  PROGRAM 

Full  time  position  for  CAC  or 
Masters  Degree  in  Counseling,  with 
minimum  of  2  years  experience  work¬ 
ing  with  substance  abusers,  to  pro¬ 
vide  intake,  evaluation,  counseling, 
case  management,  and  referral  to 
clients  of  our  3  month  outpatient 
detox  program.  Experience  in  in¬ 
dividual  and  group  work  required. 
Some  evening  hours. 

SOCIAL  WORKER 

Full  time  position  for  person  with 
Masters  Degree  in  Social  Work 
(MSW)  to  do  general  mental  health 
therapy  with  a  wide  range  of  gay  and 
lesbian  clients.  Experience  with  the 
gay  male  community  required. 
Understanding  of  substance  abuse 
treatment  required. 

CASE  MANAGER/PATIENT 
FINANCE  COORDINATOR 

Full  time  position  for  energetic,  com¬ 
passionate,  people  oriented  in¬ 
dividual.  Providing  resource  refer¬ 
rals,  benefits  advocacy  and  assisting 
patients  to  identify  and  secure 
resources  for  financing  their  medical 
care.  Must  have  counseling  and  con¬ 
crete  service  skills. 


HEALTH  EDUCATOR/COUNSELOR 

Full  time  position  for  person  with 
M.A.,  M.Ed.,  M.P.H.  or  B.S.  with  3 
years  of  counseling  experience.  Do¬ 
ing  pre/post  HIV  antibody  test 
counseling,  public  education,  health¬ 
care  professional  trainings  about 
AIDS.  Experience  in  HIV  education, 
counseling  or  health  related  educa¬ 
tion  required.  Bilingual  in  Spanish  or 
Portugese. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
HELPLINE  COORDINATOR 

Part  time  positon  (20  hours)  to  coor¬ 
dinate  Helpline;  includes  recruit¬ 
ment,  training  and  supervision  of 
volunteers.  BA  in  Psychology,  Social 
Work  or  related  human  service  field 
and  experience  with  hotline  pre¬ 
ferred. 

Send  resumes  to  Personnel,  FCHC, 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115. 
No  phone  calls  please.  FCHC  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


The  law  Offices  of 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
BARBARA  MACY 
THERESE  A.  YOUNG 

Boston  (617)  266-0760 


ROLFING® 


i 


A  systematic  method  of  freeing,  balanc¬ 
ing  and  lengthening  the  body  through 
hands  on  manipulation  of  the  connec¬ 
tive  tissue,  &  through  movement  educa¬ 
tion.  Greater  flexibility,  ease,  grace,  and 
a  feeling  of  lightness  often  result  as  the 
body  is  brought  to  a  greater  level  of 
structural  organization  and  function.  For 
information  or  consultation: 


Lisa  Tackley,  Certified  Rolfer 
Whole  Health  Group 
45  Newbury  St.  Ste.  333 
Boston  •  266-8584 
Initial  session  25%  Discount 
with  this  Ad! 


Help  Wanted 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

For  job  openings  at  Gay  Community  News,  see 
pages  4  or  5, _ (46) 

Entrepreneurs!  Start  your  own  business  for  as  little  as 
$55.00!  Work  at  home.  Earn  500-1000  P/T,  2000-5000 
F/T  per  month  comm/bonus.  CALL:  (617)  268-8237. 
_ (46) 

Shelter  for  battered  women  and  their  children  is  seeking 
a  VOLUNTEER  COORDINATOR/FUNDRAISER 
with  organizing  and  writing  skills,  interest  in  women’s 
issues,  and  familiarity  with  volunteer  recruitment,  train¬ 
ing  and  management.  $22K,  32  hr/wk,  excellent 
benefits.  Lesbians,  women  of  color,  and  former  bat¬ 
tered  women  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resumes  by 
June  30  to  Transition  House  Hiring  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  530,  Cambridge,  MA  02238.  Position  starts 
September  1990. _ (46) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendant  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have 
a  driver’s  license  and  be  responsible,  mature,  and 
energetic.  Live-in  gets  free  rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays 
5-10pm  gets  $190/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call 
731-6228. _ (18.1) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 


GCN  Specials 


BONE  UP 

on  GCN  news  stories  covered  by  veteran  correspondent 
John  Zeh.  Audio  cassettes  of  important  news  and 
cultural  events  raise  consciousness  while  communlin, 
doing  chores,  or  relaxing.  Hear  Barney  Frank,  Simon 
Nkoli,  Louis  Sheldon,  Wiliam  Danncmeyer  el  al.  For 
catalog,  send  $2  (applied  to  order)  to  John  Zeh,  1455 
Chapin  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009-4510.  (44) 

INDEXING  HELP  NEEDED  AT  GCN 

I f  you  would  like  lo  help  do  a  simple  titleindex  of  ihe  last 
2  years  of  GCN,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  Thanks? 
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Roommates 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  alls 
will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


Feminist  political  activist  sks.  GM  for  sunny  Camb.  apt. 
Parking,  back  porch,  near  T  S255-plus.  876-4818.  (47) 

LF  24  looking  for  two  fun  loving,  friendly  LF 

housemates  one  for  July  1st  (or  earlier)  one  for  Aug.  1st. 
Beautiful  JP  apt  with  dishwasher!  350  and  375  plus 

utilities.  522-6454. _ (47) 

INDOOR  POOL! 

We  don’t  have.  But  these  3LF’s  (seeking  a  4th)  do  have  a 
beautiful,  spacious  2  floor  apartment  in  exciting  Dor¬ 
chester!  Hardwood  floors,  W/D,  porch,  parking,  near 
T.  What  more  could  you  ask  for?  $200-plus.  265-8818. 
_ (48) 

HULL 

L  sks  L  to  shr  furnished  hse  near  beach  in  Hull.  Has 
wshr  dryr  etc.  Take  a  look.  500-plus  utl.  (617)  925-2422. 
_ (48) 

CAMBRIDGE 

LF  and  cat  sk  LF  for  2BR  $325-plus  utils.  Independent- 
political  responsible.  Porter  T  no  drugs.  Call  661-9165. 
_ (48) 

House-mate  needed  for  my  Sunny  Brookline  apt. 
$425.00  and  'A  utilities.  7  min.  walk  to  Green  Line  T.  3 
bed-room.  Back  porch.  Hard  wood  floors.  Spacious 
house  for  2.  Smokers  welcome.  Available  7/1/90  or 
A.S.A.P,  Women  preferred.  739-6186.  _  (47) 

LF  33  seeks  friendly,  responsible  adult  to  share  beaut, 
sunny  2  BR,  Winter  Hill,  Som.  No  drugs/smoking/min. 
ale.  Short  or  long  term  welcome.  $400-plus.  Please  Iv. 
insg.  666-9757. _ (47) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  sunny  spacious  JP  apt.  Deck, 
fireplace;  close  to  Orange  Line.  387.00  mo.,  utilities  in¬ 
cluded.  Available  July  522-0663. _ (46) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3Fs  (2Ls)  26-33  yrs,  feminist,  friendly,  progressive  seek 
4th  F  for  semi-coop,  semi-veg,  stable  household.  Large 
sunny  house,  near  T,  pond  and  arboretum.  No  pets,  no 
smoking.  $270/mo  plus.  '/*.  util.  Avail.  July  I.  Call 
522-7466. _ (46) 

2  LFs  and  gay  dawg  sk  3rd  LF  for  3  fir  Cambridgeport 

hse.  Yard,  driveway,  nr  T.  $270  for  bdrm  and  study 
66 1 -677 1, _ (46) 

LOFT  SPACE 

3  GF  and  cat  seek  4th  for  artist's  household.  Your  room 

900  sq.  ft.,  18  ft.  ceilings,  hardwood  floors,  wood- 
burning  stove.  $357/mo  plus  key  fee.  Share  kitchen  and 
bath.  No  drugs,  heavy  drinking.  542-0024. _ (46) 

GREAT  COOP  HOUSE  SEEKS  3  F/M 
any  age,  race,  affeclional  preference.  Move  in  date  flexi¬ 
ble  but  prefer  by  8/1.  8  bedroom  beautiful  spacious 
house  and  garden.  Now  4F/4M  ages  31-57.  Share 
chores,  vegetarian  meals,  house  meetings.  Nonsmoking. 
For  10  years  we’ve  lived  safely  and  harmouniously  in 
Uphanis  Corner,  Dorchester.  Near  T.  $250  plus  $50 
utils.  265-7479, _ (46) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  dale.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466, _ 

2LF’s  and  1  BiF  seek  another  for  sunny,  spacious  Porter 
Sq.  home.  No  smokers,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  We  have 
1  cat.  $350-plus.  491-4005. _ (46) 


Apartments 


l-arge  I  BR  in  owner-occupied  2  family  in  JP.  Nr  T.  $600  plus 
utilities,  available  June  15.  524-7009. _ (46) 

FOR  RENT  OR  SALE 

Waterfront  house  N.  Reading.  2  XA  bed,  very  private, 
beautiful  sunset,  exc.  fishing,  dock,  near  all  major  highways, 
15  minutes  to  Boston  S900/month.  (617)535-2592. _ (46) 

DORCH  ESTER!  ASHMONT 

Large  2BR  in  owner-occupied  3-family  in  quiet  safe  area.  Nr 
T.  $750 inc.  heat,  util.  436-7036 eves.  (46) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester  beautiful  new  1  bdmi  apt,  oak  firs, 
wood,  lesbian  owned  hse,  offst  pkg,  trees,  2  bays,  avail  June 
I,  $655  plus  utilities,  436-2583. _ (46) 


Housing  Wanted 


APARTMENT-HUNTING  IS  A  BLAST! 

WHI-not  exactly!  I'm  a  23-y.o.  L.F.  and  I'm  looking  for  an 
easy-going,  independent  and  ^  fun  apartment  somewhere  in 
Cambridge.  1  work  at  GCA',  so  the  rent  has  to  be  kind  of 
cheap.  1  can  move  8/ 1  —  Call  Margaret  at  426-4469,  M-F  for 
more  info. _ (49) 

BOSTON  BOUND! 

GM  (earh  20's  —  resolvable)  transferring  to  Boston  (Copley 
Place)  end  of  June,  seeks  apartment  w  'wo  roommate,  prefer 
to  live  near  work,  but  am  willing  to  look  in  surrounding 
’Burhs.  WUl  be  in  area  6/15-6/18.  Move  6/29.  Please  write 
OCN  Box  393  or  call  703-118  3244 _ (47) 

GWM  4ft,  wants  hegutrang  August  rent  (or  share  with  one 
mature  13ftplus].  quiet,  sober,  manners,  GWM  —  no  drugs) 
safe,  reasonable  Suburhs  OK  if  pubbe  transport  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  Kenny,  POB  551,  Greenville,  SC  29602.  (803) 

233-5663. _  (48) 


Vacations 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  coxy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown  har¬ 
bor.  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most  rooms 
private  bath.  7  Wimhrop  Street,  Provincetown.  MA 
02657.(508)487-0094  (54) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper/ _ (18.24) 


Summer  Rentals 


PROVINCETOWN  -  BEACH  POINT 

Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchenette,  parking, 
private  patio,  heated  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access.  $350 
week  June,  $450  week  July  and  August.  Call: 
508-369-2872 _ (47) 


Publications 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THF  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Mannallan  bar 

notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4  50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticut.  Oelaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachuselts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  lor  further  mlormation.  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business -size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA 02)74. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1-800-42-BAGLY  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ (7) 

MARCH  WITH  THE  BAND  THIS  JUNE! 

L&G  Freedom  Trail  Band  seeks  flag  carriers,  baton 
twirlers,  band-aides,  etc.  for  Boston  and  other  Pride 
Marches.  No  experience  necessary.  Call  Kathy, 
424-7025. _ (46) 

MUSICIANS! 

Do  you  play  a  musical  instrument?  Musicians  needed 
(esp.  trumpet  players)  for  L&G  marching  band.  No 
auditions.  Poeple  of  color  encouraged.  Call  Kathy, 
424-7025. _ (46) 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoistingspecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184. 

MPDU  #23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO„  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 

Very  careful  moveers  641-1234, _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772, _ (L6) 

ALL  AMERICAN  i,  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343, 242-0772. _ _  . 


Prisoners 


Mice  Van  Jaguar  Mr.  Greyne  official  Gay  Rock  Pleasure 
Trip!!  No  pain  allowed.  One  sheet  brochure  $3.50  Mell 
V.  Green  P.O.  Box  422  Boston,  MA  02199 _ (46) 

1 990-9 1  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE 
AND  RADICAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Over  350  periodicals  listed;  $3.00.  Write:  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept.  D,  Baltimore,  MD 
21218. _ (5) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  P1SD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M A  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  sec  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
Tl MES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28  year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(ex) _ 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18  Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Weltestev  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wdlseley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Block  /Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  SI 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  SI0  to 
BLACK  OUT.  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


Seeking 

Friends 

"iTyouwant  peace, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


I  am  a  41  yr  old  Black  incarcerated  lesbian. 
Warm,  sensitive,  intelligent  and  caring.  I  wish 
to  correspond  with  other  lesbians  of  all  ages. 
Elgetha  THOMAS,  20118  New  Cottage,  1479 
Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 

I’m  looking  for  a  Real  Gay  Female  that  is 
honest  and  understanding.  I  love  music  and 
romance.  In  need  of  a  (rue  friend.  Sarah 
BLAKLEY,  152989  (C-8),  PO  Box  3700,  Chat¬ 
tahoochee,  FL  32324 


Hey,  prisoner  readers  and  outsiders! 

Some  prisoners  have  been  writing  our' 
advertisers  and  readers  (who  place 
classified  business  ads)  and  asking  for[| 
money  (loans,  etc.).  This  is  a  NO,  NOIL 
Serious!  GCN  can’t  afford  to  have  adver-n 
tisers  being  annoyed  like  this.  We  will  stop' 
subscriptions  lo  people  who  do  this. 


The  ‘Prisoners  Seeking  Friends'  space  will  be  a 
much  safer  space  to  play  in  if  both  insiders  and 
outsiders  will  let  me  know  when  someone  is 
jerking  them  around  (including  Christian-guilt- 
trippers,  serious  money  seekers  (please  don’t  be 
upset  at  a  $5-10  request  from  a  prisoner  who 
very  possibly  has  NO  access  to  money  and 
BASICS  are  not  always  furnished  by  the  state). 


GM,  18,  looking  for  someone  to  correspond 
with,  (o  share  views  and  ideas.  Interested  in 
NAMBLA.  If  you  read  this,  please  respond,  age 
makes  no  difference.  Christian  JOHNSON, 
E-33187,  PO  Box  W,  Represa  CA  95671, 


GLEN  DOVF.:  I  love  you  stud  and  miss  you 
loads.  Let  this  serve  as  my  commitment  to  you 
for  life.  Hold  your  head  high.  Our  dreams  will 
come  true.  Daniel  Roper  Green 


PENPALS  PENPALS  PENPALS 

Dignity,  a  gay/lesbian  Catholic  group,  has  a  prison 
ministry  which  supports  correspondence  between  [ 
people  in  prison  and  people  outside.  Any  j 
prisoner,  man  or  woman,  gay  or  straight, 
Catholic  or  not,  is  welcome  to  join.  Just  write: 
Dignity  Prison  Ministry,  Suite  II,  1500  Mass.  Ave 
NW,  Washington  DC  20005. 


GM  32  alone  in  a  universe  filled  with  phantom 
conversations  full  of  philosophy,  poetry, 
physics,  etc.  Please  write.  Erwin  HAWK, 
D-92036,  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 


COMING  OUT  ! 

Gay  male,  seeking  an  honest  relationship.  I 
need  a  place  (o  live  at  when  I  get  out.  I  am  not 
•  looking  for  handouts.  I  work.  Please  write. 
Luis  M.  RODRIGUEZ,  D-06192  (W2094L), 
Box  600.  Chino  CA  91708. 


If  you  are  a  prisoner  interested  in  spiritual  life  and 
alienated  by  church  religion.  Prison  Library  Project, 
976  W.  Foothill  Blvd,  No.128,  Claremont  CA  9171 1,  is 
an  excellent  source  of  spiritual  books  (also  of  Spanish- 
English  and  other  dictionaries). _ 


■ceccceccccccci 

COLLEGE  LEVEL  EXAM  PROGRAM! 
Offers  exams  in  a  range  of  subjects  that'] 
you  may  have  learned  without  the  usual 
formal  educational  means.  If  you  pass  the  I 
exam  you  can  get  college  credit.  Write  this)| 
address  for  a  catalog  of  test  subjects  and! 
for  other  info:  CLEP,  Program  Office,  45 1 
Qolumbus  Ave,  New  York,  NY  10023. 


Prison  Conflicts:  NONVIOLENT?! 

A  prisoner  has  told  us  that  there  is  a  great  I 
program  started  by  prisoners  in  New  York 
State  and  by  the  Quakers  which  shows 
prisoners  how  to  solve  conflicts  and  fights 
in  a  nonviolent  way.  For  more  information 
about  getting  such  a  program  into  your 
prison  write:  Alternatives  to  Violence  Pro¬ 
gram,  15  Rutherford  Place,  New  York  NY 
10003. 


GM,  ARTIST,  looking  for  someone  lo  share 
feelings  with.  I  love  to  draw.  I  need  to  write 
someone  for  conversaiion  and  companionship. 
Cliff  PAYNE,  D- 1 7728,  Box  1902-B  (8B-205), 
Tehachapi  CA  93581,. 

I  gel  Gay  Community  News  and  1  hope  I  keep 
on  getting  it.  You  see,  I  am  gay,  and  my  friends 
call  me  ‘Pepper’.  I  would  like  to  find  a  good 
friend  and  lover,  before  I  get  out  if  possible.  I 
am  hoping  I  can  find  someone  to  give  a  girl 
what  it  lake  to  make  her  a  good  lover.  I  am 
what  some  may  call  a  Drag  Queen.  1  hope  GCN 
keep  up  what  they  are  doing  for  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  for  prisoners  because  we  are  still 
people  and  need  someone  to  care.  Leroy 
JONES,  85615,  Camp  J  Gar  4R13,  LA  Slate 
Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 


Non  aggressive  gay  male  looking  to  find  a  man 
to  converse  with.  I  don’t  need  your  money,  just 
your  conversation.  A  flick  of  you  gets  one  of 
me.  No  letter  will  go  unanswered.  Glenn  (Too 
Tall)  HENSON,  D-84392,  Box  2210.  Susanville 

CA  96130. _ 

jGuys  and  Girls  (TVs  and  TSs)  want  to  gel  to. 
I  know  a  very  nice  guy  from  Brooklyn?  Finan¬ 
cially  secure  but  in  need  of  friends.  All  letters 
will  be  answered.  Can  and  will  write  prisoners 
too.  Rome  LOVE,  87A  3055,  135  Slate  St,  Box 
618,  Auburn  NY  13024. 

I’m  a  28  yr  old  black  homosexual  that  is  very 
lonely.  I  would  like  to  obtain  a  homosexual 
friend  to  write.  I  would  appreciate  any 
assistance  you  can  give  me  in  this  matter.  Ter¬ 
rance  BUTLER,  89713,  Main  Prison  CBA  U/R 
10,  LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 


I  will  like  to  meet  a  TV  or  TS  or  gay  male  for  a 
I  good  friendship.  Thank  you  for  the  GCN.  Ben¬ 
nie  Lee  SMITH,  071034,  Box  692  Dorm  A, 

Madison  FL  32340.  . _ 

I'm  25,  and  some  interests  of  mine  are  drawing, 
the  beach,  studying  history  and  the  outdoors. 
I’m  open  minded  and  would  like  to  meet  a  good 
humored  and  sincere  individual  through  cor¬ 
respondence.  Johnny  BEESON.  Box  700 
South-C.  Raeford  NC'  28376 


PAGE  26  □  JUNE  10-16.  1990  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


1 1  Monday  □  Come  Out  In 
Force  Rally.  Sponsored  by  The 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights.  Special  guests  Lt.  Gov. 
Murphy  also  singer  Marsie 
Silvestro  (right).  State  House. 
5:30pm.  For  more  info  823-3039 


9  Saturday 

Boston  Pride  Day 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England.  Gay 

Pride  social.  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  8-1 1  pm.  $4, 
S6.  For  more  info  367-0762. 

Boston  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together.  10th  anniver¬ 
sary  dinner  party,  all  welcome.  Club  Cafe.  209  Columbus 
Ave.  5pm.  For  info  266-4378. 

Boston  □  20th  Anniversary  Pride  March  and  Rally. 

Gather  at  10:30  at  City  Hall  Plaza.  For  info  262-3149. 

Boston  □  Two  Steppin'  for  AIDS.  Fundraising  benefit 
for  Pride  committee  and  Maine  Health  Foundation.  At 
Villa  Victoria.  85  W.  Newton  St.  8pm-2am.  $10/515.  For 
info  825-3268. 

Cambridge  □  June  Millington  in  Concert.  At  In¬ 
digo.  823  Main  St.  8pm.  $6.50.  For  info  497-7200. 

Boston  □  Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Psychologists  Meeting.  ALGP  marches  together  in  Gay 
Pride  March.  For  info  524-6826. 

Boston  □  Amethyst  Women’s  Gay  Pride  Dance. 

Boston  YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 1  am.  $7  donation 
more/  less. 

Boston  □  Leather  Pride  Night.  The  Ramrod.  1254 
Boylston  St.  1 0pm.  For  more  info  266-2986. 

Boston  □  Fantasia  Productions.  Begins  new  summer 
seminar  series.  Producing,  songwriting,  etc.  Registration 
deadline  6/15.  For  more  info  262-4150. 


1 0  Sunday 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 

J.P..  1st  barbecue  potluck.  The  park  at  the  end  of  Anson 
St.  Sorry,  rain  cancels.  For  more  info  524-8070. 

Boston  □  Second  Annual  Gay  Pride  Brunch.  All 

you  can  eat.  To  benefit  FCHC.  Buddies.  51  Stuart  St. 
1 2-3 pm.  $10.  For  info  338-7037. 

Boston  □  “Our  Time”.  A  hot,  new  musical  revue 
featuring  the  songs  of  Stephen  Sondheim,  etc.  Shows  also 
June  13,  17,  20,  24  and  27.  Club  Cabaret.  209  Columbus 
Ave.  $10.  For  more  info  536-0972. 

Boston  □  3rd  Annual  Boston  Gay  Pride  Run.  2  and 

5  mile  run  sponsored  by  Frontrunners.  Ilam.  For  more 
info  666-9221. 

Boston  □  2nd  Annual  Lesbian  Health  Day.  Free 
exam  including  pap  smear,  breast  exam  and  cervical  exam 
at  FCHC.  16  Haviland  St.  lOam-lpm.  For  info  267-7573. 


1 1  Monday 


Boston  □  Come  Out  in  Force  Rally.  Sponsored  by 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  Rally  for  AIDS  fund¬ 
ing,  Hate  Crimes  Bill,  Foster  Care.  Special  guests  include 
Lt.  Gov.  Murphy.  Local  recording  artist  Marsie  Silvestro 
will  sing.  At  State  House  steps.  5:30pm.  For  more  info 
823-3039. 


12  Tuesday 


Boston  □  Celebration/Conference  on  Audre 
Lorde.  Volunteers  needed  for  fall  conference.  Women  of 
color  and  white  women  committed  to  anti-racist  work. 
The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  For  more  info  424-6791. 


14  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

15  Friday 

Boston  C  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5- 1 Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Ar¬ 
lington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


20  Wednesday 


Cambridge  □  “Lezbo  A  Go-Go.  Professional  Lesbian 
and  Comic  Lea  Delaria  comes  to  Indigo.  823  Main  St. 
9pm.  $10.  For  more  info  783-0212. 

Boston  □  N.E.  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Veterans.  Membership  meeting.  The  Center.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  more  info  723-8127. 


21  Thursday 


Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Laura  Wood  and  Doshie  Powers. 

Christopher's.  1920  Massachusetts  Ave.  8:30pm.  $5.  For 
more  info  876-9180. 

22  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5-l0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Ar¬ 
lington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


23  Saturday 


_  •  ».*  ,V  '  V  »  <•-  *. 


-t-A 


:  -  •• 

.  .?•:  .  *<  V.:.-  Nv 


*  .*  v  .  s. 

-  vvi  -'.  V 


:.V  ■ 


Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series.  Sex,  HIV  and 
staying  healthy.  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7:30-9pm. 
For  more  info  267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  Feminist  Cancer  Support  Group 
Meeting.  The  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-9pm. 
For  info  489-3806. 

Boston  □  The  Group.  Discussion  topic:  “Outing.” 
The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  8pm.  For  more  info 
734-2078. 


1 6  Saturday 

Boston  □  Community  Meeting  on  the  Referen¬ 
dum.  Sponsored  by  the  Steering  Committee  to  Defend 
Lesbian/Gay  Civil  Rights.  Arlington  St.  Church.  2pm.  For 
more  info  625-5342. 

Boston  □  “Coming  Out,  Being  Out  and  Outing.” 

Town  meeting  with  Barney  Frank.  Fanieul  Hall.  8pm.  For 
more  info  247-0099. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers.  Monthly  meeting. 
Lindemann  Center.  25  Staniford  St.  2-4pm.  $1.  For  more 
info  write  604  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  021 18-1605. 

Boston  □  Clean  and  Sober  Dance.  Sponsored  by 
Boston  Sound  Machine.  The  Y.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 
lam.  $5.  For  more  info  846-9061. 

Cambridge  □  RENO  Returns.  Comic,  actor,  writer. 
Indigo.  823  Main  St.  8pm.  $10.  For  more  info  783-0212. 

Newton  □  Green  Decade  Coalition.  Seminar  and 
tour  of  "Urban  Ark."  2-4pm.  $15.  For  more  info 
969-5927. 

Boston  □  ith  Annual  Boston-Provincetown  Bike 
Ride.  Chiltem  Mountain  Club.  For  more  information  call 
266-3812. 


Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  "Massage 
with  Pride"  with  Amie  Katz.  The  Center.  338  Newbury 
St.  I0am-6pm.  $5.  For  more  info  267-0900 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol  free.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7-IOpm  $2 
donation.  The  third  Saturday  of  the  month. 

Cambridge  □  Single  Mother’s  Support  Group. 

Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care  and  snacks  on  alternate 
Sat.  At  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  I  Iam-I2:30pm. 
For  info  354-8807. 

Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Soccer  Team.  Seeks  new  ex¬ 
perienced  players.  For  practice/game  schedule  661-6771. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Beverly  □  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting 
Support  Group.  Meets  1st  Sun.  of  each  month.  At  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225  Cabot  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  in¬ 
fo  593-5252. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info 
(508)755-3773. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Lambada  and  Brazilian  Dance  Class. 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  6pm. 
For  more  info  576-1018. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  6/19  "Religious  Perspectives 
on  Homosexuality"  at  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 


Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908 . 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessa7.  At  Mass  College  of 
Art.  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15pm.  For  info 
266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Call  for  meeting  place.  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA,  140  Clarendon 
St.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807. 


Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tubman 
House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Worcester  □  Support  Group  for  HIV-positive 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others 

Closed  meeting.  At  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  (508)  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Sexual  Harrassment  at  Work  Sup¬ 
port  Group.  This  group  will  meet  for  about  7  weeks 
beginning  6/5.  At  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30. 
For  info  354-8807. 

Framingham  □  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under,  meets  first  and 
third  Tuesday.  Civic  League  Bldg.  214  Concord  St. 
6-7:30pm.  For  info  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham, 
MA  01701. 


Wednesday 


Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  At  35  Bowdoin 
St.  New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30prrf. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth  21 
and  under.  Meets  1st  and  third  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Worcester  □  Support  Group  for  HIV-positives 
who  are  in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed 
meeting.  At  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St. 
7:30-9pm.  For  info  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  At  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant 
St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  354-8807. 


Thursday 


Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  At  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbury  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Boston  □  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639. 

Dorchester  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns  Commit¬ 
tee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd  Thurs.  of  each 
month.  At  Union  Office.  5  Howard  Johnson  Plaza. 
6:30pm.  For  info  282-2509. 

Friday 

Boston  □  Women  in  Black.  Demonstrate  outside 
Israeli  Consulate  in  support  of  the  Palestinian  right  to 
statehood.  Statler  Bldg.  Near  Arlington  St.  Station.  1st 
Friday  of  every  month.  12:30- 1 :30pm.  For  info  723-6327. 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 

town.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support 
group  for  HIV-positives,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters. 
Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Brookline  □  “Swingtime.”  Lesbian,  gay,  bisexual 
swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  185  Corey 
Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info  661-1792. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film.  At  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  free.  For  info 
236-1012. 

Boston  □  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  6/8  Midnight 
Cowboy,  6/15  Maltese  Falcon,  6/22  To  Kill  a  Mockingbird. 
The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7pm.  $2. 
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Lesbian  persecution  in 
Costa  Rica 

Participants  in  the  “Encuentro,  ”  the  second  Latin 
American  and  Caribbean  Feminist  Lesbians  Conference, 
tells  a  story  of  threats  of  violence 


, 

'Encuentro"  participants  inside  the  compound 


By  Migdalia  Reyes 

t  must  have  been  approximately  7:00 
P.M.  when  I,  along  with  two  other 
women  friends,  arrived  in  San  Jose, 
Costa  Rica,  from  New  York.  1  was  ex¬ 
hausted  after  nine  hours  of  traveling  but 
tried  to  feel  excited  about  being  back  in 
Costa  Rica.  Two  years  eariler  I  had  spent  a 
month  doing  research  on  feminist  organiz¬ 
ing  in  this  Central  American  nation  and  was 
extremely  impressed  with  the  country’s  elec¬ 
toral  and  progressive  politics.  I  also  loved 
the  weather,  the  people  and  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  But  this  time  I  would  be  in  Costa 
Rica  as  a  participant  in  the  second  Latin 
American  and  Caribbean  Feminist  Lesbians 
Conference. 

My  excitement  grew  as  1  once  again 
thought  about  joining  forces  in  support  and 
solidarity  with  other  lesbians  of  the 
Americas.  The  First  conference  had  been 
held  in  1987  in  Cuernavacas,  Mexico,  and  in 
my  mind  I  still  hold  fresh  the  intensity  of  the 
four  days  I  spent  with  approximately  150 
lesbians  attending  the  “Encuentro.”  The 
Mexico  conference  was  the  first  safe  space 
for  coming  out  that  most  of  the  companeras 
had  experienced.  During  that  conference  we 
shared  ideas  and  experiences  with  each 
other,  giving  voice  to  our  isolation  and  fear 
of  coming  out  to  others  as  lesbians.  We  also 
worked  together  in  creating  a  Latin 
American  and  Caribbean  feminist  lesbian 
networking  system. 

At  the  Mexico  conference  we  decided  that 
the  next  “Encuentro”  would  be  in  Peru. 
The  Peruvian  women  were  thrilled  and  once 
back  home,  started  to  plan  the  conference. 
Their  excitement,  however,  did  not  last 
long.  Back  in  Peru  many  feminists,  in¬ 
cluding  lesbians,  started  to  receive  death 
threats  from  both  ultra-right  and  ultra-left 
organizations.  Because  of  the  level  of 
repression  and  the  harassment  they  ex¬ 
perienced,  as  well  as  the  fear  of  violence 
against  the  participants,  they  were  forced  to 
cancel  the  conference. 

Costa  Rica  was  the  only  other  country 
with  a  lesbian  organization  that  had  a  large 
.and  active  membership.  The  Costa  Rican 
women  decided  that  if  they  could  assure 
financial  support  from  other  organizations 
outside  of  Costa  Rica,  they  would  have  no  i 


prohlem  organizing  the  next  “Encuentro.” 
They  also  decided  that  the  “Encuentro” 
would  be  held  from  the  11th  to  the  14th  of 
April,  during  Holy  Week,  a  national  vaca¬ 
tion  holiday  for  most  Latin  American  coun¬ 
tries.  They  also  expected  that  the  conference 
would  attract  less  attention  during  this 
period  and  perhaps  find  less  resistance. 

As  we  approached  the  exit  door  at  the  air¬ 
port,  my  friends  and  I  saw  four  women  who 
we  were  sure  were  from  the  encuentro.  I 
was,  however,  taken  back  by  the  rigidity  of 
their  faces  and  the  fear  and  pain  in  their 
eyes.  I  tried  to  control  my  urgency  to  know 
what  was  going  on.  One  of  them  asked  if 
there  were  other  women  still  going  through 
customs  and  told  us  that  some  of  the  women 
were  having  problems  entering  the  country. 
I  ran  back  to  the  airport  corridor  to  look  for 


the  other  women  who  were  traveling  with 
us.  I  saw  the  men  from  customs  opening  and 
looking  into  a  box  of  lesbian  books  that  one 
of  the  women  was  carrying.  It  was  evident 
that  we  had  taken  a  risk  by  bringing  Com¬ 
paneras:  A  Latina  Lesbian  Anthology  into 
the  country.  However,  we  were  conscious  of 
the  need  to  make  this  material  available  to 
women  who  have  had  no  access  to  it.  In 
Latin  America  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find 
literature  —  particularly  from  a  progressive 
and  feminist  perspective  —  on  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Fortunately,  the  box  was  not  open¬ 
ed  entirely  and  “off  we  went.” 

Once  outside,  we  knew  only  too  well  that 
we  should  not  stay  near  the  airport  and 
drove  away.  While  on  our  way  to  San  Jose 
we  learned  that  the  women  coming  from 
other  countries  to  the  “Encuentro”  were  in 


jeopardy,  as  was  the  conference  itself. 
Somehow,  the  press  had  found  out  about 
the  conference  and  for  a  whole  week  had 
published  a  series  of  sensational  stories  and 
editorials.  These  ranged  from,  “An  ex¬ 
pected  invasion  of  150  foreign  lesbians, 
along  with  a  group  of  Costa  Rican  lesbians, 
are  about  to  corrupt  and  pervert  the  minds 
of  young  girls,”  to  “Lesbians  coming  to 
Costa  Rica  to  have  a  Satanic  orgy.”  My  in¬ 
itial  reaction  was  to  deny  that  this  was  hap¬ 
pening.  I  thought  it  was  impossible  that  in 
1990  people  could  be  so  ignorant.  However, 
I  later  realized  that  this  was,  in  fact,  happen¬ 
ing  to  us. 

As  we  approached  the  city,  our  Costa 
Rican  friend  continued  telling  us  about  the 
uproar  of  anti-lesbian  hysteria  that  had  been 
created  by  the  press.  The  government  was 
under  an  incredible  amount  of  pressure 
from  the  press  to  try  to  halt  the  conference 
and  prevent  “the  lesbians”  from  entering 
the  country.  Since  the  government  officials 
did  not  know  who  the  organizers  were,  or 
where  the  conference  was  being  held,  they 
decided  to  use  a  law  prohibiting  entrance  of 
anyone  considered  “undesirable.”  This 
meant  not  only  controlling  who  entered  the 
country,  but  deporting  those  suspected  of 
being  lesbians  as  well. 

A  Peruvian  lesbian  had  also  been  har¬ 
assed  at  the  airport  and  it  was  not  until  one 
of  the  organizers,  who  is  an  attorney,  came 
to  her  rescue,  that  they  let  her  enter  the 
country.  Later  I  talked  to  her  and  learned 
that  she  had  been  interrogated  and  asked  to 
confess  that  she  was  “one  of  those  weird 
women,”  a  lesbian.  They  had  also  tried 
forcing  her  to  confess  that  she  had  come  to 
Costa  Rica  for  the  lesbian  conference.  This 
woman  was  severely  traumatized  by  the  ex¬ 
perience. 

We  arrived  at  the  place  where  we  would  be 
spending  the  night  and  we  were  frightened 
and  angry.  We  were  given  instructions  not  to 
phone  any  of  the  organizers  because  the 
organizers  suspected  that  their  phones  were 
tapped.  They  would  contact  us  the  next  day 
and  tell  us  what  was  to  follow. 

Clearly,  the  organizers  of  the  “Encuen¬ 
tro”  had  a  major  problem  on  their  hands. 

Continued  on  page  22 


SEVEN  DEADLY  SINS... 

□  Anger 


□  Anger  9 

□  Covetousness 

□  Lust 

^PRID 

□  Env 

□  Sloth  * 

□  Gluttony 
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Go  wild  with  PRIDE  this  summer.  Subscribe  to  Gay 
Community  News  now  and  give  a  three  month  gift 
subscription  to  a  friend  for  just  $10!  Both  of  you  will 
Covet  our  timely  provocative  coverage.  And  you'll  be 
the  Envy  of  all  of  your  friends!  * 

But  don't  be  Slothful,  This  offer  expires  July  15,  1990 


Name .  , . fcAiji.. 

Address . . . .  . . 

City _  State _  Zip _ 

NEW  SUBSCRIPTION  □  RENEWAL  □ 

□  I  am  interested  in  GCN’s  Sustainer  Program  (pledging  $120/ year  or  more). 

□  1  am  donating  1  toward  a  free  subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 

Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 

□  1  year (49  issues) . $39  □  VISA  D  Mastercard 

□  1  year,  institution . $55  Acct.  #:  _ 

□  2  years (98  issues) . $67  Expiration  date:  - 

□  3  yeais(  147  issues) . $95  Charge  Amount:  $ - 

□  6  months  (25  issues) . $25  Signature: _ 

□  6  months,  low  income _ .$14 

thech  ime: 

Enclosed  is  tm  check  or  mono  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 

Ptae*  charge  im  subscription  to  ms  VISA  or  Mastercard  account. 

I To  choree  your  subscription,  complete  all  credit  curd  information  above.) 

Pkaw  send  m>  friend  a  3  month  gift  subscription  for  Just  SHE  My  friend  s  name  ■>: 

Name _ _ 

Address _ _ 

City _  State _ _  Zip _ 
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noerpetdu.  tic  exempt  Brumfield  Street  EducacioruJ  foundation 


